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WHAT’S HAPPENING

OCTOBER 2018
Each Mon & Thurs 1:00pm
MAH JONGG
lproctor700@gmail.com

Each Tues, Thurs, Sat • 9:30am
FIT FOR LIFE EXCERCISE CLASS
judy.rosen1010@gmail.com

Tues Oct 2 • 6:30/7:00pm
FCA/ALLIANCE BOARD MEETING
mikewmayo@gmail.com

Wed Oct 3 • 7:00pm
BOOK CLUB
ronitw1950@yahoo.com

Thurs Oct 4/Nov 1 • 9:30am
WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH
judyedholland@gmail.com

Sun Oct 7 • 4:00pm
ALLIANCE ANNUAL MEETING/
POTLUCK
edholland@hotmail.com

Wed Oct 10 • 7:15pm
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB
michelle.wolff1@gmail.com

Fri Oct 12 & 26 • 5:30pm
TRAVELING PUB
falconbridgepub@gmail.com

Sat Oct 13 • 6:00pm
GOURMET DINING GROUP
“Fall Harvest Dinner”
chparker@gmail.com
fitzhugh.karen@gmail.com

Tues Oct 16 • 7:00pm
3RD TUES. POKER NIGHT
jnoble43@nc.rr.com

Fri Oct 19 • 7:30pm
CINEMA 8 1/2 @ THE CLUBHOUSE
Central Station
Mon Oct 22 • 6:00pm
FHA BOARD MEETING
marese.casey@gmail.com

Tues Oct 23 • 6:00pm
BOWLING AT MARDI GRAS
lproctor700@gmail.com

Sat Oct 27 • 7:30pm
MOVIES @ THE CLUBHOUSE
Edward Scissorhands
Sun Oct 28 • Noon-5:00pm

FALCONBRIDGE ARTWALK
raetch@gmail.com

Wed Oct 31 • 5:45pm
HALLOWEEN PARTY FOR KIDS
@ THE CLUBHOUSE
lsheer@nc.rr.com

Message from the Alliance Board

Alliance Annual Meeting and More...
First, for those who might have
missed it, the annual meeting of the
Falconbridge Alliance is Sunday, October 7, at 4:00pm at the Clubhouse.
As usual, it will be followed by the
potluck dinner. Members who attend
or submit their proxy will vote on five
new board members, and single-family members of the Alliance will also
vote on an amendment to the FCA
by-laws. (You can read about the new
board members on page 3.) The agenda and other meeting materials are
posted at this link.
Second, those new board members,
like all of us, are volunteers, and
lately I’ve been reminded—with the
evolution of Falconbridge Pickleball—
just how important volunteers are to
Falconbridge.
To my mind, the most important new
development in the neighborhood is
the overwhelmingly positive reaction to pickleball. A few months ago,
volunteers cleaned up the surface of
the decaying tennis courts and painted new lines for two pickleball courts.
So many people have been showing
up for open play that volunteers are
going to have the surface repaired
and repainted to make room for four
courts.
Those who took part in the “Reimagining Falconbridge” project a couple
of years ago will remember that the
condition of the unused tennis courts
was a major subject of discussion.
Everyone agreed that in their dilapi-

dated state, they were an eyesore. Suggestions to improve them ranged from
a community garden to a dog park
to building more townhomes on the
land. For different reasons, no progress was made on any of those ideas,
leaving the field open for pickleball.
For those who have yet to discover
the game, imagine tennis played with
a solid paddle and a plastic whiffle
ball on a smaller court. At the beginner level it’s much more social than
competitive, and women and men
compete equally. Doubles are more
popular than singles. Games typically
last less than 15 minutes with players
cycling on and off the courts. (For
more information, see BJ Attwood’s
piece on page 6.)
Third, once again, Kelly and Shanti Quisenberry have volunteered to
head up the annual Luminaries project
for the neighborhood. Working with
Ronald McDonald House, the date of
Saturday, December 15 has been chosen for Falconbridge, and there will
be another potluck then, too. We’ll be
looking for more hands to help soon.
Finally, thanks to everyone who’s
moved to volunteer. We depend on
you!
—Mike Mayo
Alliance Board Co-Chair

Editor’s Note: Not all our October events fit this page. See the calendar on page 12 for more.
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• New Years Eve Gala

• Artwalk
• Alliance Meeting/Potluck
• New Board Elections
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• Power Outage Prep
• Pickleball Courts Coming
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HELP WANTED

Annual Membership Meeting
Potluck
SUNDAY,

&

Can you use a few extra
dollars?
Do you have editing and
computer skills?
Want to serve your
community?

OCTOBER 7,
4:00PM
AT THE CLUBHOUSE
COME ONE, COME ALL!

Please bring a salad, dessert, or entrée to the potluck.
It’s that time of year again with the Potluck Dinner (the Main Event), preceded by the Annual Membership Meeting (Opening Act). All Falconbridge
Alliance members are cordially invited and encouraged to bring a salad,
dessert, or entrée to share.
The meeting will offer a quick summary of the past year’s highlights, financial status, and more, followed by the election of one FCA (the single-family
homeowners association) and four new Alliance Board members (a total of
five new board members). Your vote is very important and may be cast by
proxy if you don’t plan to attend the October 7 meeting. (All Alliance members should have received a September 25 email with instructions for proxy
voting. Please contact edholland@hotmail.com if you didn’t receive the message or have more questions about proxy voting.) More information about the
October 7 meeting is posted here.
Please turn to next page for information on all five Board candidates. >>>

HALLOWEEN FUN IN FALCONBRIDGE!
On Wednesday, October 31, 2018 the Falconbridge Alliance will
host a Pizza Party for Falconbridge children and grandchildren
before trick-or-treating!
The fun will begin at 5:45pm at the Clubhouse with pizza, lemonade, and coloring. At 6:30pm Trick-or-Treaters and their adults
will walk over to Brookdale Senior Living to trick-or-treat there.
Please RSVP with the number of children and adults who plan to
attend by October 29 to lsheer@nc.rr.com so we can let Brookdale
know, and so we can know how much pizza to order.
Wear your costume!
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Join Falconbridge Alliance
The Bridge - Falconbridge Neighborhood News is
distributed monthly to all Falconbridge residents
as a neighborhood service.

