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UPCOMING

EVENTS

December 2015

Each Mon. & Thurs. 1:30pm
MAH JONGG

NEIGHBORHOOD

falconbridgealliance.org

Painting, Mixed Media, Collage
annnoble@nc.rr.com

Tues. Dec. 1 • 7:00pm
FCA BOARD MEETING
jnoble43@nc.rr.com

Wed. Dec. 2 • 7:00pm
BOOK CLUB

ronitw1950@yahoo.com /
919-493-8296 (Bill Brown)

Thurs. Dec. 3, 17
9:30am-11am

WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH
judyedholland@gmail.com

Sun. Dec. 6 • 6:00-8:00pm
LUMINARIES & POT LUCK

Clubhouse
falconbridgeluminaries@gmail.com

Wed. Dec. 9 • 6:30pm
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB

michelle.wolff1@gmail.com

Fri. Dec 11 • 5:30pm
TRAVELING PUB

falconbridgepub@gmail.com

Tues. Dec. 15 • 11:30am-2pm
SPORTING LIFE CLUB
for WOMEN & MEN
Pool/Darts/Games @ Bailey’s
guyhickey@aol.com

Wed. Dec. 16 • 7:00pm
3rd WED. POKER NIGHT
jnoble43@nc.rr.com

Tues. Dec. 29 • 6:00pm
BOWLING at Mardi Gras
lproctor@nc.rr.com
Thurs. Dec. 31 • 8:00-11:00pm
DINING CAR
lhallgren@nc.rr.com

falconbridgealliance@gmail.com

Enjoying Traditions

paulaclarke@nc.rr.com

Each Tues. • 1:00pm
STUDIO TIME FOR ARTISTS

NEWS

The holiday season is filled with
Message from Our President
family traditions we hold dear. Falconbridge has its traditions as well.
The annual December lighting of the
luminaries is a tradition that continues
to reflect the good hearts of “FalOur culture, our
traditions, our language
conbridgers.” Our evening of lights,
are the foundations
as always, will benefit the Ronald
upon which we build
McDonald House in Chapel Hill (we
our identity.
donated more than $2,000 last year).
Plus, walking through the neighborpipeline easement through the yards
hood and to the Clubhouse with the
of single-family homes remains “Pricandles all lit is a special, not-to-bevate Property” and is not a walking
missed experience. I hope you all will
trail. Those property owners need a
participate in lighting up our streets
way to stop the curious and the crimion Sunday, December 6, and then join
nal element from trespassing, possibly
your neighbors for the after party at the with community-sponsored signs at
clubhouse.
the street. This is an issue that deserves
some discussion.
We are also building new traditions
in our community with the creation
of the Falconbridge Village and its
offshoot, Falconbridge Friends. These
organizations, with their wide range of
social events, communication methods,
fund-raisers, aging-in-place teams, and
other neighbor services, continue to
make our neighborhood a very special
and desirable place to live. We are a
stronger neighborhood thanks to the
Falconbridge Village.
On another note, those whose properties have been affected by the pipeline construction can breathe a sigh of
relief as the entire gas pipe has been
installed and the ground repair continues. However, we now have this
giant open grass “path” through the
neighborhood; but it’s not a path! The

INSIDE:

And lastly, Phase 2 of the clubhouse
renovations is about to start. Planning
has been underway and a permit
application submitted and approved.
Note that the clubhouse will not be
available after Saturday, December 12,
as it will be emptied in preparation for
the demolition.
Whatever traditions you take part
in, with family and/or friends, I wish
you a warm and wonderful holiday
season. Enjoy!

— John Noble

SPECIAL NOTE: After Saturday,
December 12, ALL Clubhouse activities
will be suspended until renovations are
completed. Groups that normally meet
in the Clubhouse may choose to find
other meeting spaces during that time.

PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS • Clubhouse Renovations
Luminaries • Why Join the Alliance • Pipeline: Good, Bad & Ugly
Cold Weather Tips • FHA/FVA/FCA Explained • Game Night • Halloween Pix

● ● News & Events
DON’T FORGET!

Falconbridge Alliance Luminaries & Pot Luck
Sunday, December 6, 2015 • 6:00-8:00pm
COME AND ENJOY TIME WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS.
WINE, SPARKLING “WINE,” AND SOFT DRINKS SUPPLIED.
BRING YOUR FAVORITE DISH TO SHARE!
Lighting the luminaries on Sunday, December 6, and
coming together at the Clubhouse culminates our annual
fundraising effort to benefit Ronald McDonald House of
Chapel Hill. Thanks to all who contributed and/or are
planning to take part!
You may pick up your kits at the clubhouse either on
Saturday, December 5 between 9:00am-6:00pm, or Sunday, December 6 between 9:00am-2:00pm. If you did not
have a chance to preorder, but would like to participate,

Game Night: Ready, Set, Sequence,
and Charades!

