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Message from the President
JIM CARROLL

Did you read last month’s newsletter?
Do you know when the pool opens?
How about the next Traveling
Pub? Are you familiar with the
architectural covenants governing
changes to Falconbridge single
family homes?
All of that information and much
more is now available on the Alliance
website. You can find a list of all
upcoming neighborhood events
as well as contact information for
all Alliance-sponsored groups. Ed
Holland is managing the site and is
expanding the content regularly.
See the article to the right describing
how to submit your own photos of
Falconbridge for publication on the
website. It’s easy.
We were very happy to see so
many children at the Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, April 19, despite
the terrible weather. Each year
more young families move to
Falconbridge, and the Alliance
welcomes their participation in
community activities. If you’d like
to organize other activities for our
kids, please contact the Alliance.
We’ll be glad to publicize and help
with your program.

I encourage everyone to read Ed
Holland’s excellent article in this
newsletter regarding the planned
new development just across NC54. We all need to keep an informed
perspective as Durham and Chapel
Hill plan changes to our area.
We’ll keep trying to make the
Falconbridge
Alliance
more
informative and more valuable for
all our members.
On behalf of the board of the
Falconbridge Alliance, I am pleased
to extend a warm welcome to the
new members of the FHA board.
We look forward to working with
you to enhance the quality of life of
all Falconbridge residents.

falconbridge

History

Falconbridge history is
being added to the
neighborhood website.
Please email us if you
have a Falconbridge story
to tell, or photos of the early
days of our neighborhood!

*

FA L C O N B R I D G E
A L L I A N C E .COM

Publish Your
Falconbridge Photos
Do you have great photos of our
Falconbridge
community
and/or
its residents? A favorite view of the
pond or flowering trees? How about
a yard that shows the gardening skills
and effort of one of our neighbors?
The Alliance welcomes photos of
Falconbridge and its residents.

Please email your photos to
FalconbridgeAlliance@gmail.com
Of course, the photos must be owned
by the person submitting them and
any people appearing in the photos
must give their permission for the
pictures to appear on the website or
the newsletter.
Speaking of photos, we are actively
seeking photographs (paper or
electronic) of the early days of
Falconbridge. Do you know anyone
who has an old album showing
our neighborhood in the 1980s or
1990s? We would love to scan them
and publish them in the upcoming
history section of the website. All
photos would, of course, be returned
to their owners right away. Just let
us know by sending an email to
FalconbridgeAlliance@gmail.com.
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Four New Members Elected to the
Townhome Governing Board
The Falconbridge Clubhouse was
filled to overflowing on Monday
evening, April 21st, as more
than 45 owners and residents
attended the Annual Meeting of
the Falconbridge Homeowners
Association. New Board members
were elected to fill four vacancies
on the nine-member board.

Are You A Welcoming
Person?

Elected to serve three-year terms
were Conni Rivers, Darren Byerly,
and Bolton Anthony. Marese
Casey was elected to a two-year
term, filling a vacancy created
when Mary McClure retired from
the Board.

You were probably welcomed
when you arrived in Falconbridge
by a member of the Welcome
Committee. These folks make
contact with our new neighbors
and provide them with a packet of
information as well as introducing
them to the community.
We need a few more volunteers
right now to occasionally perform
this neighborly function. No big
time commitment needed, just
a friendly attitude a few times a
year. If you’d like to know more
about the Welcome Committee
program, please contact Michelle
Wolff at 919-434-8753 or by email at
mwolff1@nc.rr.com.

A Board meeting, whose business
included the annual election of
officers and the appointment of
committee chairs, immediately
followed the Annual Meeting.

Ron Johnston (919-619-1177)
was elected President; and new
Board member Conni Rivers, Vice
President. Satyen Shah and Kathy
King (919-768-6769), who had
served as Secretary and Treasurer,
respectively, were reelected to
those positions.
FHA represents the residents and
owners of the 163 townhomes
located in the northern quadrant
of our development. Members pay
a mandatory monthly fee for the
maintenance and management
of the structures, the associated
common property, and the private
streets. The association also owns
and maintains the clubhouse,
pool, pond, and surrounding
common property.

The following committee assignments were made:
Bob Wilson
(919-323-4861)
Jean Sellers
(919-923-9552)
Satyen Shah
(919-617-1585)
Conni Rivers
(919-294-6703)
Bolton Anthony (919-403-0432)
Marese Casey (919-493-3836)
Darren Byerly (919-345-0787)

W e lcome new neighbor
Sara Depasquale

6412 Huntingridge Road
saraadepasquale@gmail.com
Sara bought her house a few weeks ago, but just
now moved in, having worked hard to remodel
and personalize her new home. It’s lovely!

