NOVEMBER

UPCOMING

EVENTS

November 2015

Each Mon. & Thurs. 1:30pm
MAH JONGG
paulaclarke@nc.rr.com

Each Tues. • 1:00pm
STUDIO TIME FOR ARTISTS
Painting, Mixed Media, Collage
annnoble@nc.rr.com

Tues. Nov. 3 • 7:00pm
ALLIANCE BOARD MEETING
jnoble43@nc.rr.com

Wed. Nov. 4 • 7:00pm
BOOK CLUB

ronitw1950@yahoo.com /
919-493-8296 (Bill Brown)

Thurs. Nov. 5 & 19
9:30am-11am

WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH
judyedholland@gmail.com

Wed. Nov. 11 • 7:30pm
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB

michelle.wolff1@gmail.com

Fri. Nov. 13 & 27 • 5:30pm
TRAVELING PUB
falconbridgepub@gmail.com

Sat. Nov. 14 • 7:00-9:00pm
GAME NIGHT

RSVP: alquire.catherine@gmail.com

Tues. Nov. 17 • 11:30am-2pm
SPORTING LIFE CLUB
for WOMEN & MEN
Pool/Darts/Games @ Bailey’s
guyhickey@aol.com

Wed. Nov. 18 • 7:00pm
3rd WED. POKER NIGHT
jnoble43@nc.rr.com

Fri. Nov. 20
PHOTO CONTEST DEADLINE
See page 5 for details

Tues. Nov. 24 • 6:00pm
BOWLING at Mardi Gras
lproctor@nc.rr.com

NEIGHBORHOOD

falconbridgealliance.org

NEWS

falconbridgealliance@gmail.com

We Are the Falconbridge Family
Cooler temperatures, falling leaves,
and the end of Daylight Savings
Time—these are all signs that we’re entering a new season, one characterized
by numerous holidays and time with
family and friends. As Thanksgiving
approaches, let’s remember all we have
to be thankful for in Falconbridge: A
beautiful neighborhood with dozens
of volunteers working hard to make
Falconbridge a great place to live by
organizing social events, managing
Alliance business, helping people in
need, keeping everyone informed,
filling the dog waste bag containers, fixing mail box locks, helping to
maintain the landscaping, working to
keep us safe, conducting architectural
reviews according to the covenants,
creating the directory, improving the
clubhouse, organizing the luminary
charity display, maintaining a resident directory, welcoming new neighbors, managing clubhouse activities,
and financing The Alliance with annual
dues! My sincere thanks to all volunteers for their time, talents, energy, and
community spirit.
This month, we’re also entering a new
“season” as a community, with newly
elected Board members and renewed
commitment from those already serving. One of the biggest items on our
agenda going forward is the clubhouse
renovation. Plans for Phase 2 of the
work have been created by a joint
committee of FHA and Alliance members. If funding is approved, the work
is scheduled to begin in January and be

Message from Our President
completed by mid-March. Once the
renovations are done, the Alliance will
have rental privileges until 2031, and
the FHA will have a rental property
instead of a financial burden. And
we will all have a comfortable, up-todate facility where we can congregate,
celebrate, and participate. It’s a real
win-win-win!

Because the relationship between
the Alliance and the FHA continues
to be strong, I know we can accomplish much over the coming years.
One possibility is creating an outdoor
gathering area by the clubhouse that
would incorporate a covered pavilion,
grill(s), and playground. Other possibilities will arise from our re-visioning
process. There’s no telling what we
can achieve by working (and playing)
together. Please join our cadre of volunteers to do your part.
We are the Falconbridge family.
— John Noble

INSIDE:
Meet the New Board • Wonderful Wine Tasting • Photo Contest
Falconbridge Friends • New Calendar! • Scams & Schemes • Golf Anyone?

● ● News & Events

Neighbors Flock to Annual Alliance Members Meeting
More than 100 people crowded into
the clubhouse for the annual members meeting. Board members and
committee chairs caught everyone
up to date on the many accomplishments and events from the past year.
Social Committee Chair Harriet Crisp reminded us of the many
events the Alliance either hosted or
participated in—from the Halloween
Party, Luminary Party, and Easter
Egg Hunt, to the Pool Opening Cookout, Fourth of July Parade, and the
National Night Out Ice Cream Social.
Speaking on behalf of Neighbor
Services Chair Paula Clarke, Ronit
Weingarden reported that the Falconbridge Friends group had more
than five teams supporting neighbors
through post-surgery recovery or
longer-term illnesses by providing
meals, transportation, social visits,
and help around the house.
Mike Mayo, who chairs the Neighborhood Watch, noted that there had
been some home and car break-ins,
but the biggest illegal event this past
year was the unauthorized latenight party at the Clubhouse, which

