WHAT’S HAPPENING

JANUARY 2021
Every Monday • 10-11:15am
GENTLE YOGA
(VIA ZOOM)
bernholtzf@gmail.com

❄

Every Saturday • 10-11:00am
(VIA ZOOM)

FIT FOR LIFE

judy.rosen1010@gmail.com

Tues Jan 5 • 7:00pm
ALLIANCE BOARD MEETING
(VIA ZOOM)
ltwalt@gmail.com

❄

Wed Jan 6 • 7:00pm
BOOK CLUB
(VIA ZOOM)
ronitw1950@yahoo.com

Wed Jan 13 • 7:15pm
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB
(VIA ZOOM)
michelle.wolff1@gmail.com

Mon Jan 18 • 6:00pm
FHA BOARD MEETING

❄

(VIA ZOOM)
marese.casey@gmail.com

To resume in April
GOURMET DINING GROUP
fitzhugh.karen@gmail.com

Watch for Pop-up Announcements
WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH
judyedholland@gmail.com

Watch for Pop-up Announcements
TRAVELING PUB
falconbridgepub@gmail.com

The

New Beginnings...

❄
Bridge

falconbridge.org
falconbridgeHOA.org
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Message from the Alliance Board

Start the New Year by Joining the Alliance for 2021!
ers: Pam Richey, Stephanie Shipman,
Phil Travers, Robin Schwartz, and
Alex Lichtler. They worked to publicize the event and distribute the kits.
And neighbors joined in with enthusiasm. The warm weather made it
When I think about what
possible for more people to get
Newsletter
makes Falconbridge such a
outside, safely socialize, and get
great place to live, I often begin
Listserv
into the holiday spirit.
with Alliance activities, events,
Website
and offerings. First, enhanced
Our listserv transfer went very
Social
Events
communication – starting with
smoothly in mid-December,
this newsletter and with fundMailbox Repair thanks to Naveed Moeed and
ing the new Group.io listserv.
Jim Carroll. Our new neighDirectory
We also will be upgrading the
borhood listserv provides
Services/Aging
Alliance website this year to
the opportunity for the entire
in Place
provide an efficient way to
neighborhood to communiNeighborhood cate frequently. The benefits of
find important neighborhood
Groups
information.
connecting the community far
outweigh the $240 annual cost
The Alliance also funds and
to
the
Alliance.
sponsors social events and activities.
2021 has arrived in Falconbridge! I
hope everyone enjoyed the holidays.
January kicks off our 2021 Alliance
Membership Drive. Watch for email
notifications and mailbox flyers.

There is a summary of all of these at
the end of this newsletter. Our mailbox repair service has helped many
members fix their mailboxes over the
years. And our annual directory provides a summary of important community information and Falconbridge
residents’ contact information. So as
you can see, the Alliance provides a
lot of value to you as a member and to
the neighborhood overall. I am excited to see what other opportunities we
can find for supporting our community in 2021. I can’t wait to tell you more
about them in future Bridge articles.
Here’s a quick review of the December neighborhood events. A big
thanks goes to the Luminary organiz-

INSIDE:

My last note is that 2021 should be
the year that lets us return to social
gatherings at some point. If you
would like to help shape what the Alliance can do in this area, with either
planning or coordination, contact me
(ltwalt@gmail.com). We have budgeted for a big neighborhood event to
make up for all the events we missed
in 2020 and part of 2021. We welcome
ideas and assistance.
Everyone is looking forward to reconnecting in
person with neighbors
new and old.

—Walt DeGrange
Alliance Co-Chair

• New Listserv Reminders
• Luminary Wonderland
• Alliance 2020 Accomplishments • New/Old Friends Coordinators
• Prevent Theft!
• Protect Our Common Areas
• Townhome News
• New Pond Monitoring

● ● Community
News & Events
News & Events

Glowing Lights Filled the Streets of Falconbridge

2020 LUMINARY LIGHTING
The Luminary Lighting on December 12 brought warmth and joy to
Falconbridge. The evening was just
perfect for strolling through the beautifully lighted streets. This was all
thanks to you!
More than 200 Falconbridge families donated almost $6200 for the
Ronald McDonald House as part of
this project. We appreciate how you
so willingly adjusted to ordering
online almost exclusively this year. It
made our contactless procedures very
streamlined. A special thanks to Sara
Morris for our mailbox flyers!