—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Roads, Dam, and Pond
Landscape
Pool Committee
Facilities and Structures
Communications and Welcome
Covenants and Bylaws
Architectural Control

Sara moved to Chapel Hill last May, having accepted
a job at UNC’s School of Government. She grew up
in New York and received her degree from SUNY. She
worked for 18 years in various counties in the lovely
state of Maine prior to her move here. She lives with
her shy rescue dog, “Austria”. Her interests include:
reading, running, collecting special art works from
Poland, and she is an avid sports fan! Welcome to
Falconbridge, Sara!
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Neighbor’s
Profile

Victor Zeller
Driving up the street where Victor
Zeller lives, one has to appreciate the
quiet and serenity that characterizes
our
Falconbridge
community.
However, sitting with him in his
living room, one can visualize and
almost feel the assaultive, deafening
sounds of the U.S. Marines as they
engaged in a lengthy and bloody
invasion of Iwo Jima February 1945.
Those Americans captured the
island needed for the then-planned
invasion of Japan’s mainland.
Before I met Victor, I was told to
expect a remarkable person. At
93, Victor walks and talks with a
reassuring confidence. He brings a
wonderful grace to growing older
and is a model for continued dignity.
Speaking with Victor, I was amazed
by his almost total recall of the
events before his induction into the
Army through his discharge in 1946.
Before the Army Air Corps sent him
to the Pacific war theatre as a radar
technician, Victor had been trained
for multiple military positions as
the Army responded to constantly
changing of staff and technical-skill
needs.
When Victor was assigned to Atlantic
City, he saw Glenn Miller perform,
before the famous musician went
overseas to entertain the troops and
lost his life in a plane crash over the
English Channel.

In the history of warfare there are
several battles whose names have
become part of our lexicon. The
battle of Iwo Jima is one of those.
This five-week battle comprised
some of the fiercest and bloodiest
fighting of the World War II. 6,821
American soldiers were killed;
19,217 wounded.
Victor landed on the beaches on the
battle’s second day and remained
there for two weeks. He would dig
a hole in the sand to sleep when
there was a pause in the fighting.
His protective covering would
collapse from the percussive sounds
of the mortar shells. Victor says he
came out of that without a scratch,
believing that God meant for him to
live.
Victor also has a sense of irony and
humor about his war experience.
Many years later he met a man who
also was at Iwo Jima. Unlike Victor,
this combatant received a Purple
Heart for having been wounded
there. The soldier, running for cover
from his tent at night, banged his
head on a nail on a clothes post. That
nail drew the blood that merited his
Purple Heart.

Victor was there both times when
the American flag was raised on Iwo
Jima. First, a small American flag
attached to an abandoned water
pipe was raised. That photograph
did not convey the significance of the
victory, so the photo was restaged
to create the iconic picture.
In 1985 Victor and his wife Virginia
read about the quality of life in this
area and moved to Falconbridge, a
move that he has never regretted.
A year ago his wife of 67 years
passed away. Since then, Victor
has discovered how embracing
and supportive a community
Falconbridge can be.
I recently told a friend whose mother
father and two uncles served during
World War II about Victor. She said,
“The next time you see him tell him
‘thank you’. He made it possible
for our generation to live on quiet
streets.”
The next time you see Victor walking
or tooling around in his vintage
Oldsmobile make certain you stop
to tell him “thank you”.
–LARRY CHARNY

This is a new feature we are introducing to the newsletter, profiles of some of the very remarkable people living
in our community -- writers, painters, dancers, doctors, scientists, educators –- people who have distinguished
themselves by their special contributions within their profession, within the larger community and within our
community. All of this should make for great reading and a sense of pride in the company we keep.
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Alliance-Sponsored Social Events

EASTER EGG HUNT WAS
A SUCCESS!
Rain didn’t stop the Easter Bunny from
visiting Falconbridge on April 19! More
than 300 eggs filled with candy, along
with six “golden” eggs containing
chocolate coins, were hidden throughout
the Clubhouse. Yes, the Clubhouse
actually has 300 places to hide eggs,
and the 16 children, ages 7 months to
10 years, found every last one! As if
the candy wasn’t enough, Easter cookies
and lemonade were enjoyed by all the
children along with their parents and
grandparents.
The Easter Bunny wants to especially
thank Michael Henry for filling the eggs
with candy and Sylvia Lichtenberger,
Mike Mayo, and Marcia Mayo for hiding
the eggs. The Social Chairwomen, Lisa
and Conni, also want to thank Katie Vick
for her enthusiasm and support in making
the hunt a reality and shopping for all the
delightful refreshments!
Conni Rivers and Lisa Anthony
Alliance Social Committee Co-chairs

Henry for filling the eggs with candy
ayo for hiding the eggs. The Social

MAY - JUNE
GARAGE SALE PLANNED

GARAGE SALE PLANNED for Saturday, May 17, 8 a.m.—noon
Community-wide for Alliance members

for Saturday, May 17, 8 a.m.—noon
AND
for allAlliance
of Falconbridge—and
others—come
shop!!
Community-wide for
members
ANDandfor
all of Falconbridge
and others to come and shop!!
	