sparked discussion
of improving the
security system.
Architectural
Review Chair Ed
Holland reported
that the Board
had received and
approved seven applications
during the past
12 months: two
for new fence construction, two for
screened porches, one for a brick
retaining wall, one for major landscape renovation, and one for new
home construction. Emphasizing
that no pre-approval is required
for incidental tree removal, minor
landscape modifications, and home
interior remodeling, Ed encouraged
those planning major exterior work
to contact him first, as well as inform
neighbors of their plans.
Jamie Ashmore, our new Membership Chair, requested that people check
out the numerous volunteer opportunities that enable each of us to add to
the quality of life in Falconbridge.

Annual Meeting Followed by a Scrumptious Potluck
As usual, Falconbridge Alliance
members came through “with a
bang.” There was food of every
variety, and for every taste. When
the Annual Meeting started, I saw
little on that table. By the end of the
meeting, it was overflowing. Based
upon the food that was left over (not
much), and the beverages consumed
(most of the wine), I’d say it was another Falconbridge potluck success.
I must thank everyone who helped with breaking down the meeting setup,
changing it to a potluck space where we could eat and have fun, and finally,
taking care of the dreaded cleanup. I am always amazed and thankful for the
participation.
— Harriet Crisp
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John Noble, who
has agreed to remain in his president’s position
for another year,
remarked on the
increased participation in Alliance
activities this past
year, the dedicated
efforts of dozens
of volunteers,
and the excellent working relationship between the Alliance and FHA
boards. He reported that the Alliance
now has 238 members and revenues
are going up. He also advised that
clubhouse renovations are still being
finalized, and that once plans are
approved by the Board, they will be
published in the newsletter.

REMODELING?
The Falconbridge single family covenants require the Board to review
plans and approve the “erection,
placement, or modification of any
dwelling unit, building, fence, wall,
dog run, swimming pool, deck, or
any other structure”—as well as any
grading or clearing of trees—before
such activities may occur. Contact
Ed Holland at 919-489-9809 or
edholland@hotmail.com with any
questions or if you plan to remodel.

Join Falconbridge Alliance
The Falconbridge Alliance newsletter
is distributed monthly to all
Falconbridge Alliance members.
Newsletter Editor: Rae Thompson
Newsletter Designer: Mia Prior

● ● News & Events

New Board Members Share Their Hopes and Aspirations
ments in tune with
the changing expectations of the residents
for more benefits and
services from their
Association, I thought
that my knowledge
and experiences with
James Ashmore, Mike Mayo, Karin Kolenberg, Roger Bernholz,
HOA administration
Robert Kintz, Harriet Crisp, John Noble, Ralph Wikstrom (Absent: Ed
and real estate in genHolland)
eral could be of valFour neighbors have stepped up
ue.
We
have
so many people here
to volunteer their time and talents
who are interested in building our
toward making Falconbridge even
community into a vibrant place for
better than it already is by serving on
people to live and play with their
the Alliance Board. Here are some of
children and grandchildren, to enjoy
their thoughts about the coming year.
one another, and to be comfortable
ROGER BERNHOLZ: After a few
at home well into their sunset years.
years as a member of the communiMy hope is to help assure that a solty, it seemed to be my turn to assist
id foundation continues to be built
with some of the volunteer work that
to support that style of community.
makes Falconbridge such a vital and
ROBERT KINTZ: I believe that
enjoyable neighborhood. With efforts
folks can get together, have some
underway to get the HOA arrange-

●

●

fun, and do a lot of good where it’s
needed. We have benefitted from the
good and joined in the fun since we
have lived in Falconbridge. Through
my work on the Board I hope to be
able to give something back to the
community that has generously welcomed us.
KARIN KOLENBERG: I hope to
see Falconbridge continue to be the
vibrant, volunteer community it is,
with neighbors helping neighbors.
RALPH WIKSTROM: I hope to
carry on what Paula Clarke has done
so well. Up until now my services
to Falconbridge have been limited to
airport drives and participation in
planning sessions. As a member of
the Board I‘d like to explore getting
some public transport services and
bookmobile services here.