templates are all set up for anyone
who wants to make it their November, early December project.
With gratitude for your generosity
and our community,
—Robin Schwartz, Stephanie Shipman,
Phil Travers, Pam Richey, and
Alex Lichtler

[Photos by Al Bugg]

Remember to visit the website of the
Ronald McDonald House to find out
more about the wonderful work they
are doing to help families in times of
health crisis. Thanks to all of you who
helped your neighbors set out luminaries and those of you who came
out in the evening for this very special show of community. Thank you,
Al Bugg, for your beautiful photos.
If you would like to join the committee for next year’s Luminary Lighting, please let any one of us know. It
is a very time-limited event and the

falconbridge.org
falconbridgeHOA.org
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Would you like to advertise your business or an event in our monthly newsletter?
Reasonable rates. Click here for more information.
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The Bridge - Falconbridge Neighborhood News
is distributed monthly to all Falconbridge
residents as a neighborhood service.

Newsletter Editor:
Marian Cannell • falconbridgenews@gmail.com
Newsletter Designer:
Mia Prior • mjcprior@gmail.com

● ● Community
News & Events
News & Events

What the Falconbridge Alliance Has Done for You in 2020
The Falconbridge Alliance is our
neighborhood’s “community building” organization. Unique to Falconbridge, the Alliance works to keep
you connected with all your neighbors, not just the ones who live next
door. Over the last year, the Alliance
has provided significant support to
the Falconbridge community. As we
begin our 2021 Membership Drive,
let’s look back over the last year.

Social Events

1st place pumpkin

It is easy to recall the things we have
not been able to do. Although we did
have a Pumpkin Carving Contest,
the covid-19 pandemic sidelined
our Easter Egg
Hunt, the Fourth
of July Parade and
Potluck, the every-other-Friday
Traveling Pubs, our
Luminary Potluck
Party, and other events. The purpose
of these neighborhood events is to
build community, while also having
fun. Without the events, the Alliance
was still busy building community
and providing support to our neighborhood as we struggled through a
difficult year. Here are some things
the Alliance did for you:

Monthly Newsletter
Every month the Alliance pays for
and produces a neighborhood newsletter that is sent
Bridge
to all Falconbridge
residents at no
charge. The newsletter covers issues
important to the
neighborhood, and
includes a monthly FHA page for
townhome owners, written by Marese
Casey. This year the Bridge newsletter
focused on providing information
The

falconbridge.org
falconbridgeHOA.org
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

APRIL 2020

Due to pandemic orders, all “in
person” social events are cancelled
this month. Virtual events are
strongly encouraged to keep
Falconbridge connected!
Be creative. Be safe.
Cancelled until further notice
MAH JONGG
lproctor700@gmail.com

Cancelled until further notice
GENTLE YOGA @ THE CLUBHOUSE
bernholtzf@gmail.com

Cancelled until further notice
FIT FOR LIFE @ THE CLUBHOUSE
judy.rosen1010@gmail.com

Tues April 7 • 6:30/7:00pm
FCA/ALLIANCE BOARD MEETING
(VIRTUAL MEETING)
ltwalt@gmail.com

Cancelled until further notice
BOOK CLUB
ronitw1950@yahoo.com

Cancelled until further notice
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB
michelle.wolff1@gmail.com

Cancelled until further notice
WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH
judyedholland@gmail.com