From left: Rae Thompson, Catherine Alguire, Bill Brown, Lee Butler,
Karen Blase, Jim Carroll, Barb Carroll, Barry Slobin

feel free to stop by to purchase kits, as we will have some
extras.
In case of rain or strong wind, the lighting event will
take place on Sunday, December 13, although the potluck
will still be held at the clubhouse on Sunday, December 6,
beginning at 6pm. Contact me at FalconbridgeLuminaries@gmail.com if you have any questions.
–Daniella Gregory

NOVEMBER WINE TASTING:
Trader Joe’s Gets Our Thumbs Up!
John and Ann Noble hosted the November Tasting
with a theme of “The Best of Trader Joe’s
Wines.” They served three whites and
three reds—all special TJ’s offerings in the
medium-price range. We all agreed that
the wines offer quality at a very competitive price. We particularly enjoyed two
whites: Domaine de la Vauvise Sancerre
from the Loire Valley, and TJ’s own label
Reserve Chardonnay from the Russian
River Valley. Of the reds, we loved the
Caves Saint-Pierre Gigondas from the
Southern Rhone, and enjoyed an easy drinking Cecilia
Beretta Valpolicella from Italy’s Veneto region.

Neighbors gathered at the home of Catherine Alguire
on Saturday, November 14, for an evening of strategy,
luck, and laughter. After assessing the various games
As usual we ended the evening with coffee and dessert.
people provided, two groups formed to play: the first
Ann treated us to a wonderful chocolate cheesecake that
played Sequence—a card game that tests both memory
rounded off a very enjoyable and informative evening.
and the ability to catch your opponents off-guard; the
—Ron Hutchinson
second played Set, a game that relies on abstract-thinking
skills and a lot of patience. The groups then combined
to play Charades, which produced gales of laughter and
some pretty tough assignments, like the 1920 German
silent horror film, “The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari”—guessed
correctly by Barry Slobin! Catherine provided delicious
munchies that added to the festivities. Our next Game
Join Falconbridge Alliance
Night will be in January. Look for the announcement in
The Falconbridge Alliance newsletter is distributed
the January newsletter or contact Barb Carroll at jimandmonthly to all Falconbridge Alliance members.
barb@nc.rr.com to get your name added to the email list.
Newsletter Editor: Rae Thompson
— Rae Thompson
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Newsletter Designer: Mia Prior

● ● News & Events

Marian Cannell Wins Photo Contest!
Lifelong shutter bug Marian Cannell takes top honors in our first photo
contest. She told us, “I was the photographer for my high school newspaper
and grew up playing in my dad’s darkroom at home, but once I had kids it
was hard to find time to do more than take their pictures. The first thing I did
when I retired was to take a photography class in Maine through Elderhostel
and then I started to take pictures again. Fall is my favorite time for doing
this.” Her winning photo, “Taking Time for Reflection,” will be professionally
framed and displayed for three months in the newly renovated Clubhouse.

With more than a dozen highquality entries in all, the first annual Falconbridge’s photo contest
was a smashing success. We three
judges rated each entry—without
knowing who submitted it—on
originality, technical excellence,
composition, artistic merit, and
overall impact. We were so impressed with the artistic skills
that showcased the beauty of our
neighborhood.
Many thanks to all neighbors
who submitted entries. It was a
treat to see this special neighborhood through the lens of talented
photographers. Keep taking those
pictures everyone! And look for
more photo contests next year.
–Lisa Gilbert, Ann Noble, Ralph Wikstrom
Four photos received honorable
mention. They include entries
submitted by Karen Blase, Rae
Thompson, and two additional
entries by Richard Perry and
Marian Cannell.

WINNER: “Taking Time for Reflection” by Marian Cannell
RUNNER UP:
“Maple Leaves on
Bayswater”
by Richard Perry.

“Fall in Bloom” by Karen Blase
(continued on next page)
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● ● News & Events

What Do a Skunk, a Bumble Bee, a Ninja
Warrior, and a Princess Have in Common?
They all attended this year’s Halloween Pizza Party! As you can see
from the pictures taken by Al Bugg,
adults and children had fun at the
Clubhouse gathering before trickor-treating in our neighborhood.
Approximately 16 children and 20

adults ate and played together.