YOU may be the next editor
of The Bridge!

Carol Land will retire as editor
of The Bridge, our Falconbridge
newsletter, in January, after a full
year on the job, and we’re looking
for someone to step into the role.
Our recent survey about the
newsletter confirmed how important the monthly missive is to
the neighborhood. And, since we
want to maintain the high quality readers have come to expect,
the Alliance is offering to pay a
Falconbridge resident to edit The
Bridge, beginning on 1/1/19.

The editor’s job is to solicit and
track submissions, organize and
gently edit articles, work with designer Mia Prior as she performs
her magic to turn text and photos
into the final product. The editor
also attends neighborhood social
events and occasional Alliance
Board and FHA Board meetings to
identify newsworthy topics.
Typically, it takes about 10 hours
a month to do the work. The pay
is $250 per month.
If you’re interested, please contact falconbridgenews@gmail.com
for more details.

Newsletter Editor:
Rae Thompson (guest editor) • falconbridgenews@gmail.com
Newsletter Designer:
Mia Prior • mjcprior@gmail.com

● ● Community
News & Events
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Meet the New Alliance Board Candidates
The FCA and Alliance Boards are pleased to recommend
the following slate of highly qualified candidates for the
Board of Directors positions that will be vacant as of the
Annual Meeting. Recommendation were based on candidates’ relevant experience on volunteer boards, energy
and enthusiasm, and their commitment to the Falconbridge community. See the list and bios below.

● Walt DeGrange

Candidate

Position

Term Ending

BJ Attwood

Alliance Board

September 2021

Stephanie Curtis

Alliance Board

September 2020

Walt DeGrange

FCA* and Alliance

September 2021

Sara Morris

Alliance Board

September 2019

I have lived in Falconbridge since 2015, after moving to
the area following 21 years in the U.S. Navy where my
primary job was in logistics. I’ve lived all over the world.
My last duty location was Monterey, CA. Now Director
of Analytics Capabilities for CANA Advisors, I recruit,
develop, and enable a team of analytics professionals to
produce high-level products across federal and commercial domains. I am also a faculty member at the University of Arkansas in the Operations Management graduate
program, and an MBA Executive Practicum Advisor at
the N.C. State University Poole School of Management.

Van Noah

Alliance Board

September 2021

● Sara Morris

*FCA Board members are elected by FCA (single-family) members and also serve as Directors on the Alliance Board.

● BJ Attwood
I am relatively new to Falconbridge and love the sense of
community and friendliness of people here. My professional life before Chapel Hill involved public relations
work and advertising for major national clients. Over the
last 10 years I’ve volunteered for non-profit organizations
doing public relations, volunteer coordination and development, and fund raising. I am currently the Promotions
Director for Chapel Hill Pickleball, which I see as a fun
sport and important social support system for retired
people. Its physical and psychological aspects have
prompted me to work with medical and social services
people in developing senior and youth programs.

● Stephanie Curtis
I am a geneticist recently retired from a career at N.C.
State University. Ron Swanstrom and I moved to Falconbridge over 30 years ago and raised our daughter here.
We love this friendly and active community and hope to
live here for many more years. I look forward to serving
on the Alliance Board and helping to nurture and further
the welcoming and vibrant spirit of our wonderful neighborhood.
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I love my new home in N.C. where my husband Ian
and I have now lived for just over two years. I also loved
my life in Connecticut teaching the wonderfully varied
and challenging subjects of Latin and Greek Mythology.
Originally from the Philadelphia suburbs, I was among
the first women to attend Franklin and Marshall College
in 1969. To England as a grad student, teacher of Latin,
and wife of a Brit. Back to the U.S.A. in 1979 to teach kids
aged 10-18. Mother of two, grandmother of four. Thank
goodness 6909 Knotty Pine Drive was available three
years ago!

● Van Noah
I work in a small non-profit research and education
organization that teaches business principles to defense
and other government professionals. I moved here from
Greensboro where I managed the N.C. Baker Engineering
office; before that I was the engineer for the N.C. Global
TransPark. I also served in the U.S. Army for 10 years,
part of that time in the 82nd Airborne Division. My wife
Meena and I are approaching our 14th year in Falconbridge and I’ve participated in several community efforts,
including the pond committee and the South Durham
odor project. We feel fortunate to find such a great place
to live.