Departing Board Members Reflect on Their Experience

LISA ANTHONY: I have appreciated being on the Alliance Board for
two years and seeing the progress
Falconbridge has made toward being
a “community,” a “neighborhood.”
I’ve been secretary and express my
thanks to all the Board members
for helping me keep on track with
all the details that keeping minutes
entails. I think the Alliance will be in
good hands with the combination of
former and new Board members—to
keep the energy going toward improving life in Falconbridge for all
residents.
JIM CARROLL: Long-term residents of Falconbridge can really appreciate how our neighborhood organizations have ebbed and flowed as
needed through the years. The original organizations (FCA, CCF and
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FHA) were created in
the mid 1980s when
folks moving into
the new houses and
town homes needed
to organize to create a
community spirit. In
the mid-1990s, when
the builder’s financial James Ashmore, John Noble, Mike Mayo, Jim Carroll, Harriet Crisp, Lisa
Anthony (Absent: Larry Charny, Paula Clarke, Ed Holland)
crisis threatened the
organization, in partnership with the
neighborhood, these
FHA, has greatly expanded our social
organizations rose to the occasion.
activities and provided key financial
They collected donations of more
and management resources to renthan $20,000 to pay off the bank
ovate the clubhouse and the pool.
debt and back taxes, enabling the
Although there are still plenty of
pool and common areas to be kept
improvements to be made in Falconunder neighborhood control. For
bridge, our neighborhood organiza+
30 years, the all-volunteer groups
kept essential services running while tions are once again at the center of
our community.
nurturing a spirit of cooperation. In
the past few years, the FCA and FVA
More on next page >
merged to form the Alliance. This

● ● News & Events
Departing Board Members Reflect
LARRY CHARNY: During my twoyear tenure on the Alliance Board,
serving as the Chair of the Communications Committee, I always kept
in mind the downside of failing to

“What we've got here is failure to
communicate.”

communicate. Actually, I found the
responsibilities, as they evolved and
became defined, exciting and enjoyable. I aimed at engaging multiple
sources of information, both inside
and outside Falconbridge, and
conveying that information through
the newsletter and the listserv. My
particular interests and energies

(cont. from p. 3)

went to the newsletter, which I tried
to make relevant, informative and
entertaining by drawing on our
neighbors’ wide range of talents and
skills. Moreover, another example of
that resident talent is Rae Thompson.
Rupert Murdock, better start looking
over your shoulder!
PAULA CLARKE: What a great
neighborhood we live in! It has been
my pleasure to join the Board as a
representative of Falconbridge Village, a 501c3 nonprofit organization
that has merged with the Alliance to
add an aging-in-place component, including social activities for all to the
community at large. Before the merger, we had two sets of dues. Now
we can proceed in a unified way to
develop even more activities that
meet the needs of our Falconbridge
community. I plan to continue working on behalf of the neighborhood.

Pipeline Construction to Be
Done by Thanksgiving
The gas pipeline project manager
tells me he expects the work to be
completed by Thanksgiving. As I
write this, the crews have already
cleared the land, installed the
orange silt fence at the easement
limits, and are boring under the
roads and the Vauxhall parking lot
from Route 54. Next they will open
a trench to install pipeline between
the sections installed under the
roads. Finally, they will repair the
easement with fine grading and
grass and remove the orange silt
fences. It is going to look like an
open road through the neighborhood and may be way too inviting
for people to walk on. The problem
is that the land is ALL private property and we need to figure out a
way to keep people away, especially
those with criminal intent. Any
ideas?

Anyone “FORE” Golf?
Jan Richmond and Mary McClure
are starting a golf group for women
and men who would like to play ninehole golf on a day of the week to be
determined. The first outing will be at
Occoneechee. For more information, or
to offer suggestions or express interest, please contact Jan
Richmond at 919-408-0444 or dcrichwik44@nc.rr.com.

Robbie Davis
Davis
Robbie
BrokerAssociate
Associate
Broker
919-402-1217
919-402-1217
rdavis@fmrealty.com
rdavis@fmrealty.com