Honorable Mention Photos
(continued from previous page)

Thank you everyone for your help
in making another gathering a big
success! Special applause to all the
parents who used their imaginations
in costuming.
–Harriet Crisp

“Autumn Color” by Rae Thompson

“Fall on the Lake” by Richard Perry

“Autumn Magic” by Marian Cannell
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● ● News & Events

Clubhouse Renovations: From Shabby to Chic
and we are hoping some will find
time in their busy schedules to step
forward and bring leadership to
making it happen.
Discussions are also underway
about adding high-speed Internet
access and movie-watching capabilities, as well as a sound system—all
further enhancements that can move
forward whenever the plans are approved and the funds are in place.
–John Noble and Bolton Anthony
It won’t be long now! The financing
has been committed by our two sister
organizations, the FHA (Falconbridge
Homeowners Association) and the
Falconbridge Alliance, to renovate
the meeting room of the Clubhouse.
The terrace too will be gussied up,
with a handsome black picket fence
and gate to separate the terrace from
the pool area below and a handicap/
ADA compliant ramp to provide
access. Durham City has issued the
permit for the renovation, and we are
taking bids on the work. Renovations
should begin after the holidays and
wrap up by mid-March.
The temporary downside: after the
Clubhouse is emptied on December
13, it will be closed until the work is
completed. The long-term upside:
we’ll have new kitchen cabinets, a
dishwasher, microwave, a handicap/ADA-compliant sink, and a
moveable island that provides additional storage and doubles as a bar
that could be relocated to the patio
for parties. There will also be new
flooring (Core-tec), new large closets, new window treatments, and
fresh paint (at last!). A second entry
door with “panic hardware” will be
added, along with exit and emergency lighting and a new door between
the foyer and the meeting room.
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Finally, a new security system will be
installed.
These improvements will create a
much more inviting and light-filled
space that has practical amenities
and plenty of storage. The new fence
on the terrace means we will be able
to open the building’s sliding glass
doors to create a large, open space for
social events.
Phase 3 Outdoor Focus
Once the Phase 2 renovations
are completed, our next step is a
fund-raiser to support what we are
now calling Phase 3, the creation of
an Outdoor Gathering Area. We envision a covered pavilion, a grill—and
a playground. We hear often from our
families with young children that the
neighborhood needs a playground,

It’s a Win-Win-Win
Partnership!
The FHA and the Alliance are
financing the renovation of the
Clubhouse with equal contributions. Phase 1, the renovations of
the bathrooms completed in March,
cost around $40,000. The projected
cost for Phase 2 is similar. The benefit to the Alliance: use of the
facility for its social activities for
the next 16 years. The benefit to
FHA: an infusion of cash to address
long-neglected facility maintenance
and improvements that will increase the rental of the Clubhouse
for private parties. The benefit
to the Falconbridge community:
priceless!

● ● News & Events

Why Join the Alliance? Connections, Access, Influence and FUN!
We are only a month or so away from our annual Falconbridge Alliance
membership drive, but it is worth considering why you might want to
be a member, and, if you are a member, why you might want to renew
your membership. It comes down to three things: connections, access,
and influence.
Membership gives you connections. By being an Alliance member, you
are connected to neighbors in a way that makes the entire neighborhood
better and stronger. You are part of an organization that provides help
and support to neighbors, and to you should you need it.
Membership gives you access. The Alliance supports more groups and
activities than most of us can take part in. Whether it is Mah Jongg, wine
tasting, gourmet cooking (and eating), or book discussions, membership
gives you access to all the Alliance activities.
Membership gives you influence. Members have a voice at the annual
meeting and vote for Alliance board members. By joining or renewing,
you will have a say in the direction of the neighborhood, the activities
we sponsor, and the things that make Falconbridge a great place to live.
If you are a member, please renew when the time comes. And, please
speak to your neighbors and encourage them to join as well. The more
people who join, the stronger we are.
— Jamie Ashmore
Photos are a sample of Alliance-sponsored events
from 2015.