Cancelled until further notice
TRAVELING PUB
falconbridgepub@gmail.com

CANCELLED
Sat. April 11
EASTER EGG HUNT

Mon April 20 • 6:00pm
FHA BOARD MEETING
(VIRTUAL MEETING)
marese.casey@gmail.com

Cancelled until further notice
3RD TUES POKER NIGHT
Jnoble3491@gmail.com

Cancelled until further notice
BOWLING AT MARDI GRAS
lproctor700@gmail.com

Message from the Alliance Board

Keep in Touch, Just Not Face-to-Face

I’m struck by the contrast between the beauty of our neighborhood, where everything is
flowering, and horror of this new
coronavirus, which is paralyzing
much of the world. I ask myself,
what can I do? Because of age
and other risks, staying close to
home is important, yet I want to
help others. I do know we will get
through this together, but it may
take awhile. Here are some actions Photo taken by Richard Perry in our neighborhood on
March 26, 2020.
I’ve found helpful:
Try to limit the amount of news you
Check the listserv and your Alliance
watch. I have found this lets me focus
messages. Offer advice and encouragement or ask for help if you need it. Your on other things. Instead I like to turn
on music. This is a break from the
directory is an important resource, too.
constant anxiety-producing statistics
Try a Zoom conference with friends
and punditry. Read a book, listen to an
or family. We did one with my family
audio book, work a puzzle, clean out
last night. It was reassuring to catch
drawers, organize your photos, weed
up! If you haven’t done this before, I
your garden, listen to the birds, take
encourage you to give it a try.
some deep breaths, do something that
Write a note or letter to a neighbor or makes you happy.
old friend. What is better than receivGood wishes to each and every
ing something in the mail when you
one of you. Stay in touch and call a
are stuck alone at home?
neighbor if you need help. Post on
Check on your neighbors using text,
phone, or a quick note that you can
drop off (wash your hands first).

Take a walk and say hi from a distance to friends or strangers. Introduce yourself. A wave can take the
place of a handshake. I see more folks
than ever on my walks: people out
with dogs, couples out with small
children – all being very careful to
stay 6 feet away from others.

INSIDE:

the listserv if you can offer help. Look
for other ideas in this newsletter. No
one needs to do this alone. We will get
through it together!

• Libraries, Exercise & Other
Resources to Help You
• Chili Cookoff Winners
• Clubhouse Closed
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—Pam Richey
Alliance Co-Chair

• Mailbox Art
• Extra Medical Equipment Needed
• Garage Sale?
• Pond Safety

ALLIANCE MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 2021
Click here to

Join the
Alliance!
residents needed about current issues,
including:
◆ Health and safety
◆ Voting during a pandemic
◆ Available resources
◆ How to get masks and make items
that were in short supply
◆ Ways to connect within the neighborhood
◆ Art to enjoy while walking around
We also highlighted those neighborhood groups that were able to adapt
their programs to continue supporting each other, such as:
◆ Falconbridge Friends
◆ Mask Makers
◆ Exercise groups
◆ Book clubs
◆ Coffee klatch
◆ Pickleball and pool activities
◆ Informal distanced gatherings
We hope we supported and inspired
you. If you enjoy the newsletter, you
should support the Alliance.

Listserv
The Alliance provides the popular Falconbridge Alliance listserv,
through volunteer hours and financial support.
Among many topics,
neighbors used the
listserv to ask for
recommendations,
source supplies, query
Internet outages, find
new homes for house-

hold goods or plants, share humor,
and ask for help. Many hours have
gone into the major transition of this
important communication resource to
a new platform for 2021. The Alliance
pays the monthly fee, and volunteers
contribute time to monitor the list for
issues and welcome new participants.
If you use the listserv, you should
support the Alliance.

Annual Directory
The Alliance compiles and provides
to its members an Annual Directory
containing basic neighborhood information and listings
of contact information for Falconbridge residents,
organized by both
address and name.
Part of the Alliance’s
community - building effort is making it possible for neighbors to communicate easily with each other.

Pickleball
The Alliance also provided a substantial donation to the FHA-owned
Pickleball Court
Resurfacing project. We wanted to
provide financial
support for an
important neighborhood activity,
in which many
Alliance members
participate.
Of course we look forward to resuming in-person social gatherings, but
that is not all we do. If you care about
your Falconbridge community, step
up and join the Alliance! We are an
all-volunteer organization and we can
use your support.
—Marian Cannell

●●@
News
The&Clubhouse
Events

Help Protect These Natural Areas
Two pond-related Falconbridge
Homeowner’s Association properties are off-limits for recreational use.
Thank you for helping to protect
these FHA properties.
New sinkholes prevent recreational
use of field below dam. The small
field below the pond dam on Huntingridge Road has developed some
sinkholes, seemingly associated with
some old drain pipes from the dam.
For safety reasons,
the FHA requests that
people refrain from
walking, running, and
biking in this area.
Please obey the signs
and keep off.