Our neighborhood is so beautiful,
especially at this time of the year! As
Have the power of experience as well as the benefits
go about
your
home to
projects
for
of ayou
leading,
respected
company
boost the
sale of
Autumn,
don’t
forget
keep
me
in
your home!
Be sure
andto
talk
to me,
your
neighborhood
learn
how to price your
mind if specialist,
you havetoany
questions
homeabout
right so
you
can
sell
it
as
quickly
possible.
the value of your home.asI’m
The Buyers are out there and I’m here to help!
always here to help!
For client testimonials visit my website
Forat:
client
www.robbiedavisRealtor.com
testimonials visit
my website at:
www.robbiedavis
Realtor.com
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● ● News & Events
Garnacha Wins Wine Tasting
Fourteen oenophiles (“wine lovers”
in Greek) from the Falconbridge
wine-tasting group enjoyed a tapas
and Spanish-wine tasting hosted by
Carolyn Parker and Nona Saling in
September. Carolyn served a delicious white Sangría with Marcona
almonds to start the evening. They
sampled the three white and three
red wines below.
WHITE
• A Verdejo (2013) from the Palma
Real winery in Rueda in the Duero River Valley region of Spain,
northwest of Madrid
• A unique and unusual Txakoli (Lucia De Ripa) wine with
from the Alava area of the Ebro
River Valley wine region in the
far north of Spain, just south of
Bilbao, on the Atlantic Ocean
• The top-scoring white wine,
Albaríño (2014), from Peregrino
winery in the Duero River Valley
wine region in the far northwestern corner of Spain
RED
• A 2010 Tempranillo Reserva from
Izadi vineyards, also from the
Alava area of the Ebro
River Valley
• An eVandria 2014 Garnacha, from the Extremadura
wine region in the southwest of Spain bordering
Portugal (the highest-scoring wine of the evening)
• A 2010 Crianza from
Valdrinal vineyards in the
Duero River Valley wine
region of Spain, northwest
of Madrid (scored second
in the group’s ratings)

FALCONBRIDGE ALLIANCE PHOTO CONTEST
Submission Deadline: Friday, Nov. 20, 2015

Title:

The Beauty of Fall in Falconbridge

Theme:	Colors, shapes, and images of fall in Falconbridge that
capture nature’s beauty
Eligibility: Must be a member of the Falconbridge Alliance
Fees:

No entry fee

Prize:	Winning photo will be professionally framed and displayed
in the newly renovated Clubhouse for three months, then
returned to the winner.
Rules:

Only two (2) photos per household

	Photos must be digital, high resolution (roughly 300 DPI/
PPI), suitable for 8 X 10 or 11 X 14 print
No names on front of image (for anonymous judging).
	NOTE: Falconbridge will be able to use the photo in community
publications and social media only with the consent of the photographer.

Jurors:

Ann Noble, Ralph Wikstrom, and Lisa Gilbert

E-mail:	Send your submissions to Rae Thompson as email
attachment(s) at rthompson1970@nc.rr.com or on an
external drive to 6708 Glen Forest Drive. Call 919-768-7122
with any questions.

WINNER WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

Peaches in a semi-seco
Cava from Catalonia,
near Barcelona, finished
the evening. All wines
are available from Total
Wines or Southern
Season. We hope you
try a few and enjoy
them as much as our
group did. They are a
great bargain. If you
are interested in joining
the wine-tasting group,
contact Ron Hutchinson at 919-4080490 or roseron61@gmail.com.

— Nona Saling
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● ● Aging in Place

What’s the Difference between FVA
and Falconbridge Friends?
This question continues to puzzle
many. The history of the development of Falconbridge Village
Association (FVA) should clarify
the confusion. About 10 years ago
a group of Falconbridge residents
met in response to an article in the
NY Times describing Beacon Hill, an
aging-in-place community in Boston.
The group hoped to develop some
similar community-based services
in Falconbridge. At that time, there
were few community activities, and
most of us did not know many of
our neighbors. So, believing that we
needed to get to know each other
before organizing aging-in-place
activities, the newly formed Falconbridge group started the Traveling
Pub, which has been held religiously
every other Friday since then. Other
activities, such as dining, walking,
and book groups emerged.
Training to Help Each Other
Attempts to affiliate with Falconbridge Community Association
(FCA) were rebuffed initially due
to various concerns. Still, the determined group kept going. Members
obtained training from Project Compassion on how neighbors can help
neighbors in times of crisis, and began to recruit volunteers. This new
Friends group was developed under
the umbrella of FVA, which became
a 501c3 to provide tax deductions
for individuals making donations
to the group. Many donations have
been received from families grateful
for the help their loved ones have
received.
Aging-in-Place Community
Two years ago, with a new FCA
board, the FVA was encouraged
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to affiliate with the FCA to avoid
the confusion of having two neighborhood groups. Since that time,
Falconbridge has become known
as a true community and desirable
place to live. We are proud to be
considered one of the more than 350
aging-in-place communities in the
United States. Donations, as well as
fund-raising activities, have allowed
us to develop the clubhouse as a
neighborhood gathering place, referred to as “The Third Place” by the
aging-in-place national community.
Transportation Services
Recently Friends expanded its
services from helping ill and injured
neighbors to provide transportation
to medical appointments and
the RDU airport. You can find
these transportation volunteers
under Neighbor Services on the
Falconbridge website. Local
transport is free to Alliance members.
One-way airport transport is $15 and
round trip $25.
— Paula Clarke

Need Help?
Please Ask!