● ● Community
News & Events
News & Events

Hurricane Florence Comes Calling
FHA Implements Its Emergency Action Plan
The line of violent thunderstorms
that drenched Falconbridge in the
pre-dawn hours of Monday, September 17, caused the rising water level
in the pond to overtop the dam. The
overtopping subsided after about
four hours, though water continued
to rush down the spillway into the
late morning.
Kathy King became aware of the
situation at 5:30am. As Pond Committee Chair, she immediately began
to implement our Emergency Action
Plan (EAP), which involved assembling a team of volunteers and notifying Becky Ward, our engineer, staff
at the State Emergency Operations,
and Jim Groves, Durham Emergency
Management director. Residents in
the 12 homes on Tottenham and Falconbridge that stood in harm’s way
should the dam fail (see the houses
in red on the map)
were contacted and advised to
monitor the level of water in the
drainageway behind their homes,
and to be prepared to take whatever
measures were necessary to ensure
their safety. Our Emergency Action
Plan had been prepared earlier this
year by Ward Engineering. Developing the plan was mandated by the
N.C. Dam Safety Program, and cost
the FHA $22,000.
Our dam has undergone multiple inspections during its 80-year existence
and successfully weathered many
hurricanes and severe rain events.
Despite this reassuring history, we
prefer to err on the side of prudence
and have scheduled our engineers
to reinspect the dam. In addition,
we have tasked the Pond Committee
with investigating possible options
to reduce the risk of similar future
events. These include dredging,
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maintaining the pond at a lower
level, or reducing its size by allowing
grasses and other native plants to fill
in the shallows.
Our spillway—the cut in the dam
at the west side—functions as a
relief valve. Would a wider spillway
have prevented Monday’s overtopping? Probably not. Would a deeper spillway—and consequently, a
lower water level—have done so?
Possibly. That is an option we are
exploring, though we know already
that costs—before construction even

Ron Johnston rescues a carp from the shallows
created below the dam. After the April 2016 fish
kill, the FHA restocked the pond with blue gills,
shell crackers, channel catfish, bass, and sterile
carp (a vegetarian species that helps control
aquatic weeds). In the background, pond water
cascades over the side of the dam.

includes the townhomes on Baywater,
Bloomsbury, and Weybridge, the
single-family homes on Falconbridge,
Charrington, and Shallowford; and
the BP station and retirement community. Water quality has been the
usual concern with runoff; we all
remember the disastrous (and odiferous) fish kill several years ago. This
recent experience suggests that water
volume should not be taken lightly
either.

began—would likely top $150,000 for
engineering and geotechnical surveys, environmental and municipal
permitting, and construction administration.
Another option—one we are loath
to consider—is to follow the lead of
many other cost-conscious HOAs:
breach the dam structure and eliminate the pond altogether.
Our pond, which lacks natural
springs, is fed by runoff from within
its small watershed (see above) that

Our pond is a community resource.
Even if you never take time to enjoy it, it is still a neighborhood asset
that adds to the value of your home.
Because the FHA is the legal entity
that owns the pond, the townhome
owners have for many years shouldered the full burden of its maintenance. The time has come for us
to sit down—not as townhome and
single-family homeowners—but as a
community and decide together the
future we desire for the pond and an
equitable way to securing it.
—Marese Casey
FHA President

● ● Community
News & Events
News & Events

Get Ready for

ART WALK

on Sunday October 28

As you read this, 14 artists are busy getting ready for the
third annual Falconbridge Art Walk on Sunday, October
28, noon to 5:00pm. We’re looking forward to another
great event—with cars lining the streets, houses crowded with shoppers, and neighbors eager to show off their
special “finds.” If you have attended before, you know

what fun it can be. If you have yet to check it out, make
this your first year and get a head start on your holiday gift
shopping. You’re in for a treat! CLICK HERE to download/print out a map showing where each artist will be,
as well as photos and descriptions of their art, to help you
map out your route.
—Rae Thompson

Farley Bernholz creates one of a kind
Farleyflies. Each one is magnetic and can
be placed on a lampshade, plant leaf,
or a refrigerator. Farleyflies bring “good
vibrations” to everyone.

Helen Inglis has been working in her glass
studio this season on garden suncatchers
and tapas plates of various sizes and color
combinations. Please stop by and take a
look.

Loretta Day will offer for sale: framed
and unframed watercolors, gicleé prints,
and original and printed greeting cards. A
bargain rack will be available during the Art
Walk.

Mike Mayo is the author of several books
on popular culture. His Jimmy Quinn novels
are set in Prohibition-era New York. Each
sale comes with a shot of good whiskey.

Michelle Deneke’s Christmas pins make
beautiful gifts for teachers, hostesses, and
anyone who likes a little contemporary
whimsy. These pins look fabulous on coats,
sweaters and scarves—and as necklaces
too.
Pat Dickieson creates jewelry using semiprecious gems, freshwater pearls, pearls,
and silver/gold plate. She will have earrings
and necklaces for sale, including Tibetan
style pendants.
Susan Frost designs and creates
unique hand-crafted sterling silver and
copper earrings and necklaces. She uses
silversmithing techniques and works out of
her home studio.
Judy Holland has been having fun
making fused glass art for several years. She
makes small plates and platters as well as
whimsical items for home and garden.
Ginger Holler is a mixed media collage
artist. She is inspired by nature and the
reuse and reimagining of discarded and
new materials. She will have Cottage
Plaques, Uplift Quote Packs, Book Tags, Bath
Salts, Altered Book Kits & more.
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Ian Morris is a retired high school science
teacher and coach. He continues to pursue
a lifelong interest in photography with
subjects ranging from sports to theater and
from photo microscopy to wildlife.
Richard Perry has photographed for 60
years and exhibited for 40. Sometimes
dramatic, sometimes meditative, his images
(especially landscapes and gardens) are
available in large and small prints and
greeting cards.
Kelly Proctor uses the acrylic pour
technique to create abstract, one-of-a-kind
pieces using coasters, trivets, and canvas.
Rae Thompson creates imaginative
abstract paintings and original greeting
cards—on canvas and paper—using an
intuitive interplay of acrylic paints and
textures.
Dan White paints seascapes, landscapes,
florals, and still life—with oils on canvas. His
current specialty is puppies, which he paints
for friends and the pure joy of painting.