An Artistic Turn of Events
I always have good intentions. Almost every day I
tell myself, “Today you are going to paint.” But then life
intervenes. A friend calls and wants to have lunch, my
husband wants me to go to Home Depot to look at plants,
the grandkids need to be picked up and I don’t get to my
studio. In frustration, I talked to other artist friends in
the neighborhood and found they have the same problems. Our time for creativity always takes a back seat. But

Ann Noble, Farley Bernholz, Ralph Wikstrom, Lee Butler, and Lisa
Gilbert enjoy their studio time in the clubhouse.
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what if we had a set time and place every week where we
could get together and just work on our art? We would
have a reason to turn down other things and just revel in
our creative processes.
With this in mind, we started a new Alliance-sponsored
social activity called Studio Time for Artists. It’s not
a class; no one is teaching. It’s a group of people who
love creative arts. So far we’ve attracted eight artists
who work in a variety of mediums including oil, acrylic,
watercolor, and multi-media. We meet at the Falconbridge Clubhouse every Tuesday afternoon from 1-4 pm.
And we are having a blast! We talk and share our work,
discuss ideas, help each other and—best of all—give each
other encouragement to try new techniques and expand
our talents. We plan to have member shows to display
and, hopefully, sell our work in the community. And we
are planning some group excursions to art shows in the
Triangle.
If you’re a Falconbridge artist, from beginner to expert,
come join the fun! Contact Ann Noble at 770-313-0657 or
annnoble@nc.rr.com for more information.
— Ann Noble

● ● News & Events

Pipeline Update: The Good, Bad, and Ugly
PSNC reports that it has addressed the pond’s
sediment issue caused by our heavy rains, including calling in S&ME, its environmental engineering
company, to review its erosion-control devices and
see if additional steps were needed to contain the
run-off. But not surprisingly, the ongoing rains have
hampered progress, and the original target date to be
gone from Falconbridge by Thanksgiving is no longer
realistic. The company will, however, do its best to
clean up the right-of-way, and will hydro-seed all of
the disturbed areas this fall, as weather permits.
Doubtful that workers will be able to get the cleanup to meet PSNC’s acceptable standard during the
winter months, Bob Garrett, field supervisor of all
pipeline work, told us, “We are looking at cleaning
up as best as possible this winter and returning in
the spring to do the restoration as it should be. Our
intent is to get something growing on the disturbed
ground over the winter as required by our Erosion
Control Permits. We will return in the spring to get
everyone’s lawn back looking like a lawn. If we
leave, it doesn’t mean we are not coming back.”
This means that seeded areas in the pipeline
right-of-way are only
temporary vegetation
and not the final lawn
homeowners are expecting. “Real lawns”
will happen in the
spring growing season.
Unfortunately, the
silt fence has to stay
in place until the state
inspector tells PSNC it
can come down, which
will be after PSNC
has reestablished the
vegetation next spring.
In the event of heavy
rains, PSNC will have its erosion contractor inspect the
erosion-control devices at the pond to be sure we have
no more problems.
— John Noble
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The Problem of the
Beckoning Path
How to handle the very
wide patch that looks
like an inviting pathway
through our neighborhood is a looming issue,
because the path is
mostly private property.
Anyone with ideas on
how property owners
can discourage people
from walking on it while
still allowing PSNC the
vehicle access it needs
should contact an
Alliance or FHA Board
member.

Robbie Davis
Broker Associate
919-402-1217
rdavis@fmrealty.com

Don’t forget to contact me for
all your Real Estate needs &
be sure to ask for the PERKS of
listing with me!
Wishing you all a very Happy
& Healthy Holiday Season and
a Joyous New Year.

● ● New Neighbors

WELCOME

to Falconbridge
Falconbridge welcomes new neighbors with open
arms...and lots of information. Members of our
Welcome Committee visit new arrivals to (1) tell
them about Alliance events, activities, and resources, and (2) get contact information for the Neighborhood Watch and Resident Directory. These
visits are also a way for us to learn a little about
new folks—from hobbies and interests to families
and pets—making it easier for us to connect around
shared interests and build new friendships.

Robert and Crystal Kuznekoff
2409 Shallowford Lane
201-913-3954 (cell)
robkuz@gmail.com
Moved From: Morrisville, and before that, New
Jersey
Children: Son Henry, 18 months
Pets: Dog Khloe (King Charles Spaniel)
Careers: Robert, a Demand Planner at BASF Corp.;
Crystal, a homemaker
Interests/Hobbies: Right now, too busy with Henry
for hobbies

WELCOME COMMITTEE
Do you have a new neighbor(s)? Please let the Alliance Welcome
Committee know. Would you like to join us in greeting new
“Falconbridgers” and sharing information about our community?
Contact Michelle Wolff at 919-401-6609 or
michelle.wolff1@gmail.com.