  

	
  

	
  

FALCONBRIDGE POOL OPENS

We must have 30 households that want to participate to make this a viable community garage
sale.
If 30 have not signed up to participate, the sale will be canceled and all who registered will be
notified.
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10 a.m. on Saturday, May 10
ALL Falconbridge residents are invited
to come swim and join us for lunch at 11:30 am
Falconbridge Pool Opens
The Falconbridge Homeowners Association and Falconbridge Alliance
are sponsoring the lunch, which will include hotdogs, hamburgers, and
beverages. Bring your favorite covered dish (salad, vegetable, or dessert)
to share. Questions: Pool—Linda Barry 919-490-8474, or Lunch—Lisa
Anthony 919-402-1814.
10 a.m. on Saturday, May 10
ALL Falconbridge residents are invited
to come swim and join us for lunch at 11:30 am
The Falconbridge Homeowners Association and Falconbridge Alliance are sponsoring the lunch,
which will include hotdogs, hamburgers, and beverages. Bring your favorite covered dish (salad,
vegetable, or dessert) to share. Questions: Pool—Linda Barry 919-490-8474, or Lunch—Lisa
Anthony 919-402-1814.

BY THE WAY, DID WE MENTION

Membership?

Have you noticed that when you speak with people who live in Falconbridge
and they don’t seem current and well-informed about events and community
issues that can play an important part in their daily lives there is a good chance
that they have not read the latest issue of our newsletter because they are not
members of the Alliance and therefore do not get these monthly updates?
Problem corrected: Be a good neighbor; tell them of the many reasons to join
the Alliance, not the least of which is getting the newsletter. Have them go to
our website, track down the membership application form, have them send it
in with their check. If indeed one is known by the company one keeps, let your
friends and neighbors know that they will traveling in good company.
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Alliance-Sponsored

SOCIAL GROUPS
TRAVELING PUB

Every other Friday 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Barb Carroll falconbridgepub@gmail.com
WINE TASTING GROUP*
Every other month
Ron Hutchinson roseron61@gmail.com
GOURMET DINNER CLUB*
Every other month
Liz Hallgren Lhallgren@nc.rr.com
GAME NIGHT GROUP*
Quarterly
Barb Carroll jimandbarb@nc.rr.com
MAH JONGG PLAYERS*
Paula Clarke paulaclarke@nc.rr.com
WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH*
Every other Thursday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Nancy Laney nrlaney@gmail.com
BOOK GROUP*
Monthly
Karen Fitzhugh fitzhugh.karen@gmail.com

The Falconbridge Alliance Book Group meets in a member’s
home on the first Wednesday at 7:00 p.m., except July. This
year we have about 12 active members and room for a few
more men and women. We read and discuss fiction books
primarily, although occasionally we select a nonfiction book.
This year we have read: Gone Girl, Lady Almina and The Real
Downton Abbey, The Kitchen God’s Wife, Inferno, Voices of
Time, and Defending Jacob.
At our June meeting members will recommend books
(preferably ones they have read), and vote on next year’s
selections. At that meeting we also will choose hosts and
moderators for the 2014-2015 meetings. The host provides
simple snacks and drinks for his/her guests, while the moderator
facilitates the discussion of the book, giving information about
the author, etc.
I send an email reminder of the upcoming meeting about
a week before each meeting. Please contact me for more
information, or if you wish to join our group.
– Karen Fitzhugh
fitzhugh.karen@gmail.com

*must be a member of the Alliance to participate

THE CHILDREN’S CORNER

Just a sampling of the wide range of choices of activities in May around the Triangle Area.

TRANSACTORS IMPROV
“FAMILY VACATION”

May 16, 8 p.m.,
Common Ground Theatre, Durham
General $14 | Student/senior $10
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/665380

TRANSACTORS IMPROV
“FOR FAMILIES!”

May 17, 1 p.m.
Common Ground Theatre, Durham
General: $9 | Student: $6
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/665387.
CONTACT: Greg Hohn, (919) 824-0937
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The Magic of a Garage Sale: Seeing One Person’s Trash
Become Another Person’s Treasure
I hear you have decided to clean out and possibly sell your unwanted ‘”white elephants.” A very successful way
to dispose of these items is the ubiquitous Garage Sale. New home owners, college kids setting up their dorm
rooms, or less privileged individuals might find a place for items for which you no longer have a use or space at a
Garage Sale. Our Falconbridge Alliance will have its first community Garage Sale on Saturday, May 17, from 8 a.m.
to noon.
If you chose to participate in the Falconbridge Garage Sale, you can make it a fun event for you and for your
customers. I have a few helpful hints to make your sale successful in every way!

IF YOU ARE THE SELLER
One week before the sale date:
•
Clean and repair your items.
•
Price every single item, marking each with an easy-to-remove tag.
Pricing everything makes it easy for friends to help you sell what you have on display.

ONE DAY BEFORE THE SALE:
•

Make cardboard signs. Regular paper will fold over and tear in the elements. Write your message in black
heavy-duty waterproof marker. Black shows better from a distance than colors.