● ● Community
News & Events
News & Events

Pickleball Enthusiasm On the Rise

New Year’s Eve
Celebration Planned
The holiday season is fast approaching and plans are underway in
Falconbridge for a fabulous Alliancesponsored New Year’s Eve party at
the Clubhouse. For those of you who
attended the Fund-Raising Gala for
the renovation of the Clubhouse a
few years ago, this party will be Gala
Number Two.
We are planning a semi-formal
evening event from 9:00pm to midnight with heavy hors d’oeuvres, a
DJ for dancing, and a live feed of the
Ball Drop in NYC, accompanied by a
champagne toast at midnight. There
will also be other activities including
line dancing and hourly door-prize
drawings.
Gala Number Two will also be a
fund-raiser for the Clubhouse. Proceeds from the event will be used to
purchase sound-absorbing blackout
curtains and acoustical panels that
will greatly enhance the use of the
Clubhouse for members and guests.
The Gala’s price will be announced
soon. Drinks will be BYOB. Since we
are limited to 80 people, you need
to reserve ASAP! Please call or text
Barb Carroll (919-724-0904) or Ann
Noble (770-313-0657) for reservations
and/or information. We look forward
to celebrating with you!
—Ann Noble

The pickleball community at Falconbridge continues to grow! There are
50 people on our email list and 20-30
people playing on open play days.
Our big news is permission from
the FHA board to officially turn the
old courts into pickleball courts and
repair the cracks and poor surface.
Repairs and resurfacing are being
funded by pickleball players, and
nets and equipment are being donated to the group.
If you are curious about this addictive, fun sport, email BJ Attwood at
attwoodbj@gmail.com to add your
name to the email list. Pickleball is
easy to learn, lessons are free, and we
have equipment available to get you
playing.

Kelly and Lawrence Proctor’s granddaughter
Natalie and BJ Attwood’s grandsons Quinn and
Charlie practice for their turn at the nets. A sure
sign that pickleball is fun for all ages!

Open play is Sunday at 9:30am,
Tuesday at 9:00am, and Wednesday
at 5:30pm. We are adding more days
and play times, so get on our email
list to be included. You don’t need a

partner or a court reservation, just
show up and mix in. Pickleball has
a different culture than tennis, and
getting involved is easy.
The courts will be closed for three or
four days during the repair and resurfacing. We intend to play throughout the fall and winter, so come join
us and see what the excitement is all
about!
See you on the courts!

—BJ Attwood

Game Night: Save the Date!
The next Game Night will be

ATTENTION!
If you are not receiving
pickleball emails and would like to be on
the email list, please email attwoodbj@
gmail.com to be included in open play
and individual announcements.

6

Diagram of the new Falconbridge
pickleball courts.

Saturday, Nov. 17,
7:00 – 9:00pm.
More details to follow.

Call or email Barb Carroll (919-4190519 or jimandbarb@nc.rr.com) for
information or to RSVP.
—Barb Carroll

● ● Townhome News

FALCONBRIDGE HOMEOWNERS ASSN.

town
home
HAPPENINGS

FHA Board
meets Monday,
Oct 22 at 6 pm
at the Clubhouse

September 2018

Message from Marese Casey, FHA PRESIDENT
Thankfully, our community went largely untouched

during Hurricane Florence’s slow march across the Carolinas. We
suffered no flooding I’m aware of and only one tree down, although an
inconvenient one, as it cuts off our gated short cut to the shopping cen-

ter (see photo below). Possible flooding behind units 1-5
on Waltham was averted by Wayne Mascarella,
who lives at #2, and his pump. Neighbors looking out for neighbors!
That we ultimately dodged the bullet does
not mean there weren’t moments of high
drama. The downpour that began in the predawn on Monday overwhelmed the pond and
sent water (and fish) cascading over the dam. I
give a detailed account of this elsewhere in this
newsletter and won’t go into it here.
EXCEPT to say … we owe a big Thank You
to Kathy King, the “first responder” who alerted us to the overwashing at 5:30 in the morning, helped implement our Emergency Action
Plan, and remained at her post until late in the
evening, juggling the plates in the drain that
manually controls the pond’s water level.
We are all aware that thousands of our fellow citizens across the state have not been as
lucky. Please consider supporting relief efforts.

Neighborhood Gatherings
I was delighted to be a guest of two neighborhood gatherings last month.

Photo by Maggie Roos-Codsi

Bloomsbury — The food, drink, and conversation at Bloomsbury’s September 8 pot
luck were great. After the meal we took the
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opportunity to discuss landscapping issues
in general and TROSA upcoming work in
particular, to ensure that all were on the
same page. Thank you, Bloomsbury! You
are a great example of a mini community
within a community.
Wellesley — The party at 4 Wellesley on September 23 was to welcome new neighbors.
 Priscilla Keane-Armstrong and Nolan
Armstrong moved to #2 from Durham;
 The new owners of #1, Alex Lichtler and
Robin Schwartz, plan to move from
Connecticut at the end of the year.
 When Kris Morgan and Michael McCracken move into #7 in early October,
the town home’s youngest resident,
4-month-old Saoirse, will also.
The event was also the last official function
of Welcome Committee chair, Harriet Crisp,
as she turns over the reins. If you’re interested
in the position — it’s a great way to make new
friends! — please contact Bolton Anthony.

Board Action
At its September 17th meeting, the Board:
 Approved the use of the tennis courts
for Pickleball, accepting a $5,000 donation from Richard Balamucki to cover
the cost of resurfacing;
 Elected Darren Byerly to the position
of Vice President; and
 Selected Richard Robinson to fill out Ron
Johnston’s term. Dick has lived at 16 Vauxhall Place for over 30 years and previously
served on the board. He is the retired
general counsel for the UNC system.
Please note that the next Board meeting is
October 22 — the fourth, not the third, Monday— where tthe prime matter for business
will be the approval of the 2019 budget.