● ● Aging in Place

Need Help?
Please Ask!

Contact:
Paula Clarke (919-489-0133)
Ronit Weingarden (919-489-9975)
or Nona Saling (919-419-7888)

They will work to find neighbors
who will help you discreetly. You
can also get practical support
via social visits, and grocery and
medicine runs.
What do you do when you’re
told you need surgery and won’t
be able to drive afterward while
taking pain medication, and
you live by yourself? Or if you
suddenly find yourself unable to
do things around your home?
Or if you’re a caregiver who
needs a break? And what if you
are alone with young children
and there is a sudden situation
requiring you to leave?
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P.S. If you need transportation
services, go to the Falconbridge
website and click on Neighbor
Services to find volunteers.

You don’t
have to
cope alone
—just pick
up the
phone!

I need
help...

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
is available for loan to
Falconbridge Alliance members
through the
Falconbridge Friends.
Supplies include

walkers,
bedside commodes,
shower chairs,
and more.
Please contact
Claudia Stephens at
919-490-1397 or 919-593-5828.

● ● Home & Garden

Who You Gonna Call?
A friendly reminder to
Falconbridge neighbors from
the Falconbridge Architectural and Landscape Review
Committee: All single family
and townhome properties in
Falconbridge are subject to
legally recorded restrictive
covenants. Please see the
Newsletter’s July 2014 issue
for a quick review.

outlined in the covenants. This is typically a very simple
and straightforward
process that helps
keep Falconbridge
the friendly and
beautiful place that
we all love.

Any major improvements—such as
fences, walls, decks, outbuildings,
home additions, clearing of trees,
etc.—to single-family properties must
be approved by the Alliance Board
per the Architectural Review process

Please contact Ed Holland, Chair,
Falconbridge Architectural and Landscape Review Committee at edholland@hotmail.com or 919-489-9809 if
you have any questions.
— Ed Holland

Baby, It’s (Getting) COLD Outside!
Are you ready for winter? It’s on the way and, as you know, there’s
more to owning a home than making it look nice. Here are a few
tips for winterizing your home:
1. Clean soil from your planters. Bring pots made of clay or other fragile materials
indoors or into the garage. Terra cotta pots can swell and crack, so lay them on
their sides in a wood carton.
2.C
 heck the weather stripping around all your windows and doorframes for
leaks. Replace if necessary to prevent heat (and dollar) loss.
3.Check for drafts around windows and doors. Caulk inside and out, where necessary, to keep heat from escaping.
4. C
 lean and dry patio furniture. Cover with a heavy tarp or store inside a shed or
garage to protect it from the elements.
5. Shut off exterior faucets, remove any attached hoses, and store them away for
the winter to prevent cracks, preserve their shapes, and prolong their life.
6. Winterize your lawn mower by cleaning off mud, leaves, grass, and debris.
7. Make sure you have an ample supply of ice melt or sand on hand for steps,
walkways, and the driveway.
8. Check fireplace for drafts. If it’s cold despite the damper being closed, the
damper itself may be warped, worn, or rusted.
9. Check that smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors are in working
order.
10. E
 nsure all vents and openings are covered to prevent insects, birds, and rodents from getting inside to nest in a warm place.
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To view
single-family home
covenants
CLICK HERE

To view
single-family
home architectural
review process
CLICK HERE

Mail Call!
Problems with your mailbox?
Falconbridge Alliance
members are entitled to free
key and lock replacement
on their individual mailboxes.
Just send a brief email with
your contact information to
falconbridgealliance@gmail.
com, and we’ll take care of it!
Any other problems with the
cluster mail stations should
also be reported to us at
falconbridgealliance@gmail.
com, and we’ll notify the Post
Office, which is responsible for
their maintenance and repair.
–Ed Holland

● ● Getting to Know You

?

How Well Do You Know
Your Falconbridge
Neighbors?