SALE MORNING:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Add helium balloons (perhaps green and white for Falconbridge color-scheme consistency?) near your
signs. Use weights to hold the balloons down. Be mindful of nearby prickly bushes that will pop the balloons.
The better your items look, and the neater your selling space, the easier your items will be to sell for the
best possible price.
Merchandise small items by category on card tables.
Position “like” colors together.
If you have clothes to sell, obtain a rolling rack. Hang each item facing the same direction. Other clothing
items can be folded, buttoned and zipped, and placed on a table.
Books, CDs, and DVDs are very price sensitive.

GENERAL HELPFUL HINTS (JUST THIS WOMAN’S OPINION.)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Price items “to sell.” You only have a short time to make the sale.
People expect “to bargain.” A 10% discount is expected for multiple purchases.
Don’t take checks.
Don’t “hold” items unless your buyer has paid for them.
Don’t let the shoppers into your house. Don’t let shoppers try things on in
your house: let them use a corner in the garage.
Don’t take returns. Final sales are “it.”
Do price items in round numbers so you do not have to make coin change.
Save newspaper and bags for your buyers to wrap their purchases.
Keep your sales floor neat throughout the sale.

Have Fun—and Good Selling! And let us know how you did.

– Carol Charny
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NOTES FROM THE
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
COMMITTEE

Police remind us that if you are
called to your door, do NOT open
it, but answer through the door
or let the person see you, with
a cordless or cellular telephone
clearly visible in your hand.

S A F E T Y / C R I M E P R E V E N T I O N T I P S F R O M M I K E M AY O
First, editor Lawrence Charny
forwarded a warning about “sliders.”
Sliders are purse snatchers who ply
their trade at gas stations. They
appear to target women by parking
their vehicles next to the cars of
unsuspecting patrons who are filling
their tanks or are otherwise distracted.
These guys then crouch down and
slide over to the passenger side
where they peek in, stealthily open
the door and grab an unattended
handbag or anything else of value
that might have been left there. Go
to YouTube and search “sliders theft
warning” to see several surveillance
cameras of sliders in action.
It’s really just another example
of how we all need to stay alert.
Keep your doors locked and do not
leave valuables where they can be
seen. I keep a small towel behind
the passenger seat to toss on top

of any small items—books, DVDs,
prescription drugs—that I might
want to leave in the car while I make
a quick stop at Harris-Teeter to pick
up a rotisserie chicken. Yes, it would
be better if I put the things in the
trunk, but I’m lazy and seldom have
anything really worth stealing.
Second, in March I attended the
Durham
Police
Department’s
Community Workshop. The subject
was crime prevention. Much of the
information was basic stuff, but some
of it bears repeating.
For example, in this age of social
networking when people seem to
share the most intimate details of
their lives with casual acquaintances
and near-total strangers, it’s best
to keep some things to yourself.
Like your vacation plans. You might
not want to let everyone know that

F I R E P R E V E N T I O N AWA R E N E S S
Advice from the American Red Cross:
WHY DO I NEED A FIRE ESCAPE PLAN?
Fires can ignite very quickly and without
warning, leaving you and your loved
ones with little or no time to escape. By
creating and practicing an escape plan,
family members can save valuable time
in the event of a fire by knowing exactly
how to act.
HOW CAN I CREATE A FIRE ESCAPE PLAN?

Begin by determining at least two ways
to escape from every room of your
home. For floors above ground level,
escape ladders should be stored near
the window. Also, make sure to select a
central location at a safe distance from

your home where family members can
meet after escaping. After creating and
discussing your plan with all members
of your household, the Red Cross
recommends that you practice your plan
at least twice a year.

IF A FIRE HAPPENS, CAN I GO BACK
INTO MY HOME IF I’VE FORGOTTEN
SOMETHING?
Once you are out of a burning home,
stay out! Call the fire department from a
neighbor’s home or cell phone.

you’re going to be spending a month
in Kuala Lumpur. There are thieves
that will find that information to be
most helpful.
In a similar vein, Ms. Burns of the
Attorney General’s Office suggested
that you not even let the Postal
Service know when you’re not going
to be home. She cited the case of a
light-fingered mail carrier who stole
“pre-approved” credit card offers
from people on his route, then filled
them out, sent them back, and kept
the credit cards when they arrived.
She said that he got away with $7
million before they caught him.
So, she suggests, instead of putting
a hold on your mail when you’re on
vacation, have a neighbor or friend
pick it up for you.

WHAT IF MY ESCAPE ROUTE IS
COVERED IN SMOKE?