No sledding on hill below pond dam.
As some of us wish for snow, and
sledding season approaches, please
remember that the big hill off Huntingridge Road is not a sledding hill.
In fact, it is the back of the dam and
is responsible for protecting the
residential properties below. It holds
back the pond waters as they rise and
fall during rains. At the present time,
walking across the top of the dam
along the path is allowed, but walking, running, sledding, and biking
on either the front or back sides of the
dam is not allowed. These activities
damage this delicate and vitally important area. Once again, please obey
the signs and keep off.

--Kim Fahs, FHA Board, Landscaping

Fit For Life
Outdoor Class
Continues Pop
Up Format
Fit for Life will have Saturday
Zoom classes this month as we did
in December, but the weekly outdoor in-person class on the pool
deck will continue using a weather-dependent “Pop Up” plan. Each
Sunday we will look at the week’s
weather and decide if there’s a day
that is warm and dry enough to
meet. Group members will get an
email each Sunday. Anyone who
would like to participate should
contact me at
judy.rosen1010@gmail.com.
—Judy Rosen

● ● On
News
the&Pond
Events

New Pond Monitoring System Installed
On Wednesday, December 9th,
Chris Brewer and Henderson Beam
from Triangle Pond Management
braved the chilly waters of Falconbridge’s pond to install our new
rainfall and pond level monitoring
system. Sai Balu, Ed Holland, and
Howard Goldberg, from the FHA
pond committee, assisted with the
equipment setup – on dry land!
The system, shown in the photo
on the right, includes a rain gauge
(black unit on left), solar-powered,
cellular connected, data logger
(white box to the upper right of the
rain gauge), and a pressure sensor
for pond level measurement (located
inside the long, white, vertical PVC
“stilling well” to the right of the data
logger). A “stream gauge,” basically
a yardstick, can be seen attached to
the pressure treated wooden post
(below the rain gauge) to provide a
quick, visual indicator of pond level.
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Pond committee
members have now begun to monitor rainfall
and pond level data
remotely on their home
computers. They will
be analyzing the data
to develop correlations between pond
level rise from rainfall
events and pond level
fall from activating the
Agri drain located in
the dam.

[Photos by Harriet Crisp]

This should allow us to better control
the pond level and minimize the possibility of overtopping the dam and
causing flooding downstream. Another benefit of the system is to provide
automated alerts so homeowners
who would be affected can be notified
should the pond rise to a level that
might result in overtopping the dam.

Next time you walk around the
pond, check out the pond monitoring
system located near the southwest
corner of the dam.
—Howard Goldberg, FHA Board,
Pond Management

● ● Townhome News

town
home
HAPPENINGS

FALCONBRIDGEHOMEOWNERS
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
ASSN.
FALCONBRIDGE

CAS Management
Jacob Hildebrand
jacob@casnc.com
919-403-1400
ext. 1210
Mon Jan 18, 2021

Board
FHAFHA
Online (Zoom)
etingting
Boa
NordMeMee

August 2017

January 2021

Message from Marese Casey, FHA PRESIDENT
Happy New Year! We look forward with bright hopes to
2021. I was asked recently what my “wins” in 2020 were. I
immediately thought that I didn’t have any wins. However
on deeper searching I recognized that covid-19 had brought
me closer to my friends and family and given me time for
reflection. What wins did you have in 2020?

With the advent of the New Year, the Falconbridge Alliance will start their
membership drive for 2021/22. The Alliance serves a valuable role in community building and deserves our support. This year, due to covid-19, their
social event calendar has been limited (we did enjoy pumpkin carving).
However their Listserv, Community Directory, and Newsletter were invaluable in keeping us connected and aware of community happenings. These
benefits appear as if by magic, however they are funded by the Alliance
from the annual dues of $30 for one person and $45 for two. Please join me
in joining the Alliance. (See page 3)

Streetlights Off/On
Remember to let Ruby Bugg know
when your street lighting is not
working as it should. Ruby will see
that Jacob is made aware of all the
problems monthly, thus saving money on numerous service calls.

Pond and Dam
Triangle Pond Management installed
a rainfall and pond level monitoring system, under the guidance of
Howard Goldberg (whose article
on page 4 you must read). This new
equipment will allow pond committee members to monitor rainfall and
pond level data remotely. The data
collected will let us better control the
pond level and minimize the possibility of overtopping and downstream
flooding. We must be mindful that
running, sledding, and biking are not
allowed on the dam, particularly on
the slope. These activities damage
this delicate, though vitally important area. The small field at the foot
of the dam on Huntingridge Rd. has
developed some sinkholes, seemingly
associated with an old dam drain.
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For safety reasons, please take care
and avoid walking, running, and
biking in this area also.