What do you do when you’re
told you need surgery and won’t
be able to drive afterward while
taking pain medication, and
you live by yourself? Or if you
suddenly find yourself unable to
do things around your home?
Or if you’re a caregiver who
needs a break? And what if you
are alone with young children
and there is a sudden situation
requiring you to leave?

You don’t
have to
cope alone
—just pick
up the
phone!

I need
help...

Contact:
Paula Clarke (919-489-0133)
Ronit Weingarden (919-489-9975)

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
is available for loan to
Falconbridge Alliance members
through the
Falconbridge Friends.
Supplies include
walkers, bedside commodes,
shower chairs, and more.
Please contact
Claudia Stephens at
919-490-1397 or 919-593-5828.

or Nona Saling (919-419-7888)

They will work to find neighbors
who will help you discreetly. You
can also get practical support
via social visits, and grocery and
medicine runs.
P.S. If you need transportation
services, go to the Falconbridge
website and click on Neighbor
Services to find volunteers.

● ● Home & Garden

Get Ready to Light Up the Neighborhood
Orders due by November 15
Luminaries and party on December 6
It’s almost time for that magical night when the streets of
Falconbridge glow with the light of thousands of candles—a tradition in our neighborhood for more than 20
years. Last year the project raised $6,550 for the Ronald
McDonald House in Chapel Hill. This year’s event will
take place on December 6 and includes a party at the
clubhouse for all residents of Falconbridge.
You will soon be receiving an email invitation to participate by ordering your kit(s) of 10 candles, plastic cups,
and white paper bags, along with some sand. Be sure to
reply to the invitation when you receive it and place your
order by November 15 so we can be sure to build enough
kits for everyone.
All proceeds from sales of the kits goes to the Ronald
McDonald House of Chapel Hill and the families of seri-

Chips from a Cracked Pot :
As our gardening chores take less
time and planning for next year’s
takes more, it’s fun to visit other
gardens to appreciate (and maybe
copy) other gardeners’ work! There
are a number of terrific gardens to
visit close by, some just minutes
away, others a bit further, and some
that warrant a day trip. Beginning
just “down the road” are UNC’s
Botanical Garden and the Coker
Arboretum. Just “up the road” is the
Sarah P. Duke gardens in Durham;
and “over the road” is the Pollinator
Paradise Garden at Chatham Mills in
Pittsboro. All are open to the public. Private gardens/nurseries open
at specified days and times are The
Unique Plant in Chapel Hill and Camellia Forest out from Carrboro.
Raleigh offers a wide variety:
The J. C. Raulston Arboretum, WRAL
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ously ill or injured children who call the House “home”
while undergoing treatment at area hospitals. The program is run in Falconbridge by many volunteers. The
kits cost $10 each and the full amount is a tax deductible
contribution.
Daniella Gregory has taken on the sizable task of managing the Luminaries program this year. She can use all
the help she can get. Block captains and assemblers—at
the clubhouse to assemble kits and at curbside on Dec 6
to put together and place the bags—are always needed. If
you can help in anyway please let Daniella know at 919401-9599 or daniellag@nc.rr.com.
Look for order forms, logistics, rain date, and
other specifics in your email invitation.

Gardens Worth Visiting

Azalea gardens, gardens at the State
Fair grounds and nearby Prairie
Ridge Ecostation (great for children), the Raleigh Little Theater Rose
Garden, and the Executive Mansion.
Southside is Juniper Level Botanical
Gardens (aka Plants Delight Nursery).
Worth a trip: The Elizabethan
Gardens, Roanoke Island; Sandhills
Community College in Pinehurst
and Weymouth Woods near Southern Pines; Paul J. Ciener Garden in
Kernersville. Also, The Bog Garden,
Greensboro Arboretum, Gateway
Gardens, and Tanger Family Bicentennial Garden in Greensboro;
Reynolda and Bethabara in WinstonSalem; N.C. Zoo outside Asheboro;
Cape Fear Botanical Gardens in
Fayetteville. And, Elizabeth Lawrence’s Wing Haven in Charlotte and

Daniel Stowe Botanic Gardens in
Belmont. Western North Carolina, of
course, has the beautiful Blue Ridge
Parkway, a long narrow garden if you
will; the Arboretum at UNC Asheville; and Vanderbilt gardens (the
granddaddy of all) in Asheville.
Worth noting are several outof-state gardens: Brookgreen
Gardens in Murrells Inlet, South
Carolina; Lewis Ginter Gardens in
Richmond, Virginia; and Pine Knot
Hellebore Garden and Nursery near
Clarksville, Virginia.
All of the gardens mentioned have
websites. Take a picnic, a friend, and
go!
— Mary McClure

● ● Getting to Know You

?