If you see smoke or fire in your first
escape route, use your second way out.
If you must exit through smoke, crawl
low under the smoke. If you are escaping
through a closed door, feel the door
before opening it. If it is warm, use your
second way out. If smoke, heat, or flames
block your exit routes, stay in the room
with the door closed. Place a rolled towel
underneath the door. Open the window –
but do not break it. Signal for help waving
a brightly colored cloth or a flashlight at
the window. If there is a phone in the
room, call the fire department and tell
them your exact location.
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Architectural

REVIEW COMMITTEE

Got change?
This article was going to be an information
piece about a couple of ongoing
planning and zoning cases in the (mostly)
undeveloped 300+ acres across NC 54
from Falconbridge, but I quickly realized
that these two items aren’t the real story,
which is actually a bigger picture story of
change –- lots of it.
The two cases of current interest include
(1) a proposed minor change to Durham’s
Future Land Use Map, and (2) a proposal
to rezone 17 of the 336 acres of the “Leigh
Village Neighborhood Transit District” just
north of the Celeste Circle neighborhood
to a higher density residential category
that may accommodate up to 105 new
housing units. The proposed project
is called Chapel Creek, and details are
available at http://durhamnc.gov/ich/
cb/ccpd/Pages/DPC/Agendas/2014/
February.aspx. But before going too
much further into the woods, let’s zoom
back out to the larger picture.
The planning area in question – the Leigh
Village Neighborhood Transit District
– is bounded generally by Farrington
Road on the east, George King Road
and the Corps of Engineers property
on the west, and Creekside Elementary
School on the north. Think of Durham’s
adopted Comprehensive Plan – which
includes separate elements of land
use, housing, community character
and design, economic development,
environment, historic preservation and
so forth – as the City’s long-range vision
of itself. An important component of
the Comprehensive Plan is the Future
Land Use Map (FLUM), which is intended
to guide City policies and decisions,
especially zoning and re-zoning cases,
that will actually implement the Plan (or
not). Zoning district designations include
a host of land use types within major

categories such as Office, Commercial,
Planned Development, Residential, etc.
The 2005-adopted FLUM designates
most of the 336-acre area north of NC 54
as the Leigh Village Neighborhood Transit
District. The overall intent is to provide
a compact mix of residential, office,
and commercial development that’s
integrated with long-range transportation
improvements planned for the area.
These improvements (read change)
include new collector roads and streets,
as well as redesigned intersections in the
vicinity of the NC 54/I-40 interchange
– not to mention the Triangle Transit
Authority’s light rail system, which will
someday glide through the District. One
of the goals of designating a Transit
Neighborhood is to locate the greatest
density of new development closest to the
transit station, which, in this case will be
located at the center of the Leigh Village
Neighborhood. Density is intended to
decrease with distance from the transit
station.
So, that’s a very quick sketch of the Big
Picture. Zoom back in for a moment to
the proposed FLUM amendment and
Chapel Creek rezoning, which were the
original topics of this article. The short
answer is that both are totally consistent
with Durham’s Comprehensive Plan,
the 2006 Southwest Durham/Southeast
Chapel Hill Collector Road Plan, and
the recommendations of the 2011/12
NC 54 Corridor Study. Overall, the
strategic decisions embodied in those
documents have already been made,
and there’s little or no chance that they
can or will be undone. Nevertheless,
many opportunities for meaningful input
by citizens and community groups at the
tactical level exist today, and will remain
for years to come.

Whether we like it or not, change is
inevitable. It’s on its way, and some of
it will be disruptive. Falconbridge is not
directly in the crosshairs, but we’re close
enough to share either the benefits or the
collateral damage. The challenge will be
to manage those shorter-term disruptions
and permanent change in the best way
possible; especially, thorough thoughtful
development plans will determine the
actual look, taste, and feel of specific
projects and other “improvements”
which are on the way. It’s essential to
become familiar with those plans, permit
applications, and so forth in order to
provide useful comments to the City/
County review agencies before the
individual projects are approved and built.
Unfortunately, there’s no smart pill or quick
way to absorb all that information, much
of which is technically challenging and
complex or otherwise confusing. Many
special studies and reports about our area
and these issues have been completed in
recent years. Two of the most important
are the 2011/12 NC 54 Corridor Study
http://www.nc54-i40corridorstudy.
com and the 2006 Southwest Durham/
Southeast Chapel Hill Collector Road
Plan
http://www.dchcmpo.org/index.
php?option=com_content&task=vi
ew&id=35&Itemid=35.
Information
about the Leigh Village Transportation
District is being compiled at http://www.
leighvillagedurham.org.
So, fasten your seat belts, friends and
neighbors! Your Falconbridge Alliance
will make every effort to keep you
informed of the issues and opportunities.

–ED HOLLAND
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Gardening in Falconbridge
Project Stackhouse grew out of my
frustration in creating a beautiful and longlasting lawn. “Creating it” was the easy
part, but “keeping it long term” proved to
be impossible in the hot and humid North
Carolina summers.

