OCTOBER

UPCOMING

EVENTS

OCTOBER 2016

Each Mon. & Thurs. 1:30pm
MAH JONGG

NEIGHBORHOOD

falconbridgealliance.org

paulaclarke@nc.rr.com

Each Tues. • 1:00pm
STUDIO TIME FOR ARTISTS
Painting, Mixed Media, Collage
annnoble@nc.rr.com

Wed. Oct. 5 • 7:00pm
BOOK CLUB
ronitw1950@yahoo.com
919-493-8296 (Bill Brown)

Thurs. Oct 6 • 9:30am-11:00am
WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH
Sat. Oct. 8 • 6:00pm
GOURMET GROUP
lhallgren@nc.rr.com

Sun. Oct. 9 • 4:00pm
ALLIANCE BOARD MEETING
ANNUAL MEETING & POTLUCK
jnoble43@nc.rr.com

Mon. Oct. 10 • 7:00pm
FHA BOARD MEETING
riverstilbury@yahoo.com

Wed. Oct. 12 • 7:30pm
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB
michelle.wolff1@gmail.com

Fri. Oct 14 & 28 • 5:30pm
TRAVELING PUB
falconbridgepub@gmail.com

Wed. Oct. 19 • 7:00pm
3RD WED. POKER NIGHT
jnoble43@nc.rr.com

Thurs. Oct 20 • 7:30pm
FILM AT THE CLUBHOUSE

Departures (Japanese)
Falconbridgehoa.org/movies.htm

Tues. Oct 25 • 6:00pm
BOWLING AT MARDI GRAS
lproctor@nc.rr.com

Sun. Oct 29 • 4:00-6:00pm
HALLOWEEN & PIZZA PARTY
FOR KIDS
AT THE CLUBHOUSE
hwcrisp@gmail.com

NEWS

falconbridgealliance@gmail.com

(Last) Message from Our President

Parting Words
Serving the last four years on the
board, and as the last Falconbridge
Alliance President, I’ve been privileged and honored to watch Falconbridge evolve. When we arrived in
Falconbridge just over four years
ago, there were three separate organizations operating independently:
Falconbridge Community Association (FCA), Falconbridge Village
Association (FVA), and Falconbridge
Homeowners Association (FHA).
Then two years ago the FCA and the
Village decided to come together under a common board called the Alliance. Now the Falconbridge Alliance
(FA) is not just a name, it has become
a 501(c}(7). All three—FCA, FVA and
FA—will operate under a common,
all-community board.
The entire neighborhood is included on the new Alliance board,
as the townhome HOA (FHA) will
have three seats on the board. The
three-member FCA portion of the
new board will manage single-family
homeowner issues only: the Village
(FVA) will continue its charitable
activities throughout Falconbridge;
and the Alliance will manage all other
neighborhood activities that do not
qualify as charitable. The FHA will
continue to manage townhome issues
and be intimately involved in the
Alliance.

of the Alliance
will be named
Chair, Vice
Chair, Treasurer, and Secretary. Someone
will be the first
Chair of the
Falconbridge
Alliance.
There is such a great positive energy
in the neighborhood right now as we
continue to move forward. The renovations of the clubhouse have helped
to invigorate the entire neighborhood.
Dozens of residents from the townhomes and single-family homes participated in Reimagining Falconbridge
exercises. Their active involvement
and the results of their efforts are
shaping the future of our community.
I have to thank all the people who
volunteered their time in all four organizations to make this a great place to
live. I will continue to volunteer my
time where I can contribute.
A more complete information packet
about the reorganization will be forthcoming to all Alliance members before
the annual meeting Sunday, October 9,
(4:00pm at the clubhouse). I’m looking forward to the potluck after!

BTW, the reason I’m the last President of the Alliance is that the officers

—John Noble

INSIDE: Annual Meeting & Potluck!
Labor Day Antics • Artwalk Pictures & impressions • Dog Ordinance
Nasty Weeds • When to Dial 911 • How to be a Falconbridge Friend • VOTE