Tuesdays with Danielle
Tuesday, Oct 9, at 10:30 am
Tuesday, Oct 23, at 10:30 am

Landscaping Open Forum
Thursday, Oct 25, at 5-6 pm

All meetings at the Clubhouse

Caring for our trees
Our residents — and prospective home

buyers — find the community’s “park like”
setting, particularly the abundance of mature
trees, a prime attraction .
How do we care for this treasure ? Once
or twice a year, with help from homeowners, we create a list of trees that need to be
limbed up or taken down.
As a policy, we remove
only trees that are dead,
dying, diseased, or a safety
hazard. To save money,
we try to “batch” the work,
scheduling it for the same
day, as opposed to letting individual work orders. In the
most recent cycle, bids were let and Traynor
Tree Service was selected to do the work.
The cost of removing a tree depends on its
size and location and the equipment required.
Where trees can be felled simply, the cost
ranges from $400 to $600. Where the tree experts must climb the tree and start at the top,
the cost can range from $1,000 to over $2,000.
We usually leave the tree stump, because
grinding is time consuming and adds cost.
We may do one more tree removal exercise before the end of the year, depending on
what the weather brings us.

Landscaping Update
We are changing track, after recognizing
that the idea of a formal Landscape Committee
has failed to capture our community’s imagination. Instead, we will hold an open forum
on the last Thursday of each month, from
5-6 pm at the Clubhouse. We hope this will
allow homeowners to contribute suggestions
and feedback on day-to-day operations.
Last month, TROSA completed the clean
up of the “jungle” behind Bloomsbury. Residents’ feedback has been so positive that we
may discuss contracting with them for weekly
maintenance of Bloomsbury. Just a thought.
— Marese Casey and Jean Sellers
Landscape Committee Co-chairs

●●@
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Saturday Oct 27 Edward Scissorhands

nnounced)

oria

nny romantic comedy set in

unced)

Blossoms

tunning German drama which
ofundity of impermanence.

Late Life Love

Zorba the Greek

MARCH (Date to be announced)
The Undiscovered Country
APRIL

An uptight English writer traveling to Crete on a matter of business
finds his life changed forever when he meets Alexis Zorba.

(Date to be announced)

The Holy Fool
Friday Oct 19
g to Crete on a matter of business
Central Station

FalconbridgeHOA.org/movies.htm
n he meets Alexis Zorba.

ced)

he Greek

For further information, go to

Cynical, retired school
teacher, Dora has a
little stand in Rio’s
bustling
Central
Station where she
writes letters for
people who are illiterate . . . then throws
the letters away. One day a mother and her
9-year-old son, Josue, use her services to
dictate a letter to the woman’s missing husband. Soon after, the mother is struck and
killed by a bus. What follows is an extraordinary journey of mutual self-discovery.
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FalconbridgeHOA.org/movies.htm

Showings begin at 7:30 pm

Sponsored by RFC/ The AlliAnce

Saturday Oct 27 Edward Scissorhands
Tim Burton’s masterpiece is a fairy tale told within a snow globe about
an innocent (Johnny Depp) who’s brought down from a mountaintop
mansion to the suburbs by Avon lady Dianne Wiest. If you and your
kids and grandkids have only seen this one at home, you really should
experience it on the big screen. One of the very best, with a rapturous
score by Danny Elfman.

● ● Neighbor Services/Aging in Place

Please Attend
Falconbridge Friends
Meeting Sunday October 14
Falconbridge Friends is a Falconbridge Alliance neighborhood volunteer program (see https://www.falconbridge.org/neighbor-services/falconbridge-friends/ ).
We respond to neighbors’ requests for rides to medical
appointments or assistance after illness, surgery, or childbirth, or when other limitations arise. Simply put, we are
“Neighbors helping neighbors.”
Volunteers play one or more roles including clarifying what assistance a neighbor needs, scheduling meal
delivery or visits, preparing or delivering meals, visiting neighbors, rolling out trash bins, providing rides, or
shopping for a neighbor. We encourage our members to
volunteer for tasks they enjoy. There are many ways to
pitch in.
Thinking about joining Falconbridge Friends? If you have been
thinking about joining the Falconbridge Friends volunteer group,
October
please consider attending our
Falconbridge Friends Semi-Annual
Meeting and Volunteer Orientation
on Sunday, October 14, 3:00-4:30pm
at the Falconbridge Clubhouse.
Perks include door prizes, light snacks, and a chance to
meet more neighbors!

Sunday

14

How to Contact
Falconbridge Friends
If you would like to request help from Falconbridge
Friends or learn more about volunteer opportunities,
email FalconbridgeFriends@gmail.com
or call 919-391-8210.
A Friends co-coordinator will respond within a day or
two to messages, which are either requesting help or
asking about volunteer opportunities.

Do you need transportation services
(including rides to the airport)?
Go to the Falconbridge Alliance website
then click “Transportaion Services”
to find volunteers.

EXPERIENCE • KNOWLEDGE • TRUST

Please email FalconbridgeFriends@gmail.com or leave a
voicemail at 919-391-8210 if you plan to attend.
Current Falconbridge Friend members are required to
attend at least one of the two meetings we hold each year.
If you are a current member and missed our February
meeting, please come for your refresher on October 14th!
—Rosalie Dominik

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
is available for loan to
Falconbridge Alliance members
through the Falconbridge
Friends.

Supplies include
wheelchair, walkers, bedside
commodes, shower chairs,
and more.
Please contact Claudia
Stephens at
919-490-1397 or
RalCStep@gmail.com.
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There is still a shortage of homes for sale in our area.
It is a great time to list your house if you are thinking
about selling this Fall. Take advantage of this prime
seller’s market while the rates are still low.
CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR
HOME IS CURRENTLY WORTH
Check out my testimonials on robbiedavisrealtor.com

Robbie Davis

Selling Falconbridge Homes Since 1990

rdavis@fmrealty.com ■ 919-402-1217

● ● Nature
News &News
Events

Galling Grody Geese Not Gone for Good
What a thrill to see the quick response by the Canada geese to the
neighborhood effort to discourage
them from our pond! Based on direct
observations over the past couple of
weeks, it seems that the establishment of a healthy and intact riparian
buffer has had the desired effort of
encouraging the geese to gather and
go. Thank you to the single-family
homeowners who have not mowed
to the water’s edge and allowed the
natural reeds and grasses to grow!
Thank you to the townhome volunteers who put stakes and roping barriers in the gaps of the riparian edge!
The research findings for this short
natural science project are clear.