New Downtown Parking
Deck Operating
Procedures Start

June 1st
DURHAM, N.C. — With parking
in downtown Durham now more
in demand than ever, the City of
Durham is rolling out new equipment
to better collect payments, while
making payment options for parkers
more convenient.
Beginning June 1, 2014, parkers who
use the Centre, Chapel Hill, Church,
and Corcoran Street Parking Decks
will begin using the new 3M Parking
Lane Pay Stations to pay for parking
and to exit the parking decks.
For full details please visit
http://DurhamNC.gov/ich/op/dot

Initially, I thought the solution would
be lavender. My wife and I have visited
France, Italy, and Spain over the past
dozen summers, and the lavender plants
there are enormous. What a great idea to
replace burned-out grass with gorgeous
lavender plants! They like drought-like
conditions: can handle humidity; need
to be replaced only after eight years;
the deer and rabbits won’t touch them;
they attract bees, humming birds, and
butterflies, and they like poor soil and
require no fertilizing. PLUS, the purple
flowers are gorgeous and can be used in
cooking, candle-making, home fragrances
and beekeeping.
Wow! Lavender is the solution, right?
Well, sort of, but that depends upon
the weather. Spain, Italy and the south
of France have long sunny days in the
summer months. This is why they are
perfect summer vacation destinations.
This is also why the lavender plants grow
to two-three feet in diameter.
But this part of North Carolina is another
story. In 2013 it was ongoing rain. So
much rain that the Southeast became a
wetlands, and growers had a tough year
because their crops (i.e. watermelons,
pecans, potatoes) couldn’t handle all
of the water. The same was true for my
lavender plants. None of them did well,
and many died. Also, my front yard is
partially in the shade in the summer.
My conclusion is that the weather is too
“iffy” here. What will this summer be like?
Hot with temperatures in the 90s like
two years ago or rainy like last summer?

Who knows? But, for sure, you can’t beat
Mother Nature.
So what could I do? I investigated paving
my front yard with asphalt and painting
it green. Or, AstroTurf is really attractive.
The planting of several artificial Christmas
and palm trees, together with plastic
flowers, would be pleasing to the eye.
Hanging some artificial fragrance cards,
like the ones you see in taxicabs, would be
soothing to the senses. Finally, I could play
recorded birdcalls and chirping sounds.
That all sounded like a plan.
Or, another great idea I had. What about
anointing myself as The Emperor of
Happiness for Falconbridge and planting
my front yard with marijuana? I could call it
my Field of Dreams. North Carolina hasn’t
officially legalized pot yet, but that hasn’t
stopped Chapel Hill and Durham. Plus
it’s a cash crop. I could use some of the
money to buy more pairs of shorts.
In the end I decided on daffodil and tulip
bulbs. This avoids working in the summer
heat and humidity because the bulbs are
planted in late November and December.
The trees don’t have leaves then, so my
front yard gets exposure to the sun. The
bulbs are hardy and can handle prolonged
rain. The results speak for themselves.
Best of all, I found an outlet for my work,
which is Project Stackhouse in which
100% of all funds generated by sale of
the daffodils and tulips are donated to the
North Carolina Children’s Hospital.
I’ll let my neighbors in the Falconbridge
community decide if I made the best
choice.

– Creighton Moeller
12 Elmstead Place, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27517
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Doing Good Work in the Falconbridge CO M MU N I TY
FA L C O N B R I D G E F R I E N D S : A G I N G I N P L A C E I N FA L C O N B R I D G E
With the coming together of two
neighborhood
organizations—
Falconbridge Village Association
and Falconbridge Community
Association — the strengths
of both are merged. So, this
coming together should bolster
the aging-in-place movement
that spurred the development
of the Falconbridge Village
Association. As many of you
know, FVA’s effort was to develop
neighborhood-based (volunteer)
services to assist people to
remain in their own homes as
long as feasible. The strategies
for doing so were derived from
our own membership, Project
Compassion, Beacon Hill Aging
in Place, and the International
Village movement with assistance
from the local Executive Service
Corps.

The Friends group continues
to be an active part of our
community. As a team-based
program, it attempts to deliver
assistance
to
Falconbridge
organization members in need.
Needs can be either short- or
long-term and may shift over
time. Services we have provided
include help with yard care,
meals, shopping, transportation,
and other aspects of daily living.
No medical assistance is ever
provided by this group: we are
neighbors helping neighbors.
Referrals are self-generated, and
confidentiality is emphasized.
Volunteers
are
encouraged
to volunteer for activities that
interest them and at their own
convenience. Contact persons
are listed in the directory and at
www.FalconbridgeAlliance.org.

About six years ago we began
by building community through
activities that initially included
pubs, book, gourmet, wine
tasting, walking groups and
others. As the neighbors became
more familiar with each other
through
new
relationships
formed, the Friends group was
developed with training from
Project Compassion. To date,
we have assisted more than 25
individuals and families.