● ● News & Events

OFFICIAL NOTICE
Alliance Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of the Alliance will be held at the clubhouse on
Sunday, October 9, at 4:00pm. There are several key matters on the agenda.
We will discuss the reorganization of Falconbridge resulting from recent surveys and meetings. We want to be very clear about what the board has done
for the benefit of the entire Falconbridge community.
We will elect two new board members: Marese Casey and Carey Greene.
Marese is also a member of the FHA Board. Carey is the second young-family
member to join the Alliance Board, along with Kelly Quisenberry, who was
recently elected by the board to replace Rosemary Hutchinson.
We will call for a vote from single-family homeowners on several changes
to the FCA bylaws. As a result of the reorganization and recommendations
made by our attorney, we are proposing some simple changes to the FCA
bylaws that can only be changed at the annual meeting. Only single-family
homeowners will be allowed to vote to…
• make clear that the FCA is the HOA for single-family lots only
• reduce the number of FCA directors to three, and the number of officers to
three (president, secretary, and treasurer)
• change the tenure of board members to three years, to be the same as other
corporations in the Alliance
• confirm that official business can be conducted by electronic means, in
accordance with the NC statutes that already allow it.
NOTE: The following changes to the Falconbridge Village bylaws have already been voted on by the FVA board:
• The Alliance is now the sole member of the Village, as recommended by
our attorney.
• The number of officers is reduced to three (president, secretary, and treasurer) with a term of three years.
• The address has been changed to 21 Charrington and the registered agent
is now Roger Bernholtz.

Falconbridge Alliance

Annual Meeting & Gala Potluck

Sunday, October 9, 2016 • 4:00pm
MEETING: The Alliance Annual

Meeting will be held in the clubhouse
on Sunday, October 9, at 4:00pm.
We encourage all Alliance members
to come learn about the proposed
changes to the Alliance.

IMPORTANT: If you cannot attend,

please make sure to fill out and return your proxy (which you should
receive by mail) so that we meet the
quorum required to have a successful
meeting.

POTLUCK: Please bring a dish and

participate in the potluck that will begin right after the meeting adjourns.
A main dish and liquid refreshments
will be supplied.
—Harriet Crisp

• Official business can now be conducted by electronic means, in accordance
with the NC statutes that already allow it.
The changes to the Village will in no way interfere with its charitable activities nor the way it operates.
We will explain in detail the new 501(c)(7) Falconbridge Alliance, how it came
about, and how it will operate under a single nine-member board, representing
the FCA, FVA, and the FA. The FHA will have three members on the Alliance
Board. I’m really looking forward to bringing everyone up to date regarding
what we have done this year and what the new board plans for next year.
Finally, we will enjoy food and conversation. While the Alliance will provide a main dish and drink, please bring something to share at the potluck
immediately following the meeting.
—John Noble
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Join Falconbridge
Alliance
The Falconbridge Alliance newsletter is
distributed monthly to
all Falconbridge Alliance members.
Newsletter Editor:
Rae Thompson • rthompson1970@nc.rr.com
Newsletter Designer:
Mia Prior • mjcprior@gmail.com

● ● News & Events

Tasty, Treat-Filled Labor Day Finale
To a Successful 2016 Summer Season
The Recreational Facilities Committee bid a fond
farewell to the summer of 2016 on Labor Day. For
kids, there were ice cream sandwiches and assorted frozen treats all day long. Older kids indulged
in expertly mixed gin and tonics that evening.
And, even though the season was “officially” over,
Dawn-to-Dusk swimming continued until September 30. The pictures tell the story.
—Mike Mayo
PHOTOS: LEFT TOP: 1. Libby (l) and Lottie (r) Myers, daughters of Kathryn and Justin Myers who moved
in earlier this year. LEFT MIDDLE: 2. Helen Johnson, daughter of Matt and Maggie Johnson, who just moved to
Shallowford in August. LEFT BOTTOM: 3. Dillon Barrier, Doug Barrier (Marese Casey’s grandson and son).
BOTTOM MIDDLE: Mary Sexton, Norma Young,George Young, Lexy Durand BOTTOM RIGHT: Richard Perry
RIGHT TOP: Mike Mayo, the bartender!

Photo Contest Winner
Now on Display at the
Clubhouse

Last fall, our newsletter editor Rae Thompson thought it
would be interesting and fun to
have a photography contest in
the neighborhood to highlight
the beauty of Falconbridge in
the fall. She invited three neighborhood artists (Lisa Gilbert,
Ralph Wikstrom, and me) to serve as
judges and put out a “call for artists”
to the photographers in the neighborhood.
As one of the judges, I can tell you
the entries were difficult to judge.
They were all beautiful and very creative. We utilized a detailed criterion
using a point system, with no names
on the photos to influence our choic-
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HALLOWE’EN
PARTY FOR KIDS

All ghosts, goblins, princesses,
Supermen, witches!

es. The judges determined the winner
to be Marian Cannell. Marian’s gorgeous photograph was framed (courtesy of the Alliance) and is currently
on display in the clubhouse. Please
take a moment to check it out!
Congratulations to Marian and
thanks to all photographers who
participated. I continue to be amazed
at the talented people who live in
Falconbridge.
—Ann Noble

Saturday, October 29
4- 6 pm
Hallowe’en party AND
pizza at the Clubhouse.
Please RSVP!