1. The pond surrounds smell better.
2. The adjacent lawn is more
attractive without all the goose
poop.
3. Sleep is deeper without the interruptions of multiple squawking events during the night.
4. Another study is needed next
year to monitor the situation.
Yes, neighbors, they will be back in
the spring! As Canada geese return
to the same spot for nesting, they
require annual discouragement from
establishing an ever-expanding colony. Thankfully, there are so many
lovely golf courses in our area from

which they can choose! (And you
wondered about the real reason that
golfers now use carts instead of walking…) The pond’s riparian buffer will
need to be maintained, with continuation of support materials (stakes,
rope) in the gaps, as indicated. The
related gratifying news is that our
quieter avian pond residents—great
blue heron, green heron, kingfisher—
are still present and fishing.
—Catherine Alguire

● ● New Neighbors

WELCOME

to Falconbridge

A New Breed of Realtor®
Cash back for Home Buyers
Lower commissions for Sellers
Full Service

Betty Sultan
Street Address: 2204 Ridgefield Drive.
Cell phone:
617-315-5369
Email:
bhsultan@verizon.net
Moved from:
Boston, MA
Pets:
Giorgio - Yorkshire Terrier
Career: 	Asst. Dean, Office of Student Affairs, MIT
(retired)
Interests/Hobbies: G
 ardening, sailing, reading, cooking and
travelling

Falconbridge welcomes new neighbors with

open arms...and lots of information. Members of
our townhome and single-family home Welcome
Committees visit new
arrivals as a way for us
to learn a little about new
folks—making it easier for
us to connect around shared
interests and build new
friendships.
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Thinking about a move?
If you’re thinking of selling, get
in touch: My Dog Tess offers
exceptional service at a cost that
can’t be matched.
Planning a move somewhere local?
Ask how buyers get cash back at
closing when they work with
My Dog Tess.

Barry & Noah Slobin
Your Falconbridge
My Dog Tess Team

919-490-1829
slobinteam@mydogtess.com

www.mydogtess.com

Click to read reviews here.

FULL SERVICE, NO SURPRISES – GREAT RESULTS
Call for free consultation

● ● Good To Know

November 6 Elections Alert: Early Voting and Sample Ballot
It’s nearly time to vote. Here is
some key information for you as you
prepare to cast your ballot this fall.
When and Where: The last day to
register is Friday, October 12, unless
you use same-day registration, which
is possible only during early voting.
• If you want to vote early, you can
do so from October 17 through
November 3 at any Durham
County polling location. In general, hours are 7:00am to 7:00pm,
with the exception of Saturdays
and Sundays. CLICK HERE to
download exact locations and
times.
• If you want to vote on Election
Day—Tuesday, November 6—
you must vote at the polling place

designated for our Precinct 53.2:
Triangle Church, 5510 Barbee
Chapel Road, which will be open
from 6:30am to 7:30pm.

A

CLICK HERE to access the Durham
County Board of Elections FAQ page
for additional information about the

C

G
0011

*G0011*
BALLOT MARKING INSTRUCTIONS:

| A. With the marking device provided or a black ball point pen, completely fill in the oval
| to the left of each candidate or selection of your choice as shown.
| B. Where authorized, you may write in a candidate by filling in the oval and writing the
| name on the Write-in line.
| C. If you tear, deface or wrongly mark this ballot, return it to request a replacement.
FEDERAL OFFICES

★

NC Superior Court Judge
District 14B
Seat 1

Sheriff

(You may vote for ONE)

(You may vote for ONE)

Clarence Birkhead

US House of Representatives
District 4

What’s on the Ballot: Because the
ballot this year is long, it may help
to take a sample ballot (pre-marked
with your choices) to help you move
through the process more quickly.
CLICK HERE to download a sample
ballot.
Remember to turn your ballot over.
The six proposed NC constitutional
amendments are listed on the back
of the ballot. They are neither numbered nor descriptively labeled.

B

Sample Ballot
Durham County, North Carolina
November 6, 2018

James E. (Jim) Hardin, Jr.

Democrat

(You may vote for ONE)

Democrat

Barbara Howe

JUDICIAL OFFICES

Libertarian

Steve A. (Von) Loor

(You may vote for ONE)

Michael O'Foghludha

No primaries for judicial office
were held in 2018. The
information listed by each of the
following candidates' names
indicates only the candidates'
party affiliation or unaffiliated
status on their voter registration at
the time they filed to run for office.

Republican

David Price
Democrat

STATE OFFICES

NC State Senate
District 20

Democrat

NC Superior Court Judge
District 14B
Seat 3
(You may vote for ONE)

Josephine Kerr Davis
Democrat

Dawn Baxton
Democrat

NC Supreme Court
Associate Justice
Seat 1

(You may vote for ONE)

Floyd B. McKissick, Jr.

NC District Court Judge
District 14
Seat 1

(You may vote for ONE)

Democrat

Tom Stark

(You may vote for ONE)

Dave Hall

Barbara Jackson

Republican

Republican

Democrat

Jared Erickson

Christopher (Chris) Anglin

Fred Battaglia, Jr.