Volunteers Please

Bids and Projects
Waltham and Dartford Sidewalks –
Delayed. Sundek of NC inspected
the required repairs and will come
back with proposals for the Waltham
sidewalks. They will refer concrete
companies for Dartford 16 to 19, as
the repair of that sidewalk is not
within their area of expertise. They
will also provide contacts for sidewalk painting to allow us to investigate providing a uniform look on the
sidewalks being repaired.

As we move into 2021 the Board is
looking for volunteers to assist with
the many and varied Board areas of
responsibility:

Walls – Delayed. Due to the holidays
and the onset of winter weather this
project will not commence until the
new year.

Landscaping – Kim Fahs, our Landscaping Chair, will reach out to interested individuals. Please contact Kim
if you have not heard from her.

Pond Management – Still working
on assessing the bids received from
Fosters and Triangle.

Facilities – We are proposing one
overarching body, with 3 sub-committees for Walls, Roofs, Painting and
Siding (including decks).

Please contact Jacob Hildebrand
at Jacob@casnc.com if you have any
questions on the above.

Sidewalks and Roads – Kim Henry
from Waltham has joined me in managing our current sidewalk project.
Her approach and suggestions are
fresh and exciting.
Drainage – I will be approaching
homeowners who helped me in this
area some years ago, with a view to
rekindling their interest.

Upcoming Dates to Remember
FHA Board Meeting
January 18 - at 6:00 pm via Zoom
Townhome owners will receive an
invitation to join the call. Please send
your questions to Jacob at
jacob@casnc.com in advance of the
meeting, so that they may be addressed
during the homeowners forum.

● ● Getting Involved

We Need to Work
Together:
Reality of
Maintenance and
Ownership of
Common Areas
FACT: Townhome residents own, manage, and pay for the
upkeep of the common areas, including the pond, the
dam, and all the green space around the Clubhouse and
between the townhomes and 6309 Huntingridge Rd.
(as you exit the community onto Hwy. 54). Our current
annual cost to do this is more than $70k.
PROBLEM: We have had to put restrictions in place on
the use of some of our property to help preserve it,
but these restrictions are often met with hostility and
disregard by some residents of the single-family homes.
Running/biking down the dam slope, climbing over
the goose fencing, requesting grass cutting … all have
been done. The individuals I have approached, particularly those using the dam slope for recreation, think
that “one” individual cannot possibly do any harm.
However, there are 289 single-family homes, and adding another 288 individuals to that one person can do
harm. Our more than 80-year-old earthen dam, which
has been classified by the state of North Carolina as
a “high hazard dam,” is what keeps the water in our
pond, and it is vital that we protect its integrity.
REALITY: Perhaps single-family homeowners who enjoy
our common areas assumed that the purchase of their
lots included our common areas, which are maintained
as if by magic. It is time to acknowledge the financial
burden the townhome owners bear in maintaining this
property, which is enjoyed by all, and enhances the value of all our homes. As maintenance costs continue to
rise, we are forced to look at alternatives such as selling
the pool and Clubhouse facilities, draining the pond,
building additional townhomes and other options.
IN THE FUTURE: I would like to propose that those single-family homeowners who enjoy using the grounds
around the Clubhouse, who enjoy walking around the
pond, or on other townhome property, think about how
you can help. Though the FCA (single-family homeowner’s association) does not have any way to have
mandatory membership or dues, could there be a way
for single-family homeowners to devise some
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mechanism to help support these amenities? It is time to
find a solution before they become a thing of the past.
I would like to hear from members of both parts of our
community as to how we might devise a solution that
works for both. I will be reaching out in early 2021. The
Falconbridge community has worked together in the past
for Clubhouse renovations; Clubhouse window treatments, so important for movie nights; and the opening of
the pool this summer, when our pool opened despite the
pandemic, unlike most local pools.
I am hopeful that we can also work together on this
issue.
—Marese Casey, FHA President

We wish you a
Healthy and Happy New Year!!
Watch for our 2020 year in review post card
hitting your mailboxes in January.
As always don’t hesitate to contact us regarding your
real estate needs . . . we get the job done!
Trust your Falconbridge Expert who has been selling homes
for over 30 Years!