We need to know how much pizza (and
what kinds) to order!

If you and your child/children/
grandchildren can attend,
please contact:
Harriet Crisp: hwcrisp@gmail.com
(919) 490-2080.

● ● News & Events

Art Walk Impressions

On Sunday, September 18, 16 artists and six authors welcomed neighbors,
family, and friends into their homes and at the clubhouse where they displayed and discussed their work, offered light refreshments, and enjoyed
the sunny, late-summer day. The neighborhood was buzzing with activity
throughout the five-hour event. Judging from the impressions shared below
and the photos by Harriet Crisp, our “first annual” Art Walk appears to have
been a great success! Many thanks to all who participated.
—Rae Thompson
Ann Noble’s bold style and colors

Lisa Gilbert’s intricate handmade books & boxes

Mary Azoy’s inspired jewelry

Our community’s first Art Walk was
almost perfect—it could have been a
little cooler for those of us who wanted
to walk the neighborhood. Seriously
though, it was a fantastic event overall.
I thoroughly enjoyed getting to know
more about the talents and interests of
our neighbors. I was awestruck by the
impressive collective body of artistic
work that thrives here in Falconbridge.
I hope this event was just the first of
many Art Walks in our community.
—Debbie Balsamo

Barbara Bennett explaining her book to
Jane Campbell
As if you needed another reason to love your
neighborhood, the Falconbridge Art Walk is
something I will look forward to next year. I
really am quite impressed with the depth and
skill of these Falconbridge Artisans! Here we
all thought that you had to drive to Asheville
to see such a great cross-section of good quality art, writing, and handicrafts: yet it is all
right here in our own neighborhood among
friends and neighbors.
—Kelly Quisenberry

Ralph Wikstrom’s remarkable watercolors

I had no idea there were so many artists in Falconbridge. I enjoyed seeing the husband-wife teamwork in some of these artistic families. In one the husband took the
photos from which the wife painted. In another, the wife is the painter and the husband
makes the frames. In another, they both paint very different pictures from the same location. One couple first met at an art show. I can’t wait for next year’s Art Walk!
—Marian Cannell

>>> MORE on page 5
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Carolyn Parker admiring Bill Brown’s paintings

● ● News & Events
My Art Walk impressions: Energy buzzing from the excitement and
anticipation of this ambitious offering displayed in home studios…
the collective works of Falconbridge artists—vibrant, subtle, delicate,
robust, intricate—filling walls, spilling over tables, kitchen counters and shelves…shoppers huddled over collections of fused glass,
jewelry, decorative pieces…handling sculpture, mixed media collages,
hand-constructed cards, boxes, and books…perusing novels, poetry
and non-fiction...hearing snatches of lively conversation among artists
and those who came. An altogether enriching, enjoyable, and inspiring afternoon.
—Anne Deloria
Rosemary Hutchinson considering Susan Frost’s earrings
The Art Walk put our neighborhood’s “hidden” talent on
show. Who knew? Now we
do. Falconbridge has a plethora
of artists, craftsmen, jewelers,
glass and paper artists, authors,
and more. The artwork at each
home reflected the artists’ personality—large vibrantly colored paintings, detailed scenes,
modern images—in acrylics,
watercolors, oils, intricate paper
designs, notecards, boxes with
hidden surprises, decorative
and useful glassware, and fashionable jewelry. What a joy it is
to live here!
—Rosemary Hutchinson

Loretta Day with lively paintings

A New Breed of Realtor®
Cash back for Home Buyers
Judy Holland showing her
fused glass

Lower commissions for Sellers
Full Service

Another happy client:
Barry and Carol represented
us in the sale of our home.
Their guidance, experience,
patience and calmness led
us through what would
have been an otherwise
overwhelming and
challenging process.

Carol Land & Barry Slobin
Your Falconbridge
My Dog Tess Team

919-490-1829
barry.carol@mydogtess.com

www.mydogtess.com

— Charlie F, Chapel Hill

FULL SERVICE, NO SURPRISES – GREAT RESULTS
Call for free consultation

Louise Pagano with one of her pastels
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● ● Neighbor Services/Aging in Place

Need Help? Please Ask.
Falconbridge Friends now has ONE telephone number
and email address! If you need support and help—dealing with an illness or trauma after surgery or an accident,
figuring out transportation if you can’t drive, needing assistance with shopping, or needing cooked meals—help
is available!

Phone: 919-391-8210
Email: FalconbridgeFriends@gmail.com
If you call or email, one of the Friends coordinators will meet with you to discuss your
needs and let you know how Falconbridge
Friends can assist you.