How Well Do You Know
Your Falconbridge
Neighbors?

In this regular feature, we share real stories of Falconbridge residents — three at a time. Your task is to guess
which story belongs to which person. The correct answers will appear in the next month’s newsletter. You
might consider keeping a list of your guesses to see how
well you do.

NOTE: Both the names and the story titles are presented
in alphabetical order.

commercial uses of radioactive isotopes,
specifically in the area of food irradiation.
Slowing the decay of strawberries with
irradiation took an inordinate amount of
time for FDA approval; other uses moved
ahead more quickly. After that, my career took many
twists and turns, far removed from these early positions—although I did have one opportunity to return to
similar work, which I turned down. Instead, I traveled
and lived in many great places over the years, both inside
and outside the states, before choosing Falconbridge.

A Tarantula Named Clarissa

Pilot and Skydiver

The stories in this issue come from these neighbors:

Mary Azoy, Barb Carroll, Mary McClure

With papers in hand for our pet tarantula (and two cats),
we headed to the airport for our international flight. The
cats were to travel with the baggage while Clarissa was
safely secured in a terrarium inside my husband’s backpack. We sailed through security at
the first airport. At the second airport, with one more flight to go, we
encountered a security person with
arachnophobia. Her screams drew a
crowd. “You’re NOT taking that thing
onboard,” she shrieked. Ignoring our pleas, she called
the police. Our flight, already in possession of our luggage and cats, was announced. Abandoning my husband
to advocate for the tarantula’s right to travel, my traumatized children and I boarded, arriving at our destination
around midnight—where we were dropped off at the
wrong hotel. Hours later, we were reunited at the right
hotel. Clarissa had made the trip in a cat carrier plastered
with heavy-duty tape and “Dangerous Animal” stickers.
Isotopes Anyone?
I graduated with a degree in physics and mathematics
(with a minor in philosophy) and did graduate work in
geophysics. Although well-paying, private industry jobs
were hard to come by, I did get government job offers.
I worked first as a geodesist, determining the size and
shape of the earth and creating gravity-force maps. Later,
I worked for a federal agency concerned with expanding
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I took my first solo flight in college.
As a member of the flying club, I
earned my temporary pilot’s license
on an old “tail dragger” airplane.
When I graduated, however, the cost
of renting a plane on my own kept
me from logging enough hours to get
my permanent license. And since I
already wore contact lenses, I couldn’t hope to make a
career out of flying. I also jumped out of a plane—once—
during my college days. A group of us responded to a
flier on a telephone poll (that should have been a clue)
and decided that skydiving might be fun. Our instructors had us practice landing by jumping off a picnic table
(another clue) and pointed out the back-up chute. Once
in the air, we were instructed, one by one, to hang on to
the strut—then just let go. I’d like to say it was fun.
WE NEED MORE STORIES! If you’re willing to share
a story, please contact Rae Thompson (919-768-7122 or
rthompson1970@nc.rr.com). She will interview you and
compose a draft for you to approve. See if you can stump
your neighbors. It’s easy and fun!
— Rae Thompson

ANSWERS TO OCTOBER CHALLENGE
Best Blind Date Ever: Carol Charny
Bicycling in France: Lee Butler
Hitching a Ride: Anne Deloria

● ● Neighborhood Watch

Suspicious Car, FedEx Scam & Emergency Readiness

Falconbridge

W AT CH
Happily, there are no issues of
pressing local concern to report this
month. But Conni Rivers and I still
have some matters of interest.

had attempted to deliver a
parcel but was unable to. I
could click on a link in the
email to learn more. I did
not click. Instead, I deleted
the email. If you click on
one of these links, it can
do all sorts of nasty things
to your computer.