Please stay safe during these challenging times.
ROBBIE DAVIS
JUSTIN BURLESON

REALTOR® | PREMIER AGENTS NETWORK

Selling Falconbridge Homes Since 1990
rdavis@fmrealty.com ■ 919-323-1151
Check out my testimonials on robbiedavisrealtor.com

● ● Neighborhood Watch

Car Thefts Increasing in Durham: Be Aware
Durham County, like many parts
of the country, is experiencing an
increase in car thefts. Please take extra care to protect yourself and your
property during these difficult times.
What to do:
● Don’t leave an unoccupied vehicle
running and unlocked. With colder
weather, it is tempting to turn the car
on for a few minutes before you are
ready to leave, so it can warm up. But
nearly half the car thefts in Durham
this year were of cars left running or
with keys inside.
● Don’t leave valuables in your car.
Commonly stolen items are computers, phones, GPS systems, radar

● Don’t keep your registration and
personal ID in the car. These items
should remain with the driver, police
recommend.
● Do know your license plate number and VIN. Knowing your vehicle
ID number and plate number helps
police if your car is stolen.
detectors, sports equipment, and
important papers and documents.
● Don’t leave packages in plain view.
If you must leave a package in your
car, put it in the trunk or cover it up.
● Don’t keep your home location on
your GPS. If your GPS is stolen, you
don’t want it to lead the thief to your
house.

● Do park your car in a well-lighted
area and lock it. This prevents casual
thieves from taking items from your
car.
● Do remove your garage remote and
spare key from your car. These items
allow a thief access to your house by
breaking into your car.

● ● Nature News

Our Versatile Visitor
Apparently, the word is out. Falconbridge is getting more and more
attractive to visitors – like this coyote
that visited the wooded area behind
Knotty Pine neighbors Ed & Judy
Holland and Ian & Sara Morris!
Coyotes’ versatility makes them
adapt well to urban environments. In
the last 40 years coyotes have come
to all 100 counties in North Carolina
as a result of both natural ingress
and introduction by fox hunters in
the 1980s. Coyotes are only found in
North America and their numbers
are flourishing, due to their hardiness
and adaptability – and because top
predators like cougars and wolves
were hunted to near-extinction. Some
coyotes stay around, but usually they
are just passing through looking for
food.
Coyotes are about the size of a medium-sized dog (20 - 45 pounds) and
are typically dark gray, but can be
blonde, black, or even red. They are
monogamous and mate for life. They
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A frequent question is how do we
discourage them from taking up residence? To encourage coyotes to move
on, don’t provide easy food. Remove
any outside food sources (which
Like teenagers, coyotes are opportu- also attract rats, possums, raccoons,
and skunks). Although coyotes are
nistic feeders, meaning they will eat
most anything that is available. Their sometimes a nuisance, wildlife exseasonally varied food buffet typically perts explain that these animals play
an important role in balancing the
includes rabbits, rodents, squirrels,
ecosystem, so it is better to learn to
snakes, grasshoppers, frogs, clover,
veggies, fruit, berries…or pet food…or co-exist.
pets…or even garbage or road kill…
What’s new in your Falconbridge
whatever. If you get hungry enough,
natural environment these days? Let
you’re not picky, ya know? Although me know at alguire.catherine@gmail.
coyotes have been known to kill some com for consideration as a future
deer, hunters and vehicles kill many
newsletter topic.
more deer than coyotes do.
—Catherine Alguire
even have a kind of internal birth control – the females adjust the litter size
based on the available food in the area
and competing species!

● ● Neighbor Services/Aging in Place

Welcome Our Friends
Co-Coordinators
Should you decide to seek one of the many services of
the active and energetic Falconbridge Friends, two new,
though experienced, co-coordinators will answer your
emails and phone calls. Ronit Weingarden has graciously
taken on the role of Active Co-Coordinator, beginning
January 1st. When her term is up at the end of April,
Rosemarie Kitchin has generously offered to take over
for the next four-month term, from May - August. We
welcome all requests for any of the many services Friends
provides.
—Judy Rosen

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

available for loan to Falconbridge Alliance members
through the Falconbridge Friends.