I need
help...

We have reminder magnets with the
Friends contact information on them as a handy reference. Friends support teams are made up of wonderful Falconbridge volunteers. If you would like to be a
neighbor who helps neighbors in need, join Falconbridge
Friends. Training for volunteers is available. Call or email
so you can be a member of this great group!
—Lisa Anthony
Do you need transportation services

(including rides to the airport)?
Go to the Falconbridge Alliance website and click on
Neighbor Services to find volunteers.

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
is available for loan to Falconbridge Alliance
members through the Falconbridge Friends.
Supplies include
walkers,
bedside commodes,
shower chairs, and more.
Please contact Claudia Stephens at
919-490-1397 or 919-593-5828.

ALZHEIMER DISEASE: Definition,

Diagnosis, Caregiver Support, Research,
Treatment, Prevention and . . . Cure?

Presented by James Cappola MD, PhD

Former Medical Director and Head of Medical Affairs,
Harvard Clinical Research Institute

Thurs, Oct 20, 4:00pm-5:00pm
UNC Wellness Center at Meadowmont,
Sprunt Street, Chapel Hill
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Falconbridge Friends Meeting:

“How to Be a ‘Friend’”

We had a great turnout for our Saturday, September 17,
meeting of Falconbridge Friends—24 attendees, including
nine new members! After social coffee time and introductions, Lisa Anthony and Ronit Weingarden, the current
Friends co-coordinators, provided basic information about
Friends, aka “neighbors helping neighbors.” The volunteer group is part of the Falconbridge Alliance (and was
initiated by the Falconbridge Village Association).
Paula Clarke and Sharon Meginnis provided orientation
information, covering issues such as confidentiality, how
a support team is formed and organized, what kinds of
things team members do for their “friend,” and how to
deal with specific issues that might come up. The group
exercises about confidentiality and problematic issues that
can arise generated much discussion and provided information about how to respond appropriately.
Currently Falconbridge Friends has two teams operating;
another has just finished. Various types of assistance may
be provided: transportation, visits, an occasional meal, or
running an errand. Since Friends’ inception about eight
years ago, about 80 people have been helped!
We now keep track of hours spent in Friends activities.
The recent distribution of the Friends magnet to every
Falconbridge household took about 50 hours provided by
20 volunteers.
Currently we have two co-coordinators, but in order to
keep the Friends organization viable and sustainable, we
need three people. We need someone NOW and an additional person beginning January 1 for a one-year commitment, to be on call for a four-month period. If you’re
interested or need more information, please contact our
Friends phone—919-391-8210, or FalconbridgeFriends@
gmail.com.
The next regular Friends meeting will be Sunday, November 13, from 2:30pm-3:30pm at the clubhouse. We request
that anyone who is a part of Friends attend at least one
meeting annually to remain part of the group.
—Lisa Anthony and Ronit Weingarden

● ● Home and Garden
Chips from a Cracked Pot
Ready for another “what plant is
that?” Well, I had two to present this
month, one of which I will leave to
you to research since I found it too
depressing after reading several papers to write you about it.
First up is Diodia virginiana, otherwise known as Virginia Buttonweed.
You might have noticed a bright,
lime-green something growing alongside Huntingridge near the dam.
That’s it! It is quite invasive and
will crowd out grass. The nasty part
about this plant’s life is, quote: “varied means of reproduction, perennial
growth cycle, and waxy leaf coating
which alter plant penetration for
many herbicides.” Yes, it’s nasty!
But this plant looks sweet, with its
tiny white flowers. It will spread,

Nasty Weeds

Virginia Buttonweed [photos by Al Bugg]

Japanese stilt grass

forming a mat-like cover. It reproduces both above and below ground,
via its self-pollinated produced seed,
and its regeneration from stem and
root fragments.

this plant up on the web and get educated about it. https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Microstegium_vimineum.
If removal of these very, very nasty
thug plants is planned, be ready to
plant something native to this area
and STRONG; have it at the ready
because both weeds are TOUGH!
And tough to get rid of. Praying over
the pests isn’t going to get this job of
removing these yard plagues done!