Finally, Conni and I
have been attending Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
classes in Hillsborough. Theoretically,
in the event of a disaster—let’s say
a hurricane—someone with CERT
training would be able to provide
rudimentary help until professional
first responders take over. Whether
we graduate or not, we are learning

First, Sergeant Keith Johnson of the
Durham Police says that we should
be on the lookout for a gray Honda
Civic with NC license VWF3025.
Recently, a Hispanic man was seen
driving the car and acting
suspiciously in the area of
American Drive and Annapolis Court in Durham.
He was taking cell phone
pictures of several houses
in the area. He then made
an abrupt U-turn and
scrammed out of there.
Police checked the plate
and found it was phony.
Sgt. Johnson writes, “Unfortunately, we have not
been able to identify this Community Emergency Response Team (from FEMA website)
vehicle or the driver, and
some interesting stuff and hope to be
we are interested in talking to him
able to share it with our neighbors
about these suspicious activities in
(e.g., how to use different kinds of
our community. If you see this vehifire extinguishers; turn off a natural
cle, please DO NOT approach, but
gas valve; bandage a wound, etc.)
call 911 and tell the communicator
where you saw the vehicle and what
you observed.”
Second, with the approaching
Christmas season, an old “phishing”
scheme has resurfaced. Just last week,
I received an email that claimed to
be from FedEx, saying that a driver
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— Mike Mayo,
Mikewmayo@gmail.com
— Conni Rivers
riverstilbury@yahoo.com

Fraudulent Email Alert
from FedEx
We have received reports of fraudulent emails with the subject lines
“Shipping Conformation,” “Verify
Info,” “Some important information
is missing” and “Please fulfill the
documents attached to verify your
identity.” The fraudulent email may
have an attached file that may contain a virus or other malware.

If you receive a message matching
this description, do not open the
email or click on the attachment.
Delete the email immediately or forward it to abuse@fedex.com. FedEx
does not send unsolicited emails
to customers requesting information regarding packages, invoices,
account numbers, passwords or
personal information.
We invite you to go to our FedEx
Customer Protection Center (http://
www.fedex.com/us/security/) to
learn more about protecting yourself
online. By following a few simple
tips, you can make your online
experience safer and more secure.
(From http://www.fedex.com/us/
update2.html)
Video Resources:
Keeping your Children Safe Online
– Have you had the ‘Digital Talk’?
Staying Safe Online - Cyber Security
Tips

● ● New Neighbors

WELCOME

to Falconbridge

WELCOME COMMITTEE
Do you have a new neighbor(s)? Please let the Alliance
Welcome Committee know. Would you like to join us in
greeting new “Falconbridgers” and sharing information

Falconbridge welcomes new neighbors with open arms...
and lots of information. Members of our Welcome Committee visit new arrivals to (1) tell them about Alliance
events, activities, and resources, and (2) get contact
information for the Neighborhood Watch and Resident
Directory. These visits are also a way for us to learn a
little about new folks—from hobbies and interests to families and pets—making it easier for us to connect around
shared interests and build new friendships.

Lyle and Sara Strassle
Sara and Lyle moved from Wilmington, N.C. to 6925
Knotty Pine to be closer to family and friends. Both are
retired. Sara worked in the pharmaceutical research
industry including a number of years with Quintiles in
RTP. Lyle’s career was in commercial construction, most
recently with Clancy and Theys in Raleigh. The Strassles
have four children and four grandchildren. They also
have two longhaired dachshunds, Rosie and Charlie.
When Lyle and Sara are not spending time with family,
they enjoy travel, theater and music. They look forward
to becoming involved in Falconbridge activities.

Bob Ossman and Nanette Lobue
Nanette and Bob moved into their home at 9 Edgestone
Place in July, having come by way of Pinehurst and
Chapel Hill/Durham where they’ve lived for many years.
Bob, originally from Pennsylvania, is a retired air traffic controller, and Nanette, who is from New York City,
recently retired from nursing. The couple has a two-year
old miniature poodle, Leonardo Salvatore, Leo for short,
and cat Raisin who adopted Bob and Nanette just before
their move to Falconbridge.

about our community? Contact Michelle Wolff at 919401-6609 or michelle.wolff1@gmail.com.

Lisa Gilbert
Lisa recently moved into 6716 Glen Forest after living in
various locations throughout the Triangle. A semi-retired
health communication researcher, she is making plans
for some home remodeling, and enjoying having more
time to spend on her art, yoga, and meditation. She also
enjoys outdoor activities such as walking, biking, hiking
and kayaking. Lisa has already joined in many community activities, including Studio Time for Artists, and has
agreed to lend her perspective as one of the judges for the
upcoming Fall in Falconbridge photo contest.

A New Breed of Realtor®
Cash back for Home Buyers
Lower commissions for Sellers
Full Service

Another Happy Falconbridge Seller:
Barry helped us sell our
house and we came in
just under our list price. He
helped us navigate repairs
and saved us thousands
during the negotiation
process. The lower fee was an
added bonus and made us
feel like we got a great value.