Strategic plans have included
the development of a volunteer
transportation
pool,
vetted
neighborhood service providers,
educational programs, as well
as medical equipment lending
(bathing chairs, walkers and the
like), and some routine transport
for
shopping
and
medical
appointments. Also in the
planning were the development
of
relationships
with
care

Please remember that 100% of Falconbridge
Alliance’s work is done by volunteers, and
Falconbridge Alliance always needs the
help of other neighbors who are willing to
provide their expertise & time for the benefit
of our community.

coordinators for individuals in
need of assistance negotiating the
medical bureaucracy. In addition,
the ongoing development of
neighborhood
organizations,
both social and altruistic, was
expected. Thus, we have seen
the growth of the Women’s
Coffee Klatch and Mah Jongg
as well as PORCH. Furthermore,
we have associated with Chapel
Hill neighborhoods engaged in
the same endeavor, including
Meadowmont, Kings Mill East
Franklin, and Southern Village.
Aging In Place is but one piece of
a vital neighborhood community.
The focus on the needs of, and
the encouragement of, our
younger neighbors to participate
in the Falconbridge community is
significant for the development
of a true cohesive neighborhood.
This effort is always in need of
volunteer assistance. Whatever
your interest, we are interested
in having you join us expand
our aging-in-place services and
our expanding neighborhood
activities. You may contact
Paula Clarke at 919-489-0133
or other board members of the
Falconbridge Alliance to express
your interest.

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT available for

loan to Falconbridge Alliance members
through Falconbridge Aging In Place and
Falconbridge Friends. Includes walkers,
bedside commodes, shower chairs.
Please contact Claudia Stephens at

919-490-1397 | 919-489-0133
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FALCONBRIDGE FOODIES
Have you ever wondered where to go for music
and hoped the place had good food, too? Or went
for good food and hoped for music as well? I have.
Below are a few options in our listening and eating
vicinity. And, as we know, eclecticism rules in the
Durham/Chapel Hill area. While there may not
be authentic Mongolian, Bhutanese or Inuit food
and music widely available nearby, there are some
alternatives.
First up, and the rarest, is good food with some
music. Giorgio Bakatsias is a legendary restaurateur
in the area, and his latest is Kipos, a Greek
restaurant on West Franklin in Chapel Hill (www.
kiposchapelhill.com). On weekdays the Greek
menu shines with ethnic gusto, but Fridays and
Saturdays bring Greek music and a belly dancer,
both of which are fun and entertaining. Oopah!
More prevalent around here are music venues with
food. Once you decide on which kind of music
and food you want to hear and eat, the fun begins.
If you like barbeque and blues, bluegrass, and
jazz, the Blue Note Grill just might work for you.
This little Durham treasure, currently located near
Spartacus and the old South Square Mall but soon
to move to Downtown Durham, offers different
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styles of music each night featuring many terrific,
well-respected local musicians. It serves the best
ribs in town. Check out the food and music
schedule at (www.thebluenotegrill.com).
For blues and Cajun food and music, check out Papa
Mojo’s Roadhouse at www.papamojosroadhouse.
com. This strip mall location on south NC55 offers
the real stuff: etoufees, creoles, gumbos, bread
pudding and authentic music from some great
local and national musicians.
For jazz, check out the Beyu (say “be you”) Caffe in
Downtown Durham (www.beyucaffe.com); or the
G2B on Shannon Rd. (www.g2b-restaurant.com).
Both of these venues offer fine jazz from local
musicians and a variety of food options. Check out
their websites for menus and music events.
Have you enjoyed food and music elsewhere? I
look forward to your feedback and ideas for food
trips.

–Bob Jackson
adeloriaandbjack@earthlink.net

Fire Station Open House a Great Success!

On Saturday, April 26, the firefighters from
Durham Fire Station No. 16 welcomed us to their
station. Over 10 children, plus babes in arms, and
at least 20 adults arrived with much excitement—
to get to climb on a fire truck! The 3 firefighters
on duty, including Capt. David Young, were very
welcoming, friendly, and are glad to be close to
our neighborhood. Young and old all had a great
time! Thanks to all for attending this fun event—
and thanks to the firefighters for their warm
welcome and great patience with kids running
around and climbing on the fire trucks!
Conni Rivers and Lisa Anthony
Alliance Social Committee Co-chairs
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VOX
POPULI
This part of the newsletter offers
Falconbridge residents a place
to have their voices heard. The
theme of the pieces should
relate to the idea of community
-- particular or global. It is not
a venue for partisan political
statements or a product /
service sales pitch. Each piece
should be your original work
(fiction or non-fiction) between
500-600 words.
Please email your submissions to:

Larry Charny
thecharnygroup@gmail.com

Falconbridge Reimagined!
Interested in what further exciting steps we might take together to make Falconbridge
“a sustainable, resilient, and healthy” neighborhood? Author and filmmaker Dave Wann
came to Chapel Hill in March to speak about retrofitting suburban neighborhoods like
Falconbridge; and his book, Superbia! 31 Ways to Create Sustainable Neighborhoods,
is an eye-opening collection of fun and practical ideas for transforming neighborhoods,
designed originally to provide housing, into ones where community can also flourish.
Dave had an up-close-and-personal experience of
Falconbridge, since Lisa and I had the pleasure of
hosting him during his visit, which included meeting with
members of the Falconbridge Alliance Board. The really
encouraging news is that Dave was impressed by our
enthusiasm and energy — and the steps we have already
taken. We aren’t starting from scratch!