In this regular feature, we share real stories of Falconbridge residents — three at a time. Your task is to guess
which story belongs to which person. The correct answers will appear in the next month’s newsletter. You
might consider keeping a list of your guesses to see how
well you do.
The stories in this issue come from these neighbors:

Larry Charny, John Noble, Jan Richmond

NOTE: Both the names and the story titles are presented
in alphabetical order.
Accosted by a Hugger
Various circumstances led me to abandon early career
goals for a teaching certificate, with the intention of
teaching underprivileged kids. After student teaching
in a large, multi-cultural school, I took a job at a public
school situated in a mental hospital.
The program, designed to integrate
classroom education with therapy,
was quite innovative and gave me
the opportunity to teach and nurture
mentally and emotionally disturbed
children and teens. Years later, while walking through
a rough neighborhood in that same city, I was grabbed
from behind, lifted off the ground, and spun in a circle
until I was dizzy. The perpetrator stopped, looked me
in the eye, and cheerfully asked, “Don’t you remember
me? I was one of your students at the hospital.” I could
see that this formerly violent young man was now doing
okay, and was grateful to learn that I had made an impression on him all those years ago.
Liberian Rice Revolution
I was in Liberia years ago when riots broke out over the
price of imported rice, the country’s staple. Unaware of
this, we started to drive into the city where the worst riots and looting were taking place. As we approached the
main road, we were surrounded by rifle-toting military
men. They told us to park our car, get out, and wait. We
did. Then a guard from where we were staying arrived
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and convinced the men to let the “Boss
man and missy” leave. That evening a tall,
black American came to check on us, and
then came back the next day to have Easter
dinner with us. After five days of being
warned to stay inside or risk being shot (by pamphlets
dropped from Russian planes), we were able to get out.
Although we never learned the identity of the American,
we were grateful to him (and the local guard) for looking
out for us.
Unlocking Math
After college I landed a job teaching ninth-grade math.
As the “newbie,” I was given the students who had yet to learn the basics;
they were mentally blocked, totally
lost. Math is progressive, and they
couldn’t understand steps 4, 5, and 6
until they understood steps 1, 2, and
3. After struggling for three weeks
with the textbook, I tried a new approach to relieve the stress. I drew a diagonal line on the
board and ask how I might instruct someone to draw an
identical line. It took them all day to figure it out. Next
we did a curved line, which took longer, but they got it,
and even thought it was fun. Then I told them, “You’ve
just been doing college calculus. Don’t tell me you can’t
learn to add, subtract, multiple, and divide!” It broke the
bubble. We got through the textbook in four months.
WE NEED MORE STORIES! If you’re willing to share
a story, please contact Rae Thompson at 919-768-7122 or
rthompson1970@nc.rr.com. She will interview you and
compose a draft for you to approve. See if you can stump
your neighbors. It’s easy and fun!
— Rae Thompson

ANSWERS TO NOVEMBER CHALLENGE
A Tarantula Named Clarissa: Mary Azoy
Isotopes Anyone: Mary McClure
Pilot and Skydiver: Barb Carroll

● ● Neighborhood Watch

Door-to-Door Solicitors No Longer Need a Permit
Many people have had questions about the laws regarding
solicitation in Falconbridge.
You’ve probably noticed that
we have several “No Soliciting”
signs posted prominently. But
it appears they are not really
enforceable now.
The following comes from the
Durham Police Department,
forwarded by Lt. Morais:
“Officers regularly inquire as to
what, if any, permit or license is
required for individuals engaging in
door-to-door activities.
“Individuals do not, nor have they
previously been required, to obtain
a permit or license to go door-todoor to express an opinion or belief,
such as a religious belief or political
position.
“While the door-to-door sale of
goods has not required a permit,
peddlers, just like all persons or
entities conducting business within
the City, were required to first obtain
a privilege license from the City’s
Business License Office. The license
was for tax purposes only; as long as
the applicable taxes were paid, the
license had to be provided. Persons
going door-to-door to solicit charitable contributions were exempt from
actually paying the privilege license
tax, but still had to obtain a privilege
license which would state on its face
that the charitable organization was
exempt from payment of the tax.
Conducting business within the City
without having first obtained such a
license was a misdemeanor and also
subjected the individual to civil penalties. Last year, the North Carolina
General Assembly passed legislation
generally repealing local authority
to levy a privilege license tax. Effective July 1, 2015, a privilege license is
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no longer needed to engage in
door-to-door sales or charitable
solicitations.
“Officers also sometimes ask
if they may charge a person
with trespassing if the person
is going door-to-door soliciting
in a neighborhood in which the
neighborhood association has
posted signs indicating that
door-to-door sales are prohibited.
These signs may certainly be beneficial in that they may dissuade some
(although not all) solicitors. However,
they are not subject to criminal enforcement by the police. If resident A
calls the police and complains about
door-to-door solicitations, has asked
the solicitor to leave, and the solicitor
has failed to leave resident A’s property, then of course the solicitor may
be charged with trespassing. More
than likely though, by the time an
officer responds to a complaint about
solicitations in a neighborhood, the
solicitor has left the complainant’s
property and has moved on to someone else’s premises within the neighborhood. That solicitor should not be
charged with trespassing simply due
to a ‘no soliciting’ sign posted by a
neighborhood or homeowners association. Resident B may not mind, or
may even welcome, the solicitation.
Furthermore, one of the elements of
trespassing is that the violator be on
the premises of another. This requires
a legally definable piece of property
which a ‘neighborhood’ is not.”
It’s possible that Falconbridge is,
indeed, a “legally definable piece of
property,” but that’s another discussion. Until the law is changed, we’ll
just have to live with these solicitors.
— Mike Mayo,
Mikewmayo@gmail.com
— Conni Rivers
riverstilbury@yahoo.com