Hand removal requires diligence
and perseverance. Mowing to even
0.5 inch high won’t kill it!
The other invasive thug I was going
to write about is Microstegium, also
called Japanese stilt grass. This was
too much for this writer to handle all
in one little article. I urge you to look

—Mary McClure

Rain, Rain, Go Away! Tackling Townhome Drainage Issues
We all lived through the years when
the rain went away, and most recently the months when it came back
with a vengeance. Our cumulative
rainfall at RDU from Sept 2015 to
Sept 2016 was more than 17 inches
above normal. This excess of rain
highlighted the many drainage issues
we have in our community from
marshy common areas to flooding
walkways.
To date we have done a good job of
fixing drainage problems as reported,
on an ad hoc basis, budget allowing.
This one-at-a-time approach left us
in the vulnerable position of never
understanding the magnitude of the
problem, what the underlying causes
were, or how much money we should
budget. We were putting Band-aids®
on the issues as best we could.
The FHA Board decided that the
best approach would be to fix the
townhome neighborhood as a whole
rather than one problem after an-
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other. To this end it created a Drainage Committee, reporting directly to
the Board, with a mandate to thoroughly understand the drainage issues in the community, and prioritize
the fixing of same. Our committee
members are Michelle Deneke, Tonu
Kalam, Ron Maner, Mary McClure,
Linda McElveen, Steve Salgo, and
Jean Sellers.

Our first steps are:
1. Familiarize ourselves with previous
drainage reports developed in 2007
and 2011, including our Landscape
Master plan.
2. Inventory all “drains,” including
storm drains, on the property to institute a formal cleaning and maintenance program.

3. Investigate commissioning a professional drainage expert to assess
community drainage as a whole—
not house by house, but rather the
Falconbridge Townhome development, including the common areas.
4. Prioritize problems identified in
terms of those affecting the most
residents, impact on the community
as a whole, cost, ease of remedy, etc.
Our covenants are silent on the issue
of drainage (who fixes what) except
where they refer to new buildings
(Article V: ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL, Section 3). However, in 2003
we put in place a Standing Water and
Drainage Policy to address drainage
issues and apportion costs as appropriate between FHA and homeowners. The committee will review this
policy as part of our committee work,
and revise as necessary. We will meet
bi-weekly and keep the community
informed on our findings and proposed actions.
—Marese Casey

● ● Home and Garden

FRIENDLY REMINDER: Falconbridge Covenants and Restrictions
All single-family and townhome
properties in Falconbridge are subject
to legally recorded restrictive covenants. We encourage all property
owners to become familiar with their
applicable covenants. The townhome covenants are substantially
more detailed and restrictive than the
single-family covenants. This article
focuses only on the single-family
homes. Be sure to watch for information about the townhome covenants
in a later edition. CLICK HERE to
view or download single-family
home covenants.
Be sure to remember: Any exterior
improvements to single family properties—such as fences, walls, decks,
outbuildings, home additions, tree
clearing, etc.—must first be approved
by the FCA Board through the architectural review process specified in
the single-family covenants.
This process is typically very simple
and not intended to be burdensome;
it’s meant to help keep Falconbridge
the friendly and beautiful neighborhood we all love.

Other single-family requirements: In addition to architectural
review, the single-family covenants include these requirements and
restrictions.
● Lots are for residential purposes only and may not be further subdivided.
● No “horses, cattle, swine, ducks, geese, chickens, or goats may be kept on
home sites.”
● Residents must clean up after their dogs when walking them in
Falconbridge (also required by a Durham County ordinance).
● Garbage containers must be stored and concealed from public view.
● Overnight on-street vehicle parking is limited to one week unless a
temporary extension is approved by the FCA Board.
● No individual curbside mailboxes are allowed.
● Driveways must be paved.
● Lot owners “shall maintain and preserve their lots in a clean, orderly, and
attractive appearance” and are responsible for maintaining the portion of
the street right-of-way between their property line and the street pavement.
● Any Falconbridge lot owner may enforce the single-family covenants “by
action in law or equity.”
Please contact Ed Holland, Chair, Falconbridge Architectural and Landscape Review Committee, (edholland@hotmail.com or 919-489-9809), if
you have any questions.
—Ed Holland

CLICK HERE to view or download
single-family home architectural
review process.

BE AWARE: Hunting Season Starts October 17
For our residents and neighbors who live on the edge of the Army
Corps land, or for those who hike those trails; please note the hunting
season starts October 17 and ends February 28. Hunting can be particularly heavy during the first few weeks of the season including weekdays (excluding Sundays when hunting is not allowed); so don’t be
surprised on Monday, October 17, when you start hearing the sounds
of hunting! If you will be on the Corps land for any reason during this
period, it is highly advisable you wear “hunter orange” that can be
seen from all sides.