“A SUSTAINABLE,
RESILIENT,
AND HEALTHY
NEIGHBORHOOD”

I am developing Web pages that encourage out-of-the-box thinking about transforming
Falconbridge (and so many similar suburban developments in our area). I showcase some
of the things we have already done — the traveling pub and care teams, for examples —
then adapt ideas from Superbia! and other sources.
This work will soon be moved to its own domain (FalconbridgeReimagined.org), but
the work-in-progress can be viewed now at SecondJourney.org/Falconbridge.htm. The
home page also has a link to The Heronbridge Chronicles which I hope will develop into
a collection of commentaries (by other contributors as well as myself) exploring exciting
ideas for change and improvement.

Think of what you see as you go to the Web pages as the scaffolding. Each of these 30
ideas needs fleshing out that should probably be then expanded into a 500-1000 word
commentary. If you are interested in contributing to this project, please email me and let me know where your interest lies and what
you could contribute.
Remember this: There is the Falconbridge which is. Then there is the Falconbridge which — by dint of imagination and partnership—
could be. That’s where I’d like to live!

–Bolton Anthony
BoltonAnthony@frontier.com

2014 ALLIANCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JIM CARROLL President, Neighborhood Liaison n jimcarrollnc@gmail.com 919-419-0519
NANCY LANEY Vice President, Membership Chair n nrlaney@gmail.com 919-378-1457
LISA ANTHONY Secretary, Social Co-Chair n LisaMAnthony@frontier.com 919-402-1814
JOHN NOBLE Treasurer, Finance Chair n jnoble43@nc.rr.com 770-313-0194
LARRY CHARNY Communications Chair n thecharnygroup@gmail.com 914-294-6929
PAULA CLARKE Neighbor Services Chair n paulaclarke@nc.rr.com 919-608-8560
ED HOLLAND Architecture Review/Landscaping Chair n edholland@hotmail.com 919-489-9809
MIKE MAYO Safety/Neighborhood Watch Chair n mikewmayo@gmail.com 973-722-4722
CONNI RIVERS Social Co-Chair n riverstilbury@yahoo.com 919-294-6703
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MILES FOR MARTINS
BACKGROUND: Through an acquaintance in Charlotte
who took part in the program last year, our family
learned about the Open Hearts & Homes for Children
(OHHC) orphan-hosting program and felt called to
participate.
OHHC is an all-volunteer organization that builds
relationships with orphanages in Ukraine and Latvia to
help facilitate hosting opportunities in several states
along the east coast. (There are other organizations like
it, and some place children all over the world.)
Each July, the orphanages in Eastern Europe close for
repairs and staff vacations (and really, to save money) and
send the kids to “summer camps.” These camps tend
to be unsupervised dorms that the kids—especially the
younger ones—dread. The more appealing alternative
to camp is for families to host these children in their
homes during the orphanage closures.
Based on first-hand accounts of those who have
participated in the hosting program, it is an amazing
experience for everyone involved. The orphans build
self-esteem though feeling the love of a family and
learning the English language, and the host families
find great emotional and spiritual reward in providing
the opportunity.
ABOUT MARTINS: We felt that Martins would be a
good fit for our family as we have two small children

and, at eight years old, he was one of the
youngest orphans (most tend to
be in their early teens). There
is not a lot known about his
background, but we were
told he comes from one of
the “better” orphanages in Latvia, is very sweet and
affectionate, and has some sort of undefined special
needs. So, while we are naturally a little nervous, we are
also very excited to spoil him and smother him with our
family’s love for his five-week stay this summer!
SUPPORT: The cost to send each child (and their
orphanage chaperone) to the US is $2,700. Martins was
granted a $500 scholarship and our family submitted
a $500 deposit with our application, leaving him with
$1,700 still to go to get to North Carolina. Based on
this, we established Miles for Martins, in which each $20
donation will bring Martins 50 miles closer to us. Our
generous friends, family, and Falconbridge neighbors
have helped him raise over $900 of that so far, with just
$700+ more to go!
For more details about Miles for Martins, visit http://
www.razoo.com/story/Miles-For-Martins. All donations
are tax-deductible and an official receipt will be mailed
from OHHC’s office in Pennsylvania.
For anyone interested in becoming a host family, more
information can be found at openheartsandhomes.org.

FALCONBRIDGE WEB ACCESS
www.falconbridgealliance.org
Newly launched, constantly being improved, an increasingly vital source of
information – progressive and historical. Do visit and often.
Town Homes – www. talismanagementgroup.com
Listserve – www.groups.yahoo.com/group/falconbridge
CCF – Pool & Clubhouse – www.FalconbridgeAlliance.org/pool
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