Republican

Libertarian

Democrat

NC District Court Judge
District 14
Seat 2

Anita Earls

NC House of Representatives
District 54

Democrat

NC Court of Appeals Judge
Seat 1

(You may vote for ONE)

Robert T. Reives II

(You may vote for ONE)

Doretta L. Walker

(You may vote for ONE)

Democrat

Jay Stobbs

Democrat

NC District Court Judge
District 14
Seat 3

Andrew T. Heath

Republican

Republican

John S. Arrowood

PROSECUTORIAL OFFICES

(You may vote for ONE)

Democrat

Democrat

NC District Court Judge
District 14
Seat 4

(You may vote for ONE)

Jefferson G. Griffin

(You may vote for ONE)

(You may vote for ONE)

Republican

Satana Deberry

Tobias (Toby) Hampson

Democrat

Brian C. Wilks

Democrat

Democrat

NC District Court Judge
District 14
Seat 5

Sandra Alice Ray

COUNTY OFFICES

Republican

NC Court of Appeals Judge
Seat 3

(You may vote for ONE)

James T. (Jim) Hill

(You may vote for ONE)

Clerk of Superior Court
(You may vote for ONE)

Republican

Chuck Kitchen

Clayton Jones

Republican

Archie Smith

Democrat

NC District Court Judge
District 14
Seat 6

Michael Monaco, Sr.

Democrat

★

Pat Evans

NC Court of Appeals Judge
Seat 2

District Attorney
District 16

★

NC Superior Court Judge
District 14B
Seat 2

Write-in

Libertarian

Allegra Katherine Collins

(You may vote for ONE)

Democrat

Amanda Maris
Democrat

Continue voting
next side
A

B

North Carolina

C

E

★

Ballot Style G0011

-- VOTE BOTH SIDES --

upcoming election, including candidates, proposed amendments, and
much more.

● ● Neighborhood Watch

Are You Prepared For a Long-Term Power Outage?
For Falconbridge, Florence was the
hurricane that didn’t happen. Mostly.
While other parts of the state were
devastated, we got away with hard
rain and a little wind. And we experienced no serious power outages.
Our luck can’t hold. Eventually a
hurricane or snowstorm will hit us
and knock out power for more than
a few hours. Here are two tips for
being ready.
1. Find a Rayovac USB Backup
Charger (model PS73-4B). Smart
devices have become integral to
our lives, but need to be recharged
regularly. So, you’re going to need
an external source of power to stay
in touch with family and friends
and keep yourself from significant
boredom by playing games, watching movies, or sharing your pain
on social media.
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This Rayovac Charger is the only
one I’ve found that works with AA
batteries. There are dozens of rechargeable portable backups for sale. But if you
lose power for an extended period of time, they’re
not going to be of much
use. I have not found it at
any local stores, but it is
still available from Amazon and Walmart online,
for about $15.
2. Stock up on batteries. I’ve now
got several mega-packs of AAs,
AAAs, Cs and Ds stored away.
They’re the conventional alkaline
batteries with a shelf life of 10
years. Does that still hold if they’ve
been removed from the packaging?
I don’t know. Just to be on the safer
side, I bought some lithium AAs.

They’re much more expensive, but
claim to last for 20 years, and, with
lithium, you don’t have to worry
about their leaking and oozing as
they age and lose their juice. Consumer Reports says, “We prefer
lithium batteries over alkaline for
hard-to-access or infrequently used
devices, because of lithium’s higher stability (lower ‘self-discharge’
or power loss over time).”
In short, I think it’s a good idea to
have a supply of lithium batteries
and at least one of the Rayovac Backup Chargers with your collection of
extra flashlights and battery-operated
lanterns. If our luck holds we’ll never
need them, but that’s not likely.
—Mike Mayo,
Neighborhood Watch Coordinator
falconbridgenw@gmail.com

● ● Message from Our Board
Summary of September, 2018 Alliance Board Meeting
Due to lack of a quorum at September 4 Board meeting, the following items were unanimously approved,
per Alliance bylaws, via email vote of September 12-13,
2018:
■ Approved the Minutes of August 8, 2018.
■ Received the August 31 financial report.

■ Approved a 2018-19 budget for the fiscal year
beginning October 1. Membership fees will remain
unchanged.

■ Waived the 10 percent fee for the October 28 Art
Walk that has been charged in the past for art works
sold from the Clubhouse.

■ Received a report on pickleball. Approved a
recommendation that the FHA end the pickleball trial
period and establish pickleball as a permanent Falconbridge
recreational opportunity. The Board recognized that the
Alliance might consider making a financial contribution in
the future.
■ Noted that no one in the community had responded
to the August newsletter article soliciting a volunteer
coordinator for the proposed Neighborhood Talent and
Skills List.
Further details are available from Mike Mayo.
NOTE: There was no FCA (Single-Family) Board Meeting in
September.

● ● Calendar & Contacts
Fa l c o n b r i d g e C a l e n d a r : O c t o b e r 2 0 1 8
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