Tips for Holiday Safety
If You Are Travelling
• Make a copy of important documents
(e.g., credit cards, tickets, passports).
• Photograph jewelry, luggage, and all
valuables.
• Inform your Neighborhood Watch
block captain and reliable neighbor(s)
of your plans.

Home Security
•L
 ock doors and windows any time
you leave the house.
•D
 on’t display gifts where they can
be seen from the outside.
•B
 reak down large appliance/
technology boxes instead of
setting them out at the curb.
•C
 onduct a holiday gift inventory
with photos and serial numbers in
case anything is stolen.

Motor Vehicle Safety
•N
 ever leave your vehicle running
and unattended.
•N
 ever leave a spare house key
inside the vehicle.
•N
 ever leave valuables or packages
in plain view inside your vehicle.

When Shopping
• Park in well-lit areas.
•B
 e sure to close all windows and
lock your car.
•C
 arry wallets in front pockets and
purses close to your body.
•Teach young children to go to the
store clerk, information center,
or security guard if you get
separated from them.

On the Internet
• Shop with reputable companies.
•W
 hen ordering from a new
company, request that a catalog
be sent to your residence.
•U
 se a secure browser—one that
can encrypt or scramble credit
numbers/personal data.
For more information contact the
Durham Police Department Crime
Prevention Unit, 919-560-4404.

● ● Did You Know?

FCA

FVA
VA
FFCA
FHA FHA

FHAFCA FVA
FC

Deciphering Our Acronym Alphabet

A

Have you ever been confused by the names, roles (and acronyms) of our various
Falconbridge entities and governing bodies? This overview should help.

The Alliance

Falconbridge Village
Association
(FVA)

Falconbridge
Community
Association
(FCA)

Falconbridge
Homeowners
Association
(FHA)

Falconbridge Friends

The Alliance was created in 2013 to combine and
coordinate the activities of the FCA and the FVA. It is
the primary organization representing all residents of
Falconbridge and the coordinator for social and charitable activities in the neighborhood. It oversees many
community functions including Neighborhood Watch,
the Alliance newsletter, directories, listserv, liaison with
Durham City and Durham County, holiday luminaries,
and so forth.
The Alliance Board is composed of FCA and FVA
board members.
The FCA is an NC 55A nonprofit organization with
voluntary dues. It was created in 1984 to serve residents of the single-family homes and to help enforce
the landscape and architectural covenants. In later
years townhome residents were invited to join to
participate in its social activities.
The FVA is a 501c3 nonprofit organization that
evolved from the work of a few neighbors about 10
years ago to create community-based services that
would support aging-in-place in Falconbridge. It
gave rise to many of our current activities, includ-
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ing the Traveling Pub, book and dining clubs, and
the Falconbridge Friends—a neighborhood group
whose goal is to assist neighbors with emergency
or other needs as part of a broader purpose to help
people remain in their Falconbridge homes as long
as possible. The FVA’s nonprofit status allows it to
accept donations from neighbors and families who
are grateful for the work of the Friends.
The FHA is a stand-alone homeowners association
(HOA) that represents and governs residents of the
townhomes, which are organized as a condominium. The FHA also produces a newsletter for townhome residents. All townhome owners must belong
to the association. It is the legal owner of the pool,
Clubhouse, pond, and common areas surrounding
the pond.
The ongoing collaboration of The Alliance and FHA
Boards is the driving force behind the Clubhouse renovations, with more plans in the works, and promises to
enrich and enliven our Falconbridge community.
–John Noble and Jim Carroll

● ● Calendar & Contacts
Fa l c o n b r i d g e C a l e n d a r : D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 5
SUN