—Kelly Quisenberry
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● ● Home and Garden

NEW DURHAM LAW:
Pick Up Your Dog’s Poop. . .or Else!
Starting September 14, 2016, dog owners who do not
clean up after their animals can be fined $50-$150. This
law applies to any public property, public right-of-way,
or private property without the permission of a private
property owner. The ordinance does not apply to a guide
dog, service dog, or hearing dog accompanying any person with a disability. Here are some FAQs.
Why should you clean up your dog’s waste?
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) considers
dog waste a pollutant of water bodies. It is most often
introduced into receiving waters by way of storm-water
runoff. Everyone must do his or her part to protect the
quality of our storm-water runoff. Dog waste left on the
ground increases exposure of you, your neighbors, and
our community to bacteria, viruses, and parasites.
When does the new ordinance go into effect?
The new ordinance was passed by the Board of County
Commissioners on March 7, 2016. The Board declared an
educational period until September 14, 2016, at which
time enforcement may begin on this ordinance.
Who can enforce this new ordinance?
As this ordinance is a non-criminal offense, the only
enforcement action can be administered by the Durham
County Sheriff’s Office.

to the call for service. The decision of whether a violation
has occurred, and whether there is sufficient evidence to
identity the responsible party is determined on a caseby-case basis following an evaluation of all of the facts
available.
What options do I have to refute a civil penalty?
A civil penalty can only be appealed during the process
for collecting it.
For more information, please go to:
dconc.gov/caninewaste.
—Excerpted from Durham County website

See what the power of TWO
can mean for you!

What are the fines associated with this ordinance?
The fines will fall under Article I, Sec. 4-9, which are as
follows:
• A civil penalty of $50.00 shall be assessed for the first
violation.
• A civil penalty of $100.00 shall be assessed for the
second violation.
• A civil penalty of $150.00 shall be assessed for habitual violations.

rdavis@fmrealty.com
919-402-1217

rhutchison@fmrealty.com
919-606-1417

Price it right…Stage it right...Market it right…SOLD
We get the job done! 25 Years Plus Experience!

Who do I call to report a violation of this
ordinance?

There is little competition currently on the market in
Falconbridge. If you are thinking of selling, it is a wonderful

Call the Durham County Sheriff’s Office Communications
Center at 919-560-0900.

Check out our testimonials on robbiedavisrealtor.com

What are the criteria needed to prove a violation
of this ordinance?
The determination of whether there’s a violation of the
ordinance is at the discretion of the deputy who responds
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time to list your home.

The Robbie Davis Team

● ● Did You Know
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Our American Election
Process at Work
Election Day is Tuesday,
November 8. This election
cycle has seen more than the
usual political gamesmanship
and, recent court rulings have
clarified, for the moment, the
rules for this election. Importantly, no photo identification
is required. Below are a few
important items and dates you should know.

Welcome the Blue Heron
One of the hallmarks of a healthy pond is the quality
of its bird life. Thus, the presence in mid-September of
a great blue heron (Ardea herodias) feeding in Falconbridge Lake was a welcome sign that the lake is recovering from the disastrous algae bloom earlier this year.
This magnificent heron was feasting on minnows. But
the great blue heron also uses its lightning-fast strike to
harvest fish, aquatic insects, and even small mammals
and reptiles. Although not a threatened species, the great
blue heron is protected by the federal Migratory Bird Act.
As we restore the diversity of aquatic life in the lake, we
should see more herons and other water birds. They are
reliable leading indicators of how well we’re managing
the lake.
–Bob Wilson

1. According to North Carolina State Law, “Your legal
voting residence is your place of permanent domicile.
You cannot vote in a county if you are only living in that
county on a temporary basis.” So, if you have moved
to Durham recently or if you have even moved across
town, make sure you have registered at your new address.
2. The period for One Stop Voting or “Early Voting” is
October 20-November 5, 2016. This is useful to avoid
the Election Day rush, vote at a time convenient to you,
avoid any registration conflict on Election Day, or update voter records since last voting. The last day to request an Absentee Ballot for civilian voters is November
1, 2016, and the last day to return an absentee ballot by
mail or in person is November 8, 2016 (or November 14
if mailed and postmarked on or before Election Day by
5:00pm.)
3. Curbside voting and voter assistance are available if
you need physical assistance.
4. Provisional ballots are available if there are questions
about voter qualification, or eligibility to vote in a given
election or ballot style.
If you have any questions about the rules, check
out the North Carolina Board of Elections website:
http://www.ncsbe.gov/, visit the Durham County
Board of Elections at 201 N. Roxboro St. in downtown
Durham, or call 919-560-0700.
—Bob Jackson
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● ● Neighborhood Watch