1

2 FIT FOR LIFE

3

4 WOMEN’S

5

6

MAH JONGG
1:00pm

7

ALLIANCE
ANNUAL
MEETING/
POTLUCK
4:00pm

14
FALCONBRIDGE

CLUBHOUSE
FRIENDS MEETING
3:00-4:30pm
CLOSED
FOR
RENOVATIONS*

21

28

FALCONBRIDGE
ART WALK
Noon - 5pm

8 GENTLE FLOW
YOGA
9:30am

COFFEE KLATCH
9:30am
FIT FOR LIFE
9:30am
MAH JONGG
1:00pm

9:30am

ALLIANCE

BOARD MEETING

6:30/7:00pm

BOOK CLUB
7:00pm

9

10

11

FIT FOR LIFE
9:30am

MAH JONGG
1:00pm

15 GENTLE FLOW

YOGA
9:30am
MAH JONGG
1:00pm

22 GENTLE FLOW

YOGA
9:30am
MAH JONGG
1:00pm
FHA BOARD MEETING
6:00pm

29 GENTLE FLOW
YOGA
9:30am
MAH JONGG
1:00pm

WOMEN’S BOOK
CLUB
7:15pm

16

17

FIT FOR LIFE
9:30am

24

30

FIT FOR LIFE
9:30am

FIT FOR LIFE
9:30am

18

19

20

FIT FOR LIFE
9:30am

CINEMA 81/2 @ THE

FIT FOR LIFE
9:30am
MAH JONGG
1:00pm

BOWLING
6:00pm

13
GOURMET
DINING GROUP
6:00pm

25

FIT FOR LIFE
9:30am

12

TRAVELING PUB
5:30-7:30pm

MAH JONGG
1:00pm

POKER NIGHT
7:00pm

23

FIT FOR LIFE
9:30am
MAH JONGG
1:00pm

WATER AEROBICS
9:00am

FIT FOR LIFE
9:30am

CLUBHOUSE

Central Station
7:30pm

26

27 FIT FOR LIFE

TRAVELING PUB
5:30-7:30pm

MOVIES @ THE
CLUBHOUSE
Edward Scissorhands
7:30pm

9:30am

31		
HALLOWEEN
PARTY FOR KIDS
@ THE
CLUBHOUSE
5:45pm

FALCONBRIDGE-SPONSORED SOCIAL GROUPS
BOOK CLUB* Ronit Weingarden: ronitw1950@yahoo.com
GAME NIGHT GROUP* Barb Carroll: jimandbarb@nc.rr.com
GOURMET DINING GROUP* Carolyn Parker: chparker43@gmail.com &

THIRD TUESDAY POKER* John Noble: jnoble43@nc.rr.com
TRAVELING PUB Barb Carroll: falconbridgepub@gmail.com
WINE TASTING GROUP* Jim Carroll & Bob Jackson:

Karen Fitzhugh: fitzhugh.karen@gmail.com 				

MAH JONGG* Lawrence Proctor: lproctor700@gmail.com
MARDI GRAS BOWLING Lawrence Proctor: lproctor700@gmail.com
PICKLEBALL BJ Attwood: attwoodbj@gmail.com
STUDIO TIME FOR ARTISTS* Ann Noble: annnoble@nc.rr.com
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jimcarrollnc@gmail.com

WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH* Judy Holland: judyedholland@gmail.com
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB* Michelle Wolff: michelle.wolff1@gmail.com
* Must be a member of the Alliance to participate			

WEB ACCESS
www.falconbridge.org

WHY JOIN THE ALLIANCE?
With your Alliance Membership, you can:

• Stay up to date on neighborhood news with our newsletter and
website
• Share information with your neighbors via our listserv

(Falconbridge Alliance) – [Constantly being
improved, an increasingly vital source of information
– progressive and historical. Do visit often.]

• Look up a neighbor in our Falconbridge directory

FalconbridgeHOA.org

• Meet your neighbors at our numerous social events

(Townhomes)

• Pursue interests with a variety of sponsored social groups

groups.yahoo.com/groups/FalconbridgeAlliance

• Receive discounts on some Alliance-sponsored classes and
events

(Listserv)

• Participate in special members-only events

www.Falconbridgehoa.org/pool.htm

(Pool and Clubhouse)

• Feel more secure with our Neighborhood Watch
• Be reassured that trained neighborhood volunteers can help
your family with transportation, meals, and other services if you
have a short-term health or other crisis

https://www.facebook.com/groups/153955664771981/

(Falconbridge Families Facebook)

• Ensure the continued growth of programs and activites to
enhance the lives of all Falconbridge residents

2017-2018 Falconbridge Alliance Board of Directors
Ed Holland (SF), Co-Chair • edholland@hotmail.com • 919-489-9809
Mike Mayo (TH), Co-Chair, Communications, Neighborhood Watch • mikewmayo@gmail.com • 973-722-4772
Petra Epple (SF) • epplep13@gmail.com • 919-260-5959
Howard Goldberg (TH), Treasurer • hgoldberg16@gmail.com • 518-878-8296
Robert Kintz (SF) • rkintz@email.unc.edu • 919-932-7849
Kathryn Myers (SF) • Kathryndmyers@gmail.com • 757-323-2619
Pam Richey (TH) • pamfrichey@gmail.com • 919-641-8525
Linda Sheer (SF) • lsheer@nc.rr.com • 919-636-1825
SF=Single-Family home TH=Town home

2017-2018 FCA Board of Directors
Ed Holland, President • edholland@hotmail.com • 919-489-9809
Petra Epple • epplep13@gmail.com • 919-260-5959
Linda Sheer • lsheer@nc.rr.com • 919-636-1825

2017-18 Falconbridge FHA Board of Directors (Townhomes)
OFFICERS
Marese Casey, (Interim) President • marese.casey@gmail.com • 919-817-3218
Darren Byerly, Vice President and Facilities • universitysports@frontier.com • 919-345-0787
Kathy King, Treasurer • kekingnc@gmail.com • 919-768-6769
Naveed Moeed, Secretary • naveed.moeed@gmail.com • 919-203-8709
AT LARGE MEMBERS
Bolton Anthony, Communications/Welcome • BoltonAnthony@outlook.com
Kim Fahs, Pool and Clubhouse • Kim.fahs3@gmail.com
Jean Sellers, Landscape • jean.b.sellers@gmail.com • 919-923-9552
Pete Waggoner, Architectural Review • pete.waggoner@yahoo.com • 919-408-0144
Dick Robinson • rhrjrwebtv@aol.com • 919-493-4230
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