Carol Land & Barry Slobin
Your Falconbridge
My Dog Tess Team

919-490-1829
barry.carol@mydogtess.com

www.mydogtess.com

— Greg A., Carrboro

ALONE WE CAN DO SO LITTLE;
TOGETHER WE CAN DO SO MUCH
— Helen Keller

10

FULL SERVICE, NO SURPRISES – GREAT RESULTS
Call for free consultation

● ● Calendar & Contacts
Fa l c o n b r i d g e C a l e n d a r : N ove m b e r 2 0 1 5
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

ALLIANCE BOARD
MEETING 7:00pm

BOOK CLUB
7:00pm

10

11

13

14

TRAVELING PUB
5:30-7:30pm

GAME NIGHT
7:00-9:00 RSVP

20

21

27

28

8

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

9

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

COFFEE KLATCH
9:30-11:30am
MAH JONGG
1:30pm

12

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

WOMEN’S BOOK
CLUB 7:30pm

15

22

16

17

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

23

24

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

SPORTING LIFE
11:30am-2:00pm

18

19

COFFEE KLATCH
9:30-11:30am

POKER NIGHT
7:00pm

25

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

26

BOWLING
6:00pm

29

PHOTO CONTEST
DEADLINE

TRAVELING PUB
5:30-7:30pm

30		
MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ALLIANCE-SPONSORED SOCIAL GROUPS
FOR ALL NEIGHBORS:
MARDI GRAS BOWLING Lawrence Proctor: lproctor@nc.r..com
SPORTING LIFE CLUB Guy Hickey: guyhickey@aol.com
TRAVELING PUB Barb Carroll: falconbridgepub@gmail.com
FOR ALLIANCE MEMBERS:
BOOK CLUB* Ronit Weingarden: ronitw1950@yahoo.com / Bill Brown: 919-493-8296
GAME NIGHT GROUP* Barb Carroll: jimandbarb@nc.rr.com
MAH JONGG* Paula Clarke: paulaclarke@nc.rr.com
STUDIO TIME FOR ARTISTS* Ann Noble: annnoble@nc.rr.com
THIRD WEDNESDAY POKER* John Noble: jnoble43@nc.rr.com
WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH* Judy Holland: judyedholland@gmail.com
FOR SPECIFIC CLUB/GROUP MEMBERS (size/space constraints):
DINING CAR CLUB* Liz Hallgren: lhallgren@nc.rr.com
WINE TASTING GROUP* Ron Hutchinson: roseron61@gmail.com
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB Michelle Wolff: michelle.wolff1@gmail.com
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* Must be a member of the Alliance to participate

WEB ACCESS
www.falconbridgealliance.org

WHY JOIN THE ALLIANCE?
With your Alliance Membership you can:

• Stay up to date on neighborhood news with our
newsletter and website
• Share information with your neighbors via our listserv
• Look up a neighbor in our Falconbridge directory
• Meet your neighbors at our numerous social events
• Pursue interests with a variety of sponsored social groups
• Participate in special members-only events
• Feel more secure with our Neighborhood Watch
• Be reassured that trained neighborhood volunteers can
help your family with transportation, meals, and other
services if you have a short-term health or other crisis

(Falconbridge Alliance) – [Constantly being
improved, an increasingly vital source of information
– progressive and historical. Do visit often.]

FalconbridgeHOA.org
(Town Homes)
groups.yahoo.com/group/falconbridge
(Listserv)
www.FalconbridgeAlliance.org/pool
(Pool and Clubhouse)

CLICK HERE TO JOIN TODAY
Single-family homes = $50/year, $75 (2 or more)
Townhomes = $20/year, $30 (2 or more)

2015 Falconbridge Alliance Board of Directors
John Noble, President, • jnoble43@nc.rr.com • 770-313-0194
Mike Mayo, Vice President, Communications, Neighborhood Watch • mikewmayo@gmail.com • 973-722-4772
Karin Kolenberg, Secretary • kkolenberg@yahoo.com • 919-357-6007
Roger Bernholz, Treasurer, Finance • rogerb@hpw.com • 919-937-9802
Jamie Ashmore, Membership, Fundraising • jashmore1@nc.rr.com • 919-806-0730
Harriet Crisp, Social Events • hwcrisp@gmail.com • 919-490-2080
Ed Holland, Architecture & Landscaping Review • edholland@hotmail.com • 919-489-9809
Robert Kintz, Information Technology, Member Directory, Website • rkintz@email.unc.edu • 919-932-7849
Ralph Wikstrom, Neighbor Services • hawkshaw66@nc.rr.com • 919-408-0444

Falconbridge Alliance
21 Charrington
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