When to Call 911 and What to Report
How do you decide when to call 911?
You might also report seeing a vehiAnd if you do, what kind of informa- cle of any type that…
tion should you have handy? Here are ◆ drives around your block
some guidelines.
frequently, slowing down,
speeding up
CALL 911 to report suspicious activity. Suspicious activity really boils
down to anything unusual. For example, you might report an individual
who…
◆ remains the same place for an
unusual length of time, in or out of
a car
◆ behaves strangely—exhibits
unusual movements, looks out of
place, or is wandering aimlessly
◆ tries to conceal an object, or is
carrying a weapon or suspicious
bag
◆ looks into cars, moving from car
to car, and/or tries to open door
handles
◆ looks into windows of homes, or
forcibly enters a car or home
◆ runs from a home for no apparent
reason, especially at night
◆ carries/transports unusual/
valuable objects, day or night
◆ sells/conducts business out of a
car, van, truck, or another vehicle
◆ offers candy or gifts to children he
or she doesn’t know
◆ leaves a neighbor’s house and
isn’t someone you recognize or in
uniform

◆ has no lights on when it’s dark
◆ has the engine running whether
or not there’s someone in the
vehicle
Source: http://www.mlpa.org/
content/recognizing-and-reportingsuspicious-activity)

Recognizing and Reporting
Suspicious Activity
When possible, be prepared to provide THIS information about the
individual…
◆ gender
◆ race
◆ skin tone—fair, light, medium
brown, dark, etc.
◆ body build—small, medium,
large, muscular, thin, etc.
◆ height
◆ weight
◆ clothing—color of shirt and pants
or dresses/skirts: type of shirt and
sleeve length: pants—type and
length (shorts, jeans)
◆ hat if applicable
◆ hair—color, style (short, curly,
long, crew cut, ponytail, etc)
◆ facial hair if applicable
◆ glasses if applicable
◆ visible tattoos or scars
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When observing a suspicious vehicle,
try to notice…
◆ color
◆ age (older/newer)
◆ type/style (hatch back, coupe,
boxy, SUV, truck, sedan (twodoor or four-door))
◆ make/model - this may be
difficult as there are so many
vehicles out there
◆ anything else that may stand
out (stickers, wheels/rims, tinted windows, damage, etc.)
◆ license plate number
Much of the person and vehicle lists
above comes from Durham Police
Captain Marianne Bond.
—Mike Mayo

● ● Message From Our Board
The Alliance Board wants you to know what we discuss and decide, so here’s a summary of our September
meeting. And we welcome your attendance at our monthly meetings, held on the first Tuesday of every month.

–Alliance Board

Summary of the Falconbridge Alliance Board Meeting, September 13, 2016
Four applications for fence additions recommended for
approval were considered and approved.
Draft 2016-2017FY budgets for FCA, FVA, and the Alliance were presented, discussed, and approved with
some modifications.
The Welcome Committee activities were discussed with
Michelle Wolff, committee chair for the single-family
home subcommittee, and the Alliance added a budget
line to pay for expenses to produce the welcome packets new neighbors receive. Also, the FCA budget was
revised to include a small annual amount for a maintenance reserve. The activities of the Alliance Social Committee and its budget were discussed: a few events may
be co-sponsored with the FHA Recreational Facilities
Committee.
The annual Alliance meeting and that of the FCA was
set for 4:00pm on October 9, 2016, in the clubhouse with
a potluck dinner to follow. FCA members will vote upon
proposed amendments to the Articles of Incorporation
and Bylaws of FCA, and there will be discussion of the
formation of Falconbridge Alliance, Inc., a 501(c)(7) corporation to formalize the Alliance as a sole-member legal
entity to manage the FVA.
The first Board of Directors meeting for FCA and the
anticipated Falconbridge Alliance, Inc. was set for
7:00pm on October 10, 2016 in the clubhouse.
After discussion of the work of the Governance Committee, the legal advice it received, and the actions recommended to the Board, the following actions were taken:
1. Roger Bernholz was authorized by the Board of
Falconbridge Community Association, Inc. (FCA) to
have John Noble sign and then to file a Statement of
Change of Registered Agent with the NC Secretary of
State, naming Roger Bernholz as the Registered Agent
for the corporation.
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2. The First Amendment to Bylaws and First Amendment to Articles of Incorporation of the FCA were
approved by the Board of FCA for presentation to the
members of the FCA at its annual meeting with the
recommendation they be approved by the membership.
3. Amended and Restated Bylaws of Falconbridge
Village Association were adopted by the Board of
Falconbridge Village Association, Inc. to take effect
upon the creation of Falconbridge Alliance, Inc. to be
the sole member of and manage Falconbridge Village
Association, Inc.
4. Articles of Incorporation for Falconbridge Alliance,
Inc. were approved (particularly naming the initial
Board of Directors) by the Alliance Board (the FCA
and FVA Boards acting jointly) and John Noble was
authorized to incorporate the new corporation with
these Articles right away.
5. Bylaws of Falconbridge Alliance, Inc., approved by
the Alliance Board (the FCA and FVA Boards acting
jointly), will be recommended for adoption by the
Falconbridge Alliance, Inc. board following the official formation of that corporation.
—Roger Bernholz