MON

TUES

		 1

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

6

7

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

THURS

FRI

SAT

2

3

4

5

11

12

COFFEE KLATCH
9:30-11:30am

ALLIANCE BOARD
MEETING 7:00pm

BOOK CLUB
7:00pm

8

9

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

LUMINARIES &
POTLUCK 6-8pm

13

WED

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

10

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

WOMEN’S BOOK
CLUB 6:30pm

14

15

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

* CLUBHOUSE CLOSED FOR
31		

CLUBHOUSE
CLOSED FOR
RENOVATIONS*

SPORTING LIFE
11:30am-2:00pm

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

ARTISTS STUDIO
1:00pm

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

BOWLING
6:00pm

16

TRAVELING PUB
5:30-7:30pm

17

COFFEE KLATCH
9:30-11:30am

POKER NIGHT
7:00pm

18

19

25

26

MAH JONGG
1:30pm

DINING CAR
8:00pm-11:00pm

RENOVATIONS until APRIL. Groups
meeting in Clubhouse will need to
find alternate spaces until
reopening.

ALLIANCE-SPONSORED SOCIAL GROUPS
FOR ALL NEIGHBORS:
MARDI GRAS BOWLING Lawrence Proctor: lproctor@nc.r..com
SPORTING LIFE CLUB Guy Hickey: guyhickey@aol.com
TRAVELING PUB Barb Carroll: falconbridgepub@gmail.com
FOR ALLIANCE MEMBERS:
BOOK CLUB* Ronit Weingarden: ronitw1950@yahoo.com / Bill Brown: 919-493-8296
GAME NIGHT GROUP* Barb Carroll: jimandbarb@nc.rr.com
MAH JONGG* Paula Clarke: paulaclarke@nc.rr.com
STUDIO TIME FOR ARTISTS* Ann Noble: annnoble@nc.rr.com
THIRD WEDNESDAY POKER* John Noble: jnoble43@nc.rr.com
WOMEN’S COFFEE KLATCH* Judy Holland: judyedholland@gmail.com
FOR SPECIFIC CLUB/GROUP MEMBERS (size/space constraints: group may be full):
DINING CAR CLUB* Liz Hallgren: lhallgren@nc.rr.com
WINE TASTING GROUP* Ron Hutchinson: roseron61@gmail.com
WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB Michelle Wolff: michelle.wolff1@gmail.com
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* Must be a member of the Alliance to participate

WEB ACCESS
www.falconbridgealliance.org

WHY JOIN THE ALLIANCE?
With your Alliance Membership you can:

• Stay up to date on neighborhood news with our
newsletter and website
• Share information with your neighbors via our listserv
• Look up a neighbor in our Falconbridge directory
• Meet your neighbors at our numerous social events
• Pursue interests with a variety of sponsored social groups
• Participate in special members-only events
• Feel more secure with our Neighborhood Watch
• Be reassured that trained neighborhood volunteers can
help your family with transportation, meals, and other
services if you have a short-term health or other crisis

(Falconbridge Alliance) – [Constantly being
improved, an increasingly vital source of information
– progressive and historical. Do visit often.]

FalconbridgeHOA.org
(Town Homes)
groups.yahoo.com/group/falconbridge
(Listserv)
www.FalconbridgeAlliance.org/pool
(Pool and Clubhouse)

CLICK HERE TO JOIN TODAY
Single-family homes = $50/year, $75 (2 or more)
Townhomes = $20/year, $30 (2 or more)

2015 Falconbridge Alliance Board of Directors
John Noble, President, • jnoble43@nc.rr.com • 770-313-0194
Mike Mayo, Vice President, Communications, Neighborhood Watch • mikewmayo@gmail.com • 973-722-4772
Karin Kolenberg, Secretary • kkolenberg@yahoo.com • 919-357-6007
Roger Bernholz, Treasurer, Finance • rogerb@hpw.com • 919-937-9802
Jamie Ashmore, Membership, Fundraising • jashmore1@nc.rr.com • 919-806-0730
Harriet Crisp, Social Events • hwcrisp@gmail.com • 919-490-2080
Ed Holland, Architecture & Landscaping Review • edholland@hotmail.com • 919-489-9809
Robert Kintz, Information Technology, Member Directory, Website • rkintz@email.unc.edu • 919-932-7849
Ralph Wikstrom, Neighbor Services • hawkshaw66@nc.rr.com • 919-408-0444

Falconbridge Alliance
21 Charrington
Chapel Hill, NC 27517