Supplies include
1 knee walker, 2 portable wheelchairs,
5 bedside toilets, 4 shower chairs, 1 ice machine,
assorted crutches, 3 rolling walkers, 3 fixed walkers,
assortment of braces, 1 bed table

Need Help?
How to Contact
Falconbridge Friends

If you would like to request help from Falconbridge Friends
or learn more about volunteer opportunities, email
FalconbridgeFriends@gmail.com
or call 919-391-8210.
A Friends co-coordinator will respond within a day or two to
messages, which are either requesting help or asking about
volunteer opportunities.

Please contact Claudia Stephens at
919-490-1397 (leave message)
or RalCStep@gmail.com.
Please leave message and call will be returned.

● ● Transitions

We Welcome New Neighbors to Falconbridge

Falconbridge welcomes new neighbors with open arms...and lots of information. Members of our townhome and single-family
home Welcome Committees visit new arrivals as a way for us to learn a little about new folks — making it easier for us to
connect around shared interests and build new friendships.

CORRECTION from last month’s issue

Chris Straughan

WELCOME COMMITTEE
Do you have a new neighbor(s)? Do you
want to help welcome newcomers?
Please let one of the Welcome Committee
members know.
Single-family homes; Contact Michelle Wolff at 919-401-6609 or
michelle.wolff1@gmail.com
Townhomes: Contact Melissa Haft at MelissaJHaft@gmail.com

Street Address: 2312 Shallowford Lane
Phone:
919-949-9093
Email:
Chris.Straughan@gmail.com
Moved from:
The Cedars of Chapel Hil
Children:
Has two grown children, a son and a daughter
Careers:
Retired after working for IBM for 40 years
Interests:	Swimming, jogging, walking, biking, and rowing

Each month we will publish brief notices of neighbors who have left us. Please send
notifications to the Bridge editor, Marian Cannell at falconbridgenews@gmail.com.
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● ● Good To Know

Let’s Make the Listserv More Enjoyable
if someone is asking about Internet outages or how
to find something that is in short supply, “reply to
group” might be the way to go. On the other hand, if
you just enjoyed what someone said or you have an
item the person is looking for, choose “reply to sender.” Sometimes a listserv member who is interested in
a topic raised in an email will reply with the message
“Following.” That indicates they are also interested in
the topic and it might be one that is appropriate for a
group reply. Many messages on our listserv are ones
where “reply to sender” is most appropriate, so consider your options before replying. This decreases the
number of irrelevant messages the whole list receives.
It’s great to have a new Falconbridge Listserv! There are
already written rules about what material is appropriate
for a neighborhood listserv. But people who do not often
use group emails might not be aware of other “rules of
etiquette”:

☛ Consider who your reply should go to. Your computer may have icons with single and double left-facing
arrows for “reply to sender” versus “reply to group.”
Or at the bottom of each message you receive (below
the line) is a series of links. You can select “reply to
group” or “reply to sender.” Only reply to the whole
group if the information in your reply is something
many on the list might benefit from. For example,

☛ Check the subject line. Be sure the reply you are

sending has the correct subject line. If you are changing the topic, change the subject line to reflect the new
topic.

☛ Thank people individually. If you are thanking someone or responding with a “me, too” comment, use
“reply to sender,” not “reply to group.”

☛ Keep calm and carry on. If you are receiving a lot of

group emails that you think should have been sent
only to a specific person, take a deep breath and just
delete them. Remember this is an informal listserv and
your neighbors are doing the best they can in these
stressful times.
—Marian Cannell

● ● Board Reports
Summary of December 1, 2020 Falconbridge Alliance Board Meeting
Board action and discussion included the following:
■ Discussed need to recruit additional Board members.
■ Expressed appreciation to Ian Morris for painting
marquee posts by the Clubhouse and to Sara Morris
for taking over managing the marquee.
■ Reviewed options for continuing the Alliance Listserv
and voted to authorize Naveed Moeed to move the
list to a new platform: Groups.io, with the Alliance
paying the monthly fee.
■ Discussed continued work on creating a new website
as part of enhancing neighborhood communications.
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■ Reviewed plan for the upcoming Membership Drive,
which will begin in January and end in March.
■ Next Falconbridge Alliance Board Meeting will be on
Tuesday, January 5th at 7 pm, via Zoom.