● ● Calendar & Contacts
Fa l c o n b r i d g e C a l e n d a r : O c t o b e r 2 0 1 6
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

2

3

4

5

6

7

1

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm
BOOK CLUB
7:00pm

9

10

11

ALLIANCE BOARD
MEETING
ANNUAL MEETING
& GALA POT LUCK
400pm

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

16

17

18

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

CLUBHOUSE
CLOSED FOR
RENOVATIONS*

23

FHA BOARD
MEETING 7:00pm

12

13

25

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

WOMEN’S BOOK
CLUB
7:30pm

GOURMET GROUP
6:00pm

14

15

19

TRAVELING PUB
5:30-7:30pm

20

21

22

28

29

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

26

FILM @ CLUBHOUSE
Departures
7:30pm

27
MAH JONGG
1:30pm

BOWLING
6:00pm

30

8

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

POKER NIGHT
7:00pm

24

COFFEE KLATCH
9:30-11:00am
MAH JONGG
1:30pm

TRAVELING PUB
5:30-7:30pm

31			

HALLOWEEN &
PIZZA PARTY
for kids
Clubhouse
4:00-6:00pm

		

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ALLIANCE-SPONSORED SOCIAL GROUPS
FOR ALL NEIGHBORS:
MARDI GRAS BOWLING Lawrence Proctor: lproctor@nc.r..com
TRAVELING PUB Barb Carroll: falconbridgepub@gmail.com
FOR ALLIANCE MEMBERS:
BOOK CLUB* Ronit Weingarden: ronitw1950@yahoo.com / Bill Brown: 919-493-8296
GAME NIGHT GROUP* Barb Carroll: jimandbarb@nc.rr.com
GOURMET GROUP* Liz Hallgren: lhallgren@nc.rr.com
MAH JONGG* Paula Clarke: paulaclarke@nc.rr.com
STUDIO TIME FOR ARTISTS* Ann Noble: annnoble@nc.rr.com
THIRD WEDNESDAY POKER* John Noble: jnoble43@nc.rr.com
WINE TASTING GROUP* Ron Hutchinson: roseron61@gmail.com
WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH* Judy Holland: judyedholland@gmail.com
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB* Michelle Wolff: michelle.wolff1@gmail.com
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* Must be a member of the Alliance to participate

WEB ACCESS
www.falconbridgealliance.org

WHY JOIN THE ALLIANCE?
With your Alliance Membership you can:

• Stay up to date on neighborhood news with our
newsletter and website
• Share information with your neighbors via our listserv
• Look up a neighbor in our Falconbridge directory
• Meet your neighbors at our numerous social events
• Pursue interests with a variety of sponsored social groups
• Participate in special members-only events
• Feel more secure with our Neighborhood Watch
• Be reassured that trained neighborhood volunteers can
help your family with transportation, meals, and other
services if you have a short-term health or other crisis

(Falconbridge Alliance) – [Constantly being
improved, an increasingly vital source of information
– progressive and historical. Do visit often.]

FalconbridgeHOA.org
(Townhomes)
groups.yahoo.com/group/falconbridge
(Listserv)
www.Falconbridgehoa.org/pool.htm
(Pool and Clubhouse)

CLICK HERE TO JOIN TODAY
Single-family homes = $50/year, $75 (2 or more)
Townhomes = $20/year, $30 (2 or more)

2016 Falconbridge Alliance Board of Directors
John Noble, President • jnoble43@nc.rr.com • 770-313-0194
Mike Mayo, Vice President, Communications, Neighborhood Watch • mikewmayo@gmail.com • 973-722-4772
Roger Bernholz, Secretary • rogerb@hpw.com • 919-937-9802
Howard Goldberg, Treasurer • hgoldberg16@gmail.com • 518-878-8296
Jamie Ashmore, Membership, Fundraising • jashmore1@nc.rr.com • 919-806-0730
Harriet Crisp, Social Events • hwcrisp@gmail.com • 919-490-2080
Ed Holland, Architecture & Landscaping Review • edholland@hotmail.com • 919-489-9809
Robert Kintz, Information Technology, Member Directory, Website • rkintz@email.unc.edu • 919-932-7849
Kelly Quisenberry • kelly_quisenberry@shi.com • 919-219-3051

Falconbridge Alliance
21 Charrington
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