The minutes are available here.
 or further details contact Walt DeGrange
F
ltwalt@gmail.com

WHY JOIN THE ALLIANCE?

FALCONBRIDGE ALLIANCE-SPONSORED
SOCIAL GROUPS

With your Alliance Membership, you can:
• Stay up to date on neighborhood news with our
newsletter and website

BOOK CLUB*
GAME NIGHT GROUP*
GOURMET DINING GROUP*

• Share information with your neighbors via our
listserv
• Look up a neighbor in our Falconbridge directory

		

• Meet your neighbors at our numerous social events

MAH JONGG*
MARDI
GRAS BOWLING
• Pursue interests with a variety of sponsored social
groups
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE GROUP*
PICKLEBALL
• Receive discounts on some Alliance-sponsored
classes and events
STUDIO TIME FOR ARTISTS*
THIRD TUESDAY POKER*
• Participate in special members-only events
TRAVELING PUB
• Feel more secure with our Neighborhood Watch
WINE TASTING GROUP*
• Be reassured that trained neighborhood volunteers
			
can help your family with transportation, meals,
and other services if you have a short-term health
WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH*
or other crisis
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB*
• Ensure the continued growth of programs and
activites to enhance the lives of all Falconbridge
residents

JB Marr
BJ Attwood
Ann Noble
John Noble
Barb Carroll
Jim Carroll &
Bob Jackson
Judy Holland
Michelle Wolff

ronitw1950@yahoo.com
jimandbarb@nc.rr.com
chparker43@gmail.com &
fitzhugh.karen@gmail.com
lproctor700@gmail.com
lproctor700@gmail.com
jmarr.jr@gmail.com
attwoodbj@gmail.com
annnoble@nc.rr.com
jnoble3491@gmail.com
falconbridgepub@gmail.com
jimcarrollnc@gmail.com
judyedholland@gmail.com
michelle.wolff1@gmail.com

* Must be a member of the Alliance to participate			

2020-2021 Falconbridge Alliance Board of Directors
Walt DeGrange (SF), Co-Chair • ltwalt@gmail.com • 919-442-8164
Stephanie Curtis, Treasurer • stephanie.curtis83@gmail.com • 919-452-7261
Marian Cannell, Secretary • marian@cannells.com • 919-452-5439
Sara Morris • smorris48@hotmail.com • 203-214-1529
Alex Lichtler • lichter@comcast.net • 860-462-6816
Brenda Clements • bt1clements@bellssouth.net • 305-972-5497

SF=Single-Family home TH=Townhome

2020-2021 FCA Board of Directors
Walt DeGrange, President • ltwalt@gmail.com • 919-442-8164
Stephanie Curtis • stephanie.curtis83@gmail.com • 919-452-7261
Marian Cannell • marian@cannells.com • 919-452-5439

2019-2020 Falconbridge FHA Board of Directors (Townhomes)
OFFICERS
Marese Casey, President • marese.casey@gmail.com • 919-817-3218
Howard Goldberg, Treasurer • hgoldberg16@gmail.com • 518-878-9296
Naveed Moeed, Secretary • naveed.moeed@gmail.com • 919-203-8709
AT LARGE MEMBERS
BJ Attwood • attwoodbj@gmail.com • 804-869-7806
Ruby Bugg • rwbugg@aol.com • 919-210-0016
Kim Fahs, Pool, Landscaping and Clubhouse • Kim.fahs3@gmail.com • 423-834-1120
Katie Lord • katie_lord@yahoo.com • 919-493-8079
Shirley Sennhauser • sennhauser1138@gmail.com • 919-545-0511
Pete Waggoner, Architectural Review • pete.waggoner@yahoo.com • 919-408-0144
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Ronit Weingarden
Barb Carroll
Carolyn Parker
Karen Fitzhugh
Lawrence Proctor
Lawrence Proctor

WEB ACCESS
www.falconbridge.org
Falconbridge Alliance
[Constantly being improved,
an increasingly vital source of
information – progressive and
historical. Do visit often.]

FalconbridgeHOA.org
(Townhomes)
groups.io/g/falconbridge-listserv

(Listserv)
Falconbridgehoa.org/pool.htm

(Pool and Clubhouse)
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/153955664771981/

(Falconbridge Families
Facebook